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We love to see what our families and supporters are up to! Use the 

hashtag above on social media to share your favorite Parish moments 

and photos with us. Photos may be published here in the Parish Post! 

Also, remember to follow us on Instagram @parishschooltx,  

on Twitter @ParishSchoolTX and on Facebook @TheParishSchool.

twitter: @Ms_pitzerfb: @Koop Adventure Play

twitter: @SPEDwithWendy

twitter: @HuyenHCao

fb: @Samuel Luna

insta: @klassroomed

fb: @Jennifer Aronstein Beleiff

fb: @Lori Goggan Martin

insta: @mad_hav3n twitter: @Ms_pitzer

Check it Out!
#TheParishSchool
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Alumni Spotlight:
Lórien Wolter
Parish Student: 2011-2019

As a toddler, when Lórien began to speak, her parents Tish and Malcolm realized 
that she lacked natural conversational skills and could only repeat what was 
said to her. Doctors introduced them to the term “echolalia,” and soon, Lórien 
was diagnosed with ADHD and autism spectrum disorder. She attended a 
public school’s special needs program for a year before becoming a student 
at The Parish School at age 4.

Lórien attended The Parish School for eight years. During that time, she was 
an avid participant in Adventure Play, an afterschool program for all children 
(public or private, neurodiverse and neurotypical) ages 6-12. The program 
allows children to build their own playground on a three-acre space using 
tools, scrap materials and their growing imaginations.

“We were so impressed with AP that we also enrolled our neurotypical 
daughter, Morgan,” said Tish. ”AP offers such an amazing opportunity for  
‘Big City’ kids to have a safe, outdoor place to explore and experience freedom 
in a space designed by them.”

With the help of trained AP playworkers, Lórien and Morgan learned how to make things they imagined become 
a reality, as well as valuable friendship and peace-making skills. Lórien had developed anxiety over flying insects. 

Jill Wood, the program director, provided Lórien with patience, understanding and pink bat 
wings to help her discover her courage, while Morgan proved that you absolutely CAN fly 

down a zip line while wearing a formal dress, goggles and rain boots! 

AP provides a place where kids can be kids and experience the freedom, creativity 
and fun that adults remember from their childhood. What’s more, they do all this 
while implementing the academic and social skills they learn during their school day, 
but in a child-structured environment.

Today, Lórien attends Memorial Private High School, a private Christian school 
serving 6th-12th graders. 

“She’s adjusted so well, especially from being one of the oldest students at Parish 
to the youngest at Memorial Private,” said Tish. 

She has joined the National Junior Honor Society and is reportedly their “go-
to girl” whenever they have a student shadowing for the day because she’s so 
“friendly and helpful!” In her spare time, she also serves as Vice President of the 
local chapter and State Chairman of the Archives Committee for Children of the 

American Revolution.

“Becoming a Parish family was nothing short of life-changing,” said 
Tish. “Lórien found her words and thrived at Parish, becoming a 
confident, well-spoken young lady.”

-Tish, 
      Lórien’s mother

She’s adjusted so 
well, especially from 

being one of the oldest 
students at Parish  
to the youngest at 
Memorial Private

Letter from Head of School,
Cheval Bryant

Dear Parish Community,
I hope that you and your families are well and staying healthy. During my conversations with many of 

you over this school year, I have genuinely been encouraged by your level of engagement in ensuring 

our students and our entire community’s success as we continue to navigate these trying times.  

I realize that we have all made personal sacrifices for the greater good of the community. I speak for  

our entire senior leadership team in expressing gratitude for your patience and understanding!
Despite the difficulties brought on by the pandemic, we have enjoyed many successes this school  

year. Our amazing students have displayed an enormous amount of flexibility and resilience.  

They have continued to grow and share their bright minds with us through the challenges and changes. 

They have continued to smile, laugh and enjoy the things that make them happy. I was reminded 

of how impactful our talented educators are when I had to comfort one of our students on the last 

day before winter break. He was crying real tears because he did not want to leave school. What a 

testament to the love, nurture and care our students receive at The Parish School! Teachers have put 

their hearts and souls into their efforts to make this school year as close to normal as possible. It has 

not been an easy task! There are no words to sufficiently express my gratitude for their dedication.

The Parish School Board of Trustees has been equally dedicated to our success this school year.  

They have been very supportive during our COVID response and in many other ways as well.  

They have served as a sounding board and provided much needed legal and financial guidance  

based on their areas of expertise. In November 2020, they engaged with me and key school leaders  

to develop and approve our new strategic plan, which will guide the school and clinic’s direction over 

the next five years. As a part of our strategic planning process, several surveys were conducted to 

assess the health of the school in key areas. The results of our Independent School Management (ISM) 

surveys revealed that our faculty culture, parent satisfaction and executive leadership are very strong, 

and I am truly excited about the work ahead!Among the most exciting events to come this spring are the beginning of construction on the next 

phase of the Margaret Noecker Nature Center – Oak Creek Exploration Zone, and the 2021 gala. Oak 

Creek will be the premier outdoor learning space for our youngest students. Among its many features 

include a crawl-through tunnel, a meandering dry creek with bridges, an area for planting and growing 

vegetables, and a large oak tree that provides a gathering spot for reading and sharing thoughts. 

The Parish School’s 28th Annual Gala, Superhero Soirée, is scheduled to take place on Saturday,  

May 8, 2021 at the Ballroom at Bayou Place. During this fun-filled night out, guests will have the 

opportunity to peruse auction items, socialize and enjoy cocktails before a seated dinner and  

program. We hope you can join us for this exciting event that honors our school’s greatest 

superheroes - our instructional staff members! Each day that I serve the Parish community feels so special to me. I am honored to be on  

this journey with you!
               All the best,

      Cheval
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Campus Happenings:  
A Look Around Campus

Over the summer, Parish staff prepared the campus by putting many 
precautions in place for a safe return to in-person school. Plexiglass 
shields were installed on desks in elementary classes; facial shields  
were provided to all students; each class received a first aid kit to  
reduce trips to the nurse’s office; and electrostatic sprayers were 
purchased to help thoroughly disinfect buildings. 

Students learned about the importance of exercising 
their right to vote with a school-wide mock election.  
The event was hosted by the Upper Elementary Seekers 
class, complete with candidates, speech writers, 
poll workers and ballot counters. During morning 
announcements, candidates gave their election 
speeches to the school, and students and staff headed 
to the polls throughout the day. Some classes even 
created their own voter registration cards. Of course, 
everyone who participated proudly displayed an  
“I voted” sticker after submitting their vote!

Oriana III, the assistance dog-in-training at  
The Parish School celebrated her 1st birthday on 
November 2. Students, staff and families sent in handmade 
cards and special gifts for the puppy. Oriana is being 
raised by Upper Elementary Teacher/Speech-Language 
Pathologist, Heather Hillery. Heather is a volunteer puppy 
raiser for Canine Companions for Independence, an 
organization that places service dogs with people who 
have disabilities. Oriana is Heather’s third puppy to raise  
at The Parish School.

The Parish School welcomed students back this school 
year, both in-person and remotely. Staff helped guide 
students through all the new COVID-19 procedures, which 
include daily health screenings, social distancing from other 
classes, scheduled recess locations, and facial covering 
requirements for elementary students and staff. 

Elementary classes received a new technology update 
thanks to a very generous grant from an alumni family. 
Media carts replaced outdated Smart Boards and 
360-degree cameras allow live streaming of our  
face-to-face classes to students at home.

The Parish School’s Board of Trustees approved the start 
of construction for the Margaret Noecker Nature Center’s 
second phase of development, Oak Creek Exploration Zone. 
The current preschool playground will soon be transformed 
into an engaging outdoor classroom – a stimulating and 
magical play environment with tunnels, sand play, hills, tree 
swings, building blocks and loose-parts materials – designed 
to give our children a place where their imaginations can 
soar and their skills can thrive. Oak Creek Exploration Zone 
will embrace our 4- to 6- year-olds and our Carruth clients in 
this new evergreen adventure. A groundbreaking event took 
place on December 16, 2020, to commemorate the occasion.

Parish grandparents have been helping to keep our 
campus gardens looking beautiful! If you’re a grandparent 
wanting to get more involved at The Parish School while 
spending some quality time with your grandchild,  
join the Parish Grandparents’ Garden Group!  
Email tgarth@parishschool.org for more info.

When asked what their dream outdoor library classroom 
would look like, students replied, “a cozy spot under a big 
tree, away from play areas where we can read and learn.” 
Unfortunately, poison ivy and other brush made the 
available space on campus unwelcoming. Parish librarian, 
Jill Wood, reached out to Rent-a-Ruminant Texas, who 
generously volunteered to construct a fence and bring 20 goats to campus to help clear 
the space. They arrived for a day’s worth of grazing, and the opportunity for students to 
see some adorable goats and witness some creative problem-solving.
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The Parish Way: Why We Teach the Way We Do

Educational Philosophy
The first teacher Robbin hired was Margaret Noecker, a 
kindergarten teacher who worked at the Kinkaid School. 

The two instantly hit it off. They agreed that they wanted 
to take a language-based approach to educate their 
students while also providing a multi-sensory and multi-
disciplinary learning environment that included lots of 
play and lots of positive, nurturing energy. 

From here, The Parish Way was born.

In the early days, Robbin and Margaret determined 
their early childhood classes would be led by speech-
language pathologists. As the program later expanded to 
include elementary ages, they decided special education 
teachers would lead these older students, with speech-
language pathologists supporting the classes for 6-8 
hours per week as co-educators. The strong emphasis 
on receiving direct instruction from a SLP for hours a 
day, day in and day out, was unique to The Parish School 
at the time. Robbin and Margaret’s approach provided 
significant therapeutic support for the growth of children 
who have special learning needs. 

Building Confidence
Robbin wanted her school to be a very different 
environment from where children had been struggling, 
so The Parish School has a casual, camp-like 
atmosphere. Students call teachers by their first name, 
just as campers do with camp counselors. Faculty dress 
casually to not look intimidating or like authoritarian 
figures to children. Each class is given a name like the 
“Armadillos,” “Tigers,” or “Seekers” to give students 
a sense of belonging on a team. Children who have 

language or learning disabilities may struggle socially and 
might not always be picked to be on teams, so Robbin 
wanted to make sure all Parish children have a place and 
a team to belong.

Margaret and Robbin’s vision was to create a place 
where children feel confident, where children feel smart 
again, and where children can take risks. They believed 
that a child’s confidence could be destroyed very easily 
and they needed to create an atmosphere where they 
would want to come and where they would feel able to 
take chances. Teachers are trained to reframe anything 
negative into positive rules or comments to nurture 
students and build relationships and confidence. For 
example, instead of saying, “no running,” they say, 
“walking feet.” Instead of saying, “you’re too loud,”  
they say, “use your inside voice.” It was so important  
to Robbin and Margaret for children to feel safe, and  
that The Parish Schhol was a new start and a new 
beginning for them.

To further build children’s self-esteem, The Parish School 
does not have grades or grade levels. The idea behind 
this concept is that if you take away the grade level,  
you also take away the stigma associated with being 
behind. This helps everyone feel better about where  
the child is, rather than comparing them to their siblings, 
cousins or friends. 

Instead of grade levels, children are placed in multi-age/
multi-level groupings, allowing them to learn from peer 
models while also having the opportunity to be a model 
for other children. The beauty of a multi-age classroom 
is that the older children can peer tutor the younger 
children, which in turn, helps cement their knowledge of 
the topic. When those children move up to the next level, 
they then become the student and the older students 
in the lower level then become the teacher. Muti-age 
groupings also allow students the possibility of staying 
with the same teacher for multiple years, reducing a 
learning curve for students and the teachers at the 
beginning of the school year. 

Integrated Arts and Sciences
Robbin believed that every child has a strength, and as 
the adults in their lives, our job is to find that strength, 
nurture it, and communicate to that child how special 
they are. Often children may struggle in every other 
area but shine through music, art, drama, makerspaces, 

The original school campus circa 1986

When Robbin Parish was in graduate school studying to become a speech-language 
pathologist, she dreamed of buying a Texas Hill Country summer camp and turning it 
into a residential treatment center for children with language-based learning differences. 
She wanted to create a place where children’s differences could be embraced, where 
they could learn the way they learn best, and where they could feel confident and have 
a place where they belong. In 1983, Robbin’s dream became a reality when she opened 
the doors to The Parish School. Today, the school is situated on 17 beautiful acres in West 
Houston, with a capacity of up to 146 students, and a mission to educate children who 
have communication delays and learning differences, empowering them with the tools 
to succeed. The teaching philosophies of Robbin Parish and long-time head of school, 
Margaret Noecker, define what is affectionately termed “The Parish Way,” a philosophy 
that we continue to employ at The Parish School every day.

How It Began
Robbin Parish grew up spending each summer at Camp Waldemar 
in Hunt, TX. While she did not excel in school, she thrived at Camp 
Waldemar. It was a place where she truly felt the best about herself.  
It was out of this love for summer camp that Robbin’s idea for  
The Parish School emerged. It wasn’t until graduate school that Robbin 
realized she learned differently. She learned best through discussion of 
her studies. This realization was the bedrock of her philosophy: to teach 
children how they learn best and to teach children, and their parents,  
to advocate for their learning style. 

A few years into her practice as a speech-language pathologist, Robbin’s 
client families were frustrated that their children were falling behind in 
traditional school settings. They asked her to start a school in Houston  
as soon as she could. Robbin told the families that if they could find the 
land that looks like a camp, she would do it. Within a week, the parents 
returned with a property that enabled Robbin to open The Parish School  
to six students. 
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While elementary classes follow the IBL model, early 
childhood believes in the power of play. Whether singing 
along to a nursery rhyme, building a fort out of boxes, 
or pretending to be a Starbucks barista, through these 
playful interactions, a child works through their emotions 
and learns language, fine and gross motor skills, social 
language and academic concepts.

Supporting Whole- 
Child Learning
In the early 2000s, Parish Speech-Language Pathologist 
Renee Attaway realized that despite the quality and 
effective language intervention being provided in the 
classroom, students were still struggling socially. Studies 
show 70% of children with learning disabilities have 
major difficulties socially when dealing with their peers. 
In contrast, only 15% of kids without learning disabilities 
struggle socially. Renee sought to learn everything she 
could about the social mind and discovered the work 
of Michelle Garcia Winner, founder of Social Thinking®. 
When she introduced Michelle’s methodology to 
Margaret Noecker, who was Head of School at the time, 
she was given the go-ahead to work Social Thinking 
concepts into the Parish curriculum.

Today, Social Learning at The Parish School includes 
both group therapy, overnight summer camps, and a 
school-based program. Renee trains and supports staff 
on the most up-to-date research in social intervention. 
Additionally, Parish infuses Social Thinking into its 
social-emotional program across campus. From early 
childhood to upper elementary, all classrooms use the 
Social Thinking methodology to increase students’  
social competencies.

Additionally, The Parish School implements the Nurtured 
Heart Approach®, a methodology where children 
receive praise, energy and recognition through positive 

behaviors they display. The Nurtured Heart Approach 
is integrated into the school’s programming to help 
students express themselves in socially and emotionally 
appropriate ways. 

Mental health professionals on staff support students’ 
social-emotional needs and provide preventative and 
intervention strategies to promote successful group 
learning, regulation, independence and resilience. 
Suppose a student is having an emotionally challenging 
day and their teachers are having a difficult time 
supporting them. In that case, these specialists are 
available to step in and help the child regulate their 
emotions, and can advise their teachers and parents  
on strategies to support that child in the future.

Parents are Valued Partners
From the beginning, The Parish School has aimed to  
help parents become advocates for their children by 
the time they leave and transition to a new learning 
environment. Through adult education sessions, 
blog posts, and a podcast on education and child 
development topics, The Parish School provides an 
education for the whole family.  

The other benefit to being at The Parish School is the 
parent community. Often, when a child has a learning 
difference or learning disability, extended family may not 
understand the child’s behaviors or the decisions that a 
parent is making. Volunteering at PTO events, attending 
a class party, helping out at Family Garden Day, engaging 
in the Parent Facebook Forum all give Parish families a 
way to connect and engage with others who are going 
through similar situations.

Neither Robbin nor Margaret are with us today, but their 
legacies and The Parish Way will continue thanks to the 
amazing students and dedicated staff members who 
enter the doors of The Parish School each and every day.

nature, library or physical education. Parish students 
attend each arts and science class at least once a week. 
These classes are integrated into The Parish School 
curriculum, and arts and science educators regularly 
collaborate with teachers to support learning in  
the classroom. 

“Often, children may struggle in every other area, and 
fine arts may be the place that they absolutely shine,” 
said Terri Garth, The Parish School’s Director of Arts 
and Sciences, who was hired by Robbin and Margaret 
almost 30 years ago. “It enables them to see themselves 
differently, and it enables their parents and their family 
members and friends to see them as abled rather  
than disabled.”

Campus Environment  
and Enhancements
The campus where the school sits today opened in 
November 2004, and it truly brought Robbin’s vision  
of a school that looked like a Texas Hill Country summer 
camp to life. Buildings are constructed of limestone, 
classes are housed in separate cottages connected by 
pathways and bridges, and nature trails, an outdoor 
fireplace and community gardens all add to the look  
she envisioned. Classrooms feature large, open windows 
to help bring the feeling of nature indoors, and nature 
learning class is integrated into the curriculum to  
allow students to explore their natural environment  
(see “Big Stakes for Little Gardeners,” pg. 12).

The Parish School individualizes learning for each 
student and teaches to their strengths. Some children 
may be visual learners, others may be auditory learners, 
and some may have auditory processing struggles.  
For these reasons, classrooms use a variety of pictures 
and posted schedules to support students’ language 
comprehension. Students can wear headphones if  
they find a situation too loud or may use special learning 
apps to support their classwork. Classes are also 
equipped with a sound system to enhance the teacher’s 
voice during group instruction and interactive media 
carts, iPads and laptops to further prepare students  
for success in the digital world (see Campus Happenings, 
pg. 6).

Robbin and Margaret felt having pets on campus had a 
calming influence that taught children to care for other 
living creatures. The school features a turtle garden, 
where a long-time staff member brings her pet turtles 

to graze and where students can pay a visit and admire. 
Teachers also invite animal guests to school to introduce 
children to care for pets of all kinds (see Campus 
Happenings, pg. 7). There is also an upper elementary 
teacher currently raising her third assistance dog on 
campus (see “Parish Puppy Goes to Prison,” pg. 17). 

“It’s really interesting that we have service dogs on 
campus,” said Terri. “That correlates perfectly with  
what Robbin and Margaret both believed!”

Multi-Sensory Teaching  
and Experiences
Robbin never believed in workbooks and worksheets. 
She wanted children to learn experientially and through 
hands-on learning. For example, students who are 
cooking and measuring out ingredients hardly realize 
they’re using mathematical or scientific skills since 
they’re having fun making a tasty treat! 

During the 2017-18 school year, The Parish School began 
piloting an approach with elementary students that 
emphasizes the child’s role in learning termed “inquiry-
based learning (IBL).” In actuality, this is the child-led, 
hands-on vision that The Parish School has practiced 
since its inception, but has become more recognized in 
mainstream education with a written framework that has 
been developed around it. With inquiry-based learning, 
students are encouraged to explore subjects, ask 
questions, and share ideas instead of teachers  
telling students what they need to know. In 2018,  
The Parish School formally adopted the approach  
school-wide. 

“It’s so funny that we talk about starting this new inquiry-
based learning or project-based learning program at  
The Parish School when that’s what we were always 
doing,” said Terri. “But now, it has a name and it’s  
been expanded and falls exactly in line with  
The Parish School’s vision.”

Renee Attaway
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Big Stakes for Little Gardeners

Think about the thrill of a child proudly making you an offer like that!  
This fall, The Parish School implemented the Junior Master Garden 
program, a curriculum that can make that gift possible by leading 
students along the path from planting to plate.

Junior Master Gardener (JMG) is an international youth gardening 
program that engages students in hands-on, self-directed food cultivation 
projects. JMG gives teachers text and multi-media support materials with 
a core curriculum aimed at moving our upper elementary children into 
a more expansive experience of nature-learning that already gives them 
so much joy. As students complete selected programs, they’re rewarded 
with one of three different levels of certification. (See next page.)

Students start by selecting what they want to grow, then they design and 
plot their gardens. So far, each of the two upper elementary groups has 
built its garden. One group has chosen to grow herbs, and the other has 
decided on vegetables.

We’ve seen how responsive children become when exploring their 
environment. The Margaret Noecker Nature Center has been the 
foundation for this embrace of nature and for the progress we can see 
in their development. We’ve watched them experience wonder, become 
more communicative, fit more easily into a working team, feel pride in 
themselves, and build interpersonal relationships. JMG piggybacks on 
that success by creating new opportunities to increase their interest 
in science, pursue independent and group learning, and take an active 
interest in nutrition. 

Nature Learning Educator Lisa Smith completed JMG teacher training in 
2019 and leads the program at The Parish School. Lisa explained that 
upper elementary classes are the first to participate and will earn their 
certifications in the Golden Ray Series, a 12-week unit that’s a stepping 
stone to full JMG certification. 

Junior Master Gardener is part of the University Cooperative Extension 
Network, and is backed by years of research by universities and 
institutions that include Texas A&M Health Science Center, the National 
Institute of Food and Agriculture, the U.S. Department of Agriculture,  
and the UT Health Science Center Houston – School of Public Health.

“Junior Master Gardener is an internationally recognized program, and 
we’re so happy to bring it to The Parish School,” Lisa said. “It’s almost 
selfish on my part, because I’m having as much fun as the kids!”

• To learn to garden. 
• It helps the environment. 

• In the future, it might be a job. 
• You can feed yourself.

Can I make you  

a fresh salad?

How about a crispy 

treat using carrots 

I dug out of my 

garden?

Top Reason Students Are Excited to Join 

the Junior Master Gardener Program:

Junior Master Gardener 
Class Components 

and Projects

Level One JMG 
Certification Programs

Sharpening Science Skills:  
Includes lessons on plant 

growth, plant classification, 
veggie research and food 

energy.

Lessons:  
Includes topics like nutrients to 
grow, plant parts we eat, paper 

towel gardening, and a one-
week dinner tracker.

Features:  
Using ingredients from the 

children’s gardens in recipes 
such as cinnamon carrot 

crunch, garden skillet sizzle, 
leaf lettuce and strawberry 

salad, and spinach quesadillas. 
Junior Master  

Gardener® Certification:  
The top, level-one program, 

earned by meeting 
requirements for all 44 

teaching concepts in the eight-
chapter JMG Teacher Guide 
And Youth Handbook. In all, 

students will complete 44 
group activities, 44 individual 

activities, and eight community 
service/leadership projects.

Golden Ray  
Series℠ Certification:  

Can be a stand-alone program 
or a steppingstone toward 
full Certified Junior Master 

Gardener recognition. Teachers 
can choose any combination 

of 12 activities from a selected 
chapter in the teacher guide or 
handbook, one life skill/career 
exploration activity from the 

handbook, and participation in 
one community service project.

“Our goal for the 
future is to start with 

lower elementary 
students and have 

those students fully 
JMG certified by the 
time they complete 
upper elementary,” 
Lisa said. “Full JMG 
certification takes 

two years.”
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Located on The Parish School’s beautiful, 17-acre campus in West Houston, 
Camp Acorn offers the following programs:

	 •	Language Intervention Camp: Classroom-based language therapy led by speech-
language pathologists and certified teachers for children ages 2-12 who have 
communication delays or learning differences.

	 •	Adventure Play Camp: A unique opportunity for children to engage in self-directed 
outdoor play and construct their own playground with the support of trained  
playworkers. Open to all children ages 6-12 -- those with language needs, their  
siblings, and the general community.

	 •	Sibling Day Camp: A fun-filled camp experience for siblings of students attending our 
language intervention program.

	 •	Early Morning and Afternoon Enrichment: Elementary classes offer a variety of 
extracurricular activities: cooking, yoga, art, splash day and more! Early Childhood 
students have an opportunity for rest time and participation in fun physical activities,  
arts and crafts, and more.

Promoting hands-on learning,  
growing self-esteem and  

developing communication.

Summer Camp

Application Online!
www.parishschool.org/campacorn

11001 Hammerly Blvd., Houston, TX 77043  |  713.467.4696 x.1116

June 8-July 1, 2021

Language.
Learning.Lots of fun!

The Parish School Launches
of Unbabbled

Listen online at www.parishschool.org/podcast or subscribe to “Unbabbled”  
for free in any podcast player, such as Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts or  
Spotify. Please give us a rating and review, too!

•	 Understanding Childhood Apraxia of Speech  
with Expert Nancy Kaufman

•	 A Parent’s Perspective with Justin Keller
•	 The Importance of Early Intervention with Anne Powers
•	 Autism Spectrum Disorder 101 with Dr. Cathy Guttentag
•	 High-Risk Behavior in Children and Teens  

with Dr. Crystal Collier

Topics and Guests Include:Topics and Guests Include:

Navigating the world of special education, 
communication delays and learning differences 
can be a challenge. Tune in to hear Stephanie 
Landis and Meredith Krimmel, two Parish 
speech-language pathologists, as they interview 
guests from parents to industry professionals. 
Each episode covers a different topic related to 
education or child development and provides 
guidance, insight and hope to those touched  
by children who learn differently.

Season3Season3

And More!
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UnLuncheon Raises More Than $130,000

The Parish School raised more than $130,000 with 
its virtual UnLuncheon/12th Annual Luncheon held 
October 1. Current Parish mom, Jennifer Campo, 
welcomed guests on behalf of her parents, Mo and 
Ric Campo and Camden Living, who were one of the 
presenting sponsors of the event. Sponsors and ticket 
holders watched the special video presentation which 
featured Head of School, Cheval Bryant and provided an 
overview of The Parish School and its mission to educate 
children who have communication delays and learning 
differences, empowering them with the tools to succeed.

Current Parish parent, Michael Hold, MD, gave an 
engaging testimonial that described his son, Michael 
Hold, Jr.’s journey to The Parish School and the 
improvements he has made since he began attending 
the school in 2019. 

“We really saw right from the beginning how Michael was 
progressing,” said Dr. Hold. “We cherish some of the fond 
memories his first year, including the winter program, 
where he went up in front of an audience of adults and 
sang with his peers. We could not have imagined that 
being a possibility with him, but he did it.”

The big draw to the virtual event was keynote speaker, 
Ellen Dodge, MEd, CCC-SLP, who provided timely advice 
for teachers and parents on how to help children 
better control their emotions and communicate their 
feelings. Ellen is the Education Director and author of 
Kimochis’ Social-Emotional Learning Curriculum, which 
helps promote better understanding and stronger, 
more resilient relationships with others. Her decades 
of research and training have allowed her to publish 
numerous books and articles on the importance of 
teaching social-emotional learning tools and practices.

As an added benefit, UnLuncheon sponsors and ticket 
holders received a link to download Ellen Dodge’s 
feelings resource cards and were invited to attend a 
follow-up question and answer session, where they could 
chat with Ellen and ask questions about her method.

“It was a pleasure to learn from Ellen and feel 
supported,” said Parish mom, Parul Shah. “I highly 
encourage other parents to view the UnLuncheon video 
and try Ellen’s cards!”

The UnLuncheon was presented by Mo and Ric Campo, 
Jenny Elkins, and Susan and Fayez Sarofim, and supported 
by technology sponsors, Adonia and Kevin Cokinos.

The Parish School’s luncheon is held each year to benefit 
the school and its financial assistance fund, which makes a 
Parish education possible for families who may otherwise 
be unable to afford this specialized learning environment. 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the event was moved 
online, but allowed for anyone, anywhere to view the 
event from the comfort of their own home or office at 
their own time. 

Through online event donations, The Parish School 
raised more than $30,000. An unexpected and extremely 
generous donation of an additional $100,000 came into 
the school, which put the UnLuncheon as the highest 
grossing luncheon to-date!

Ellen Dodge’s 5 Keys to Communication
These key strategies allow grown-ups to practice, manage, 
regulate and stay connected with their children.

1.  Get someone’s attention 	 4.  Choose helping words 
2.  Use a talking voice 	 5.  Redo hurtful moments 
3.  Use a talking face and body 	  

For more info on Ellen and Kimochis, visit www.kimochis.com.

Written by the Seekers Class: Lucas, 
Elyse, Makaia, Will, Anil, Andrew, 
Aidan, Tai, Matthew and John

The Seekers are raising a puppy named 
Oriana III. She is not our puppy. She 
belongs to an organization, Canine 
Companions for Independence (CCI), 
that gives highly trained assistance 
dogs free of charge to Veterans and 
people with disabilities. Oriana came to 
The Parish School in January 2020. She 
is being raised by our teacher, Heather 
Hillery. Heather is a volunteer puppy 
raiser for CCI. Oriana is the third puppy 
that she has raised in our school.

But now… Oriana is going to prison! 
Why? How? What, you ask? Well, Oriana 
is going to prison with her puppy raiser, 
Heather, who is driving her there. She’s 
going there because she is going to be 
practicing her commands in a different 
place with a different person. She is 
going to the Federal Prison Camp Bryan 
in Bryan, Texas, where she will live and 
work with a female inmate for four 
weeks. The inmate will take Oriana to 

lunch, dinner, yard time, free time, and 
cell time during the day and night. The 
inmates will have all of the equipment 
for Oriana, like her toys, her food bowl, 
her bed, her leash, and her treats; you 
can’t forget her treats. 

The CCI program was started at the 
Federal Prison Camp Bryan by Barb 
Kubiak in April 2010. CCI sees the most 
success with puppies that are raised 
inside the prison system because of 
the constant attention the animals 
receive from their puppy raisers.  
The women inmates have said that 
the program “is very rewarding...it’s 
an amazing feeling.” “The dogs bring a 
calming effect to the prison. Everyone 
wants to be involved.” “Not only do  
we teach dogs, the dogs teach us.”

Right now, there are no puppies at the 
prison because CCI is not breeding 
puppies during the COVID pandemic. 
The inmates miss the puppies. They 
are having a camp for puppies that live 
in Texas so they can help to raise the 
puppies, give the puppies a different 
experience, and let the regular puppy 
raisers have a break. Only nine puppies 
were selected for the special puppy 
camp and Oriana is one of them. We 
wish her well and we look forward to 
our first postcard from her. 

The following story was submitted by 
the Upper Elementary class, the Seekers, 
whose lead teacher is Heather Hillery, 
a volunteer puppy raiser with Canine 
Companions for Independence. Heather 
is currenty raising her third CCI puppy 
at The Parish School – Oriana III, who 
has been invited to attend training at the 
Federal Prison Camp Bryan.

For this assignment, the students worked 
with their teaching team to collectively 
write the “Puppy Goes to Prison” article. 
Additionally, they have included a weather 
report, comics, upcoming events and other 
items you might find in a newspaper. 

While Oriana’s trip to prison has 
been temporarily put on hold due to 
COVID-19, we’re sure you’ll still enjoy the 
Seekers’ work, that tells you all about her 
adventures to come!

Parish Puppy Goes to Prison

There are special rooms for the inmates and 
puppies to live in.
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How Oriana Got to Prison

PUPPY 
JOKES

Creative Writing by Aidan T.

Hello humans! I am ORIANA. Why do 
you like to look straight at me, and 
then ignore me every time when I talk? 
BARK! Well, I guess you can’t speak 
dog. I’m not trying to scare you, but I’m 
really scared about PUPPY GOES TO 
PRISON! WHAT! AND WHY??? Here is 
how my story happened. I used to be 
a good girl when I helped people with 
stuff and got treats that were made 
out of candy! My friends got what they 

needed, and we started to steal treats 
from other dogs. More dogs kept doing 
it, and eventually I made a gang of dogs 
over the dog years. It was amazing, 
but there was a big accident. I was 
captured by a police dog. He took me 
to prison, and dognapped my friends. 
We were taken away in different trucks. 
I was put in prison. I was thinking how 
to escape, but knew my bones were 
taken away. I started crying in my cell 
until I got an idea. I got my hand on the 
lock from the outside and unlocked my 

cell. I was free! But then, the police dog 
ran after me with a human. So I start 
running for my life. I knew I wasn’t 
going to make it because the dog was 
very fast. He was gaining on me so 
I flew out a window into the garbage 
truck. I escaped from the puppy 
prison, and I was taken to a landfill.  
I found my bones! But, I forgot to get 
my friends out of that prison. I could 
choose to get my friends out of prison, 
or to get caught again. I was thankful.  
I got out alive!

By Anil M. 
(answers on pg. 19)

These dog jokes will 
make you howl with 

laughter!

What kind of dog  
does Dracula have?

What does a dog  
and the cell phone  
have in common?

Why was the dog such  
a good storyteller?

What kind of dog  
doesn’t bark?

Puppy Escapes Prison!

The K-9 Weather Channel

Dog Sports

By John Z.

Hello everybody. Welcome to the K-9 weather channel! As 
always, I will be your host John Z. Today we will be looking 
at the weather. Let’s check it out! It looks like in the United 
States of Dogville, in the west where Toy Town, Dog Hair 
Heights, Chewy Mountain, and in Vet o’ Pet is located, they 
are having a flood of dog treats! In the east where Dog 
Pool Docks is, a tornado of dog toys is heading their way! 
In Dogville DC, in the north, clouds are coming their way. 
When  it comes, it will drop dogs! Now in the south, in Doge 
Castle, it will be snowing steaks! That is it, thank you so 
much for reading this. If you’re watching this, then thanks 
for watching. That is it for today and see you around! This 
is the  K-9 weather channel host: John, signing OFF! 

Disc dog is a game that you can play with your dog. You can play at home/
practice. You throw a disc and you watch your dog catch the disc. 

Dock diving is a dog sport where you throw your dog’s favorite toy over water 
and you see how far your dog goes without touching the water.

Agility is a game for you and your dog. It needs a lot of practice. Your dog has to 
beat a course while off a leash with nothing to guide the dog. 

Dog carting is a dog sport that any breed of dogs can play. It’s a dog sport that 
your dog pulls a cart that has stuff in it.

**Warning: Not all of the rules of the dog sports are here and I don’t think that guide 
dogs can play the dog sports.

Dear Becca, 
I’m Elyse B., I am a student at  
The Parish School. We are making 
a puppy goes to prison newspaper. 
My job is to interview people from 
the prison program. Here are the 
questions about the prison program. 

Puppy goes to prison  
interview questions:  
1. How do you like puppy prison?   
2. Are your dogs excited? 
3. Are you excited? 
4. Will your dogs have fun? 
5. Do you hope they have fun?

From, Elyse B.

At Federal Prison Camp Bryan, the 
prisoner called Oriana has escaped 
prison on January 1, 2021. There is 
evidence that Oriana escaped prison 
by chewing through the prison walls 
and bars. She stole a cop car and 
drove the car to Houston. After that, 
she drove the car off a cliff and went 
to The Parish School to get back to the 
Seekers classroom.

Ever since the incident, pet stores 
had been robbed and soon there was 
nothing left in the pet stores to loot. 
We are on a sharp lookout for Oriana. 
Please, if you see her, call 911 and send 
the location of the sightings. We will 
pay you $150.00 if you catch the thief. 

Andrew T. is one of the people who 
witnessed a dog that was running out 

of pet stores. “Thank you for having me 
on the news! When I first saw the dog 
walking out of a pet store, I freaked 
out. I thought I was going to die.”

Back to the reporter. Thank you for 
your story. Please call 911 and help 
us catch Oriana. Thank you for your 
support.

By Lucas B.

Puppy Joke Answers: 1. A bloodhound 2. They both have a collar ID 3. She knew how to paws for a dramatic affect 4. A hush puppy

By Matthew W.

Puppy Goes To Prison Comic by Andrew T. Dog Treat Recipe by Makaia G.
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Save The Dates
Spring Family 
Garden Day

Saturday, March 27, 2021
27th Annual 
Elementary 
Musical

Thursday, May 6, 2021 
(Tentative)

St. Thomas High School 
4500 Memorial Dr

Life After
The Parish School

Thursday, March 25, 2021

Last Day 
of School
Friday, May 28, 2021

28th Annual Gala: 

Superhero Soiree

Saturday, May 8, 2021

The Ballroom at Bayou Place 

500 Texas St

Honoring The Parish School’s 

Instructional Staff

www.parishschool.org/gala

Parent & 
Volunteer 

Appreciation
Friday, May 21, 2021 

(Tentative)

Camp Acorn
June 8 - July 1, 2021

The Parish School’s Annual Fund

Classroom enhancements, programming and technology that impacts every student and teacher every day

Tuition assistance/scholarships for deserving students

Professional development for faculty and staff

Offset basic school operations, as tuition covers on average between 75-80% of budgeted expenses

Supporting SEEDS for Growth is one of the best ways you can show your love and appreciation for  
The Parish School. Donations to the annual fund have an immediate and meaningful impact on  
students and teachers. Support SEEDS for Growth today! All gifts, no matter the size, will help…

Make a donation at www.parishschool.org/seeds.

If you have any questions, contact Holly Wilbourn, Director of Advancement at hwilbourn@parishschool.org.

What does my donation support?

What covers the annual cost of educating 
a child at The Parish School?

2019-20 Participation

Donations 25%

Tuition 75%

All 140  All 140  
students benefit!students benefit!

All 124 
students benefit!

Parents

Faculty and Staff

Board of Trustees

80% 90% 100%85% 95%
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The Parish School 2019-20 Annual Report

The Parish Children’s School and Subsidiaries Consolidated 
Statement of Financial Position as of July 31, 2020

Consolidated Statement of Changes in
Net Assets as of July 31, 2020

Assests

Cash and Cash Equivalents $ 6,333,431

Property and Equipment 5,145,798

Other Assets 395,672

Total Assets $ 11,874,901

Liability Payable and Accrued Liabilities

Accounts Payable and Accrued Liabilities $ 334,896

Deferred Revenues 1,993,140

Notes Payable /Capital Lease Obligation 992,442

Total Liabilities $ 3,320,478

Without Donor Restrictions $ 6,557,502

With Donor Restrictions 1,996,921

Total Net Assets $ 8,554,423

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $ 11,874,901

Revenues and Support

Tuition and Fees $ 5,979,547

   Net of Financial Assistance

Contributions 845,966

Special Events 474,489

Other Income 122,190

Total Revenue $ 7,422,192

Expenses

Educational Programs 6,083,868

General and Administrative 807,774

Fundraising 247,409

Total Expenses $ 7,139,051

Change in Net Assets 283,141

Net Assets, Beginning of Year 8,271,282

Net Assets, End of Year $ 8,554,423

Revenues & 
Support

2% Other Income

6% Special Events

12% Contributions

81% Tuition

3% Fundraising

11% General & 
Administrative

86% Program

Expenses

2019-20 Donors
We appreciate your donations from $1 to $1 million! Your generosity serves children who have 
communication delays and learning differences by funding financial assistance, the Margaret Noecker 
Nature Center, professional development for staff…and so much more.   

 Thank you.
Special thanks to everyone who donated to our SEEDS for Growth campaign, notated with an asterisk.  
SEEDS for Growth, one of our most important fundraisers, is an annual campaign that raises funds  
to cover the gap between what tuition covers and the actual cost of a Parish education. During the  
2019-20 school year, 100% of staff and board members contributed and 88% of parents gave.  
Additionally, grandparents who contributed $500+ to this special fund are listed with their  
grandchild’s name. If you’re interested in giving to this important campaign this school year,  
please visit our website or email hwilbourn@parishschool.org. 

The Parish School received the following gifts between August 1, 2019 and July 31, 2020.

$100,000+

Ruby R Vale Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Fayez Sarofim*  

in honor of Nella Sarofim
The Carruth Foundation, Inc.*

$50,000 - $99,999

Hamill Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999 

Kate and Doug Bacon*
Olga and Gerald Balboa*
Mo and Ric Campo
Adonia and Kevin Cokinos*
Ellwood Foundation*
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Ruth and Ted Bauer  

Family Foundation
The Brown Foundation, Inc.

$10,000 - $24,999

Arena Foundation
Lisa and Buzz Baker
Astley Blair
Michael Briscoe and Alicia Waits*
Suzanne and Timothy Brown* in 

honor of Wesley Schrauff
Sharon and Adam English
Connie and Harold Estes
Beatriz and Bennett Goodman*
Houston Junior Woman’s Club
Betty and Art Howe* in honor of 

Kate Sullivan
Jenny and Luke Johnson*
John Keeton*
Eleonora and Bryan Leibman*
Susan and Alan Friedman / Mary 

Potishman Lard Trust* in 
honor of Evie Friedman

MD Anderson Foundation*
Margaret and Ben Morris
Jeanne and Joe Bob Perkins*
Maria and Joe Probst*
Jaspreet Sandhu and 

Harvinderpal Singh*
Daniella and Patrick Simpson
SK Foundation*
The Marie Fay Evnochides Fund

$5,000 - $9,999

AIG*
Aisha Albimani and  

Lyle Wincentsen*
Jennifer and James Brolan
Cheval Bryant*
Carolyn and Platt Davis
Teri and Pete DeFazio*
Rachel and Adam Dunn
Alyson and David Ebro*
Jenny Arnold Elkins* in honor of 

Benjamin Davis
Margaret and T.J. Farnsworth*
Corrine Finan
Jennie and Doug Getten
Maritza and Manuel Gonzales
Grose Family Foundation
Laurie and Alfredo Gutierrez*
Hess Corporation*
Holzer Family DAF
Houston Astros Baseball Club
Kelly and Chris Ivie*
Jones and Granger  

Attorneys at Law
Meredith Marshall
Nancy and Patrick Mendenhall
Ashleigh and JR Rickertsen*
Nancy and Mark Sheen* in honor 

of Cade Beckham
Shell Oil Company*
Darlene and Steve Steen
Ofi and Vuk Vujasinovic*
Janice and Michael Willett
Worldwide Power Products

$2,500 - $4,999

Demetrios Anaipakos
Tracie and Chuck Bates*
Cara and Brian Beckcom
Page and Gregory Cokinos
Theresa and Ron Cornett
Joelle and Mitch Derrick
Julie and Daniel Droog*
Janet and Matt Eckert
Erin and Jim Eisenman*
Floridian
Terri and Tanner Garth*
Ginger and Phillip Gobe
Sydney and Barry Goss*

Halliburton North Belt Campus
Cathy Herr
Mrs. Tandra Jackson
Glenda and Tommy Jamail* in 

honor of Maddie Elkins
The JBD Foundation
Ann and John Johnson
Linda and Bob Kelly
Lindsay and Lewis Leavitt
Jennifer and Robert Lee*
Lori and Philip Luna* in honor of 

Ava Luna
Pat and Ed Martin* in honor of 

Will Martin
Gail and Richard Matthews
Susan and Brian McConn*
Midway Foundation
Ann Neyland*
Paulita Carlotta
Tish Prior Peden and  

David Peden*
PlainsCapital Bank
Ron and Ella Lee  

Lassiter Foundation*
Stephanie von Stein Schusterman 

and Mark Schusterman
Katherine and Tyler Smith*
Speedy Printing - Katy Freeway
Laura Stamey
Suzanne and Geoffrey Streit*
The Law Offices of Heriberto 

Ramos and Associates
Shelly and Robert Thomas
Vujasinovic and Beckcom
Jessica and Matthew Williams*
Kay and Danny Williamson
Cherrill Farnsworth and  

Peter Pavluk
Bailey and Simon Haidamous*
Claire and David de Roode*
Betty Ann and John Taylor

$1,000 - $2,499

Leah and Ford Alexander*
Al’s Handmade Boots
Amegy Bank
Aperture Cellars
Eloisa and Nicolas Arteaga*
Marisol and Patricio Arteaga

Kathe Baker
Bank of Texas - Downtown
Jennifer and Erik Bartsch*
Tulio Benitez
Nancy and Tom Bewley*
Katie and Michael Bloom
Stephanie and Danny Bodiford*
BOKF Foundation
Mary Ellen Bos
Gregory Brown and  

Leah Schlater-Brown*
Camden Living
Jennifer Campo and  

Rusty Rogers*
Cynthia and Richard Celli
Maribel and Charles Chen
Children’s Learning Institute
City Kitchen Catering
Averill and David Conn*
Nancy Cook*
Margaret and Warren Davis*
Michele and Rod Desroches
Desroches Partners, LLP
Liz and Greg Dillard*
Eric Estes and  

Adriana Potoczniak*
Leah and John Fordham*
Blair and Jack Foster
Brant Fulcher
Sarah Fuller Luna and  

Samuel Luna
Gensler
Terry and Ken Goodman
Melinda and Steven Gordon*
Alicia and Garrett Gordy
Gulf Offshore Rentals, LLC
Cathy Guttentag*
Pamela and Larry Hall
Maria Hammond
Jody and Mike Harrington
Alicia and Juan Hartsfield
Amy Heilbrun*
Micah Heilbrun*
Java Time Productions
Brenda and Brad Jones
Brigitte Kalai
Kathy and Gary Kolkhorst* in 

honor of Coy Kolkhorst
Katie and Chad Lyons
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Lisa and Anthony Marre
Lori and Neil Martin*
Sofia and Owen Massey
Ginnie and Tim McConn
Randi and Kevin McConn
Rita and Bob McConn
Deborah and Doug McKenzie
Natalie Mohtashami
Gary Moss*
Neuhaus Education Center
Evelyn and Kim Nordin*
Leanne and Kieran O’Brien*
Maria and Christopher Pappas
Pappas Restaurants
Meghan and David Peterson*
Evelyn and Steve Quick
Lauren and Andrew Raber*
Angela and David Ramm
Hannah Reid
Amy and David Richard*
Joanna and David Rissmiller*
Jennifer Rose
Jamie and Nestor Rosin
Patrick Ryan
Lisa and John Santasiero
Michelle and Aaron Scheffler
Deonte Scott*
Renae and Bill Scott
Mallory and James Shaddix
Lisa and Hank Smith* in honor of 

Foster Smith
Lori and Anthony Speier
Matthew Steinmetz*
Zooey and David Stringer*
Melissa and Dan Sugulas
Amy Tanner*
The Crain Foundation*
Nancy and Jeff Toups
Emma and James Tramuto*
Vintage Contessa & Times Past
Ado Vujasinovic
Karen and Bob Webster
Jennie and Kirby Woodard
Jennifer and Christopher Woody*

$500 - $999

Hugh Alexander
Joan and Stanford Alexander*
Jason Armenta
LaShawne Backstrom
Cathy Bacon
Baker Hughes
Norie and Gardner Baldwin
Emily and Alex Barlow*
Javier Barreda and Claudia Soto*
Patsy Bell
Partho Bhowmick and  

Theresa Castillo*
Leslie and Andy Biggs
Victoria and Aaron Bludorn
Mimi and Jim Branham*
Karl Brueckner and Jennifer 

Lakowsky-Brueckner
Julie and Mike Bryant
Minnie and Ed Cappel
Chevron Corporation*
Jodi and Mike Chung*
Patricia and Jack Clayton
Suzanne Clevenger
Terry Clough*
Susan Cooley
Gail and Fred Coveler
Craig and Galen Brown 

Foundation, Inc.*
Ashley Crider
Clyde and Bill Crook
Lou Ann and Steven Davenport
Courtney and Matt Davis*
De Petra

DEEP.KBB GmbH*
DEFINE Body & Mind
Molly and Ken Delery
Natasha Djuich
Lauren and Mark Doughty
Linda Draper
Christine and J.B. Duncan
Nickie and Chris Dupuis*
Ecolab
Rachael and  

Warren von Eschenbach
Michele and George Farah
Courtney and William Fast*
Ana and Kyler Fields
Brigid and John Fitzpatrick
Foundations Pediatric Therapy
Alejandra and Charles Garrido
Ashley and Jason Giles*
Linda and Marco Gonzalez
Tiffany and Brian Goodwin
Tara and David Green*
Ziggy Gruber*
Mary and Bob Guerin
Beth and John Harper
Sheri and William Harvin
Whitney and Jimmy Hinton
Michael Hold and  

Christell Lara-Hold*
Hayley Hubbard-Gwyn and  

Chris Gwyn*
Mary Nan and Eli Huffman
I.W. Marks Jewelers
Michele Bauman Joseph
Kerry Starzec
Sarah and Mark Kidd
Rena and Mike Koinis*
Brooke and Kevin Lee
Judith Lenox
Penny Loyd
Louteal and Jerry Martin
Melissa Sugulas Style
Trini Mendenhall
MMM Paintings
Momentum BMW
Maria and Eduardo Morales
Josie and Phil Morgan*
Matthew Morris and  

Serene Wongsa*
Sonali and Steven Morris
Christina and Steve Morse*
Elise and Jonathan Mueller
Kim and Charlie Nettles
Cathey Nickell
Nick Noecker
Megan Oden
Chelsea Pacey
Paisley House
Yadira and Jeff Parker*
Stephanie and Patrick Paver
Jack Pennington* in honor of 

Mateo Castellanos
Phillips 66*
Amy Pierce
Jennifer and Tim Pope*
Reamer Pediatric Associates
Molly and Tristan Roberts*
Mary Margaret and Russ Schulze
Jordan and Dylan Seff
Amanda and Jon Stephens*
Vicky and Tom Stringer
Lisa Sullivan
Swiss Garage
The Court of Two Sisters
The Nice Winery
Monica and Jeff Tomlinson*
Krisha and Kirby Tracy
Kelli Tumey
Michelle and Larry Wethers
White Oak Music Hall

Jeanne and Jim Whitehead
Michelle and Paul Williams
Rini Wu Ziegler and  

Edward Ziegler

$0 - $499

Abejas Boutique
Acme Oyster House
Helen Adams
Elke and Victor Aguilar
Albertsons Safeway
Wesley Allanbrook and  

Carol Lewis*
Bilal Alsaleh and Hana Hamed*
Paula and Gary Amaon
AmazonSmile
Fausto Andrade and  

Nathalie Hernandez*
Lise Shepherd
Fabiana Aponte*
Natalie Ariz
ARMANDOS
Amanda and Eric Arnold*
Alirio Arteaga and  

Glenda Bonilla*
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.*
Aspire Accessories -  

Program of Social Motion Inc.
Renee Attaway-Storer*
Jasmine and Adam Avants
Luis Ayala
Sandy and Jack Baber*
Teenie Bailey*
Kasita Bailey-Griffin and  

Barbra Griffin
Janice and Buddy Barnett
Sharla and Nils Barrett
Oksana and Kyle Barrow*
Baskin Robbins - River Oaks
Randi Baxter*
Bayou Bend Collection & Gardens
Becks Prime
Jennifer and Brad Beleiff*
Rebecca and Andrew Bell*
Marcela Berdion-Straub and 

Christof Straub
Ben Bergman
Bering’s
Meghan Bertani-Yang and 

Timothy Yang*
Peggy and David Blake
Marolyn Block
Kathryn and Travis Boeker
State Representative  

Dwayne Bohac
Ms. Cynthia Bohrer
Sally and Bill Boice*
Gloria and Jesse Bounds
Jordan and Beaumont Boyce
Brandi and John Boyd*
Kelly Boyd
Jenny and Jeffrey Bradley
Diana Braun
Linden and Stephen Brewer*
Jessica Brock*
Allyson Brown
Valerie and Derek Brown*
Sheri and Drew Bryan*
Laura and Jamail Buchanan
Angela and Brent Burris*
Jennifer Cable
Ginny and Dennis Cahill
Cory and Christopher Canon*
Jacqui and Esdras Carcamo*
Antonio Castellanos*
Laura Causey*
Emel Cayir and Mehmet Cepni*
Earl Chancellor and  

Karen Noecker

Liz Chapa*
Chick-fil-A - Beltway 8  

at West Road
Children’s Museum of Houston
Krissy Christofakis*
Ellen and Paige Cokinos
Bonnie and Stephen Colomb
Laney Cone*
Cyrus Contractor and  

Sara Iranpour
Anita and Brandon Cook*
Karen and Tommy Cook
LaToya and Michael Cormier*
Samia and Jack Cortez
Karalynn and Bradford Cromeens
Allison and Robert Crowe*
Cristy and Joe Cruz
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion
Rachel Czar*
Da Camera of Houston
Courtney Dahl*
Elizabeth Daniel
Candice and Mitchell Daszewski*
Darrin Davis and  

Mario Gudmundsson
Hilary and Noah Davis*
Tania and Lino De Los Reyes*
Sophia and Taylor deBarros*
Brandy and Josh Degges*
Cindi Denlinger*
Desi Vega’s Steakhouse
Nicole and Chad Devens*
Valerie Dietrich
Virginia and Vernon Dietz*
Ileana and Dusan Djujic
Mira and Dusan Djujic
Lena and Kody Dobecka
Samantha Dobyns-Tallent and 

David Tallent*
Aena and Steven Drone*
Glenda and Keith Dupuis*
Alison Durkee
Joseph Eakin*
Meriam and Joe Eakin
Eileen Edmonds
Eiserloh Company
Alex Ellerin
Jennifer Ellestad
Amy Ellwood*
Danielle English*
Episcopal High School*
Shirley and Harvey Ermis*
Jennifer and Karl Eubanks*
Linda and John Fassero
Yordanka and John Fassero*
Allison and Freddy Feldman
Kinga Ferguson
Brittney Fertak*
Carly and Sebastian Filgueira*
First Steps Montessori
Elvira and David Fiscus*
Ms. Karen Fisher
Tabitha and Jacob Floyd*
Kristen and Shannon Fluellen*
Clare Fontenot
LaMark Foote*
Carole and Leonard Fordham*
Bethany Foshee
Mr. Charles Foster
Cara Fox*
Fox Family Charitable Fund*
Sandy Frieden and Bob Kelly
Julie and Kerr Friedman*
Galatoire’s Restaurant
Carmen Parra-Garcia*
Melissa Gardner-Lomax and  

Rob Lomax
Haley Garth*
Ellie and Will Garwood

Pam and James Gaspar*
Maureen Giglio*
Glow Houston
Nancy and Eddie Goldsberry*
John Goncalves
Carolina Gonzalez*
Melissa Goodman
Sangeeta Goswami and  

Partha Sharma*
Leigh and Mica Graves
Mollie Gross*
Jenn Guarino*
Debbie and Ray Guerin
Eileen and Rick Guerin
Jean and Roger Guerin
Kelly Guillory and  

Claire Whitehead
Allison Gunn*
Lourdes and Hector Haget
Su and Monty Hale*
Janice and Charlie Hall*
Karina Hall*
Libby and Lennie Hall*
Lynda Hallmark*
Kathy and Paul Hamada*
Krissy and Hunter Hammill
Wes Hamner*
Ranelle and Michael Hampy
Fasiha Haq and Shakeel Raza*
David Harris
Andri Hartono and Stella Limuel*
Kim and Ted Hartz
Barbara and Bill Hass
Melissa and  

Matthew Hawthorne*
Jessica Hazel
Colleen Heartsill
Stefanie and Bryan Heintz*
Ms. Jeanne Henry
Kristin Henshaw
Denise and John Hensley
Roseanne Herlihy*
Melissa Hernandez*
Mollie and Leighton Hill
Heather and Michael Hillery*
Cindy and Jim Hinton
Etima and Matthew Hinton*
Paula Hohl
Polly and Jerry Holmes*
Stephen Homa and  

Claudia Silva-Homa*
Karen Hooper
Sherry and Mark Hordge*
Loretta Horowitz
Houston Symphony
Houston Zoo
Bridget and Joel Hron
Mary Ashleigh Huddleston*
Tom Hunter and Susan Riley*
Clinton Hutchinson and  

Mary Portillo*
Elspeth and Andrew Inglis
Jerry Ivie
Michelle and Gabriel Jacknin*
Renèe Jaffe
James Avery Craftsman, Inc.
Aaron Janssen*
Sarah Janssen*
Maureen and Jeff Jennings
Bridget Jensen
Donna and Richard Jimenez
Gail Joiner*
Ashley and Stephen Jones
Lynda Jones*
Kevin Jordan*
Martha and Jim Kahlden
Dana Kantalis
Paula and Happy Katz*
Nancy Kaufman*

Martha Keller and Ron Ripley*
Bruce Kirchmeyer and  

Melinda Millar*
Kirsten Klein*
Ann Marie and Chris Kolkhorst*
Stephanie and Robert Koller
Taylor Kopycinski*
Debbie Kozar
Meredith and Jeremy Krimmel*
Kroger
Allyson and Randy Lack
Helen and Stanley Lack
Elise and Mike Lammers*
Stephanie and Paul Landis*
Lands’ End School  

Uniform - Memorial
Grace and Ryan Lau*
Diane and Dean Laumen
Fannie Lawrence*
Ms. Sylvia LeBlanc
Colleen and Bill Lee*
Laura Leib
Allison Leibman
Richard Leibman
Elizabeth and Mark Leitko*
Megan Lenz*
Amy and Marshall Lerman*
Stacy and Jim Leste*
Allison Lewis
Betty Ann and Chuck Lewis
Gwen and Richard Lilliott*
Nancy and Larry Littlejohn
Naomi Lopez
Luna Recovery Services
Lilia Macon
April Maestri
Sudhakar Mahajanam and  

Sudha Yellapantula*
Main Street Theater
Mai’s Nail Perfection
Timothy Manley
Marsha Wallace  

Philanthropic Fund*
Anya Marsmucak
Barbara and Noel Martin*
Gina and Justin Martorello*
Masraff’s
Veronica Massiatte
Amy McKinney
Carolyn Means
Parul and Sanjay Mediwala*
Amanda Medrano
Maritza Medrano*
Memorial Yard Signs
Jessica and Gabriel Mena
Messina Hof Winery & Resort
Renee and Brian Miles
Karissa Miller
Patrick Miral and Jill Wood*
Elizabeth and Meade Mitchell
Susie and Frank Molina
Kelsie and Marty Morrison
Amanda Morris-Schnall and  

Neil Schnall*
Katy and Kevin Morsony
Nancy and Jim Mosley*
Lindsay and Alex Mousoudakis
Abigail Murillo*
Muse
Nancy Nalence
Nathan Nalesnik
Robert Nalesnik
Jillian Nel
Tammy Tran Nguyen
Pamela and Art Nolting
Michelle O’Brien*
Olin Corporation
Brooke and Billy O’Neil
Dustin O’Quinn

Kate Oshins
Patti Pace
Diane and Keyes Page
Gabby and Hector Palacios*
Allie and HD Pappas
Dylan Parker
Heather Pasaoa*
Staci Passe
Sonul and Kuleen Patel*
Natalie Pennington*
Sara Pennington
Emily and Will Perry
Brady and Dan Peters
Carole Goodson Peterson*
Ann Pham*
PIMCO All Asset  

Authority Fund Matter
Pines Presbyterian Preschool
Laurie Pitzer*
Lori and John Pohutsky
Brandi and Jay Pollock
Anne Powers*
Cathy Pratt
Noah Price*
Nelda Prince
Randi and Mike Raizner
Jennifer Ramsey
Whitney Rape
Amy and Loren Rapp*
Dawn and Doug Reinarz*
Ada Reyes*
Katie Shank Riley*
Margaret and James Riley
Lucy Rivera*
Amy Rivers
John Robinson
Kayla and Asad Robinson*
Melissa and Jacob Robinson
Amanda Root*
Meagan and Nick Rosales*
Pat and David Rosenberg
Susan and Mike Ross*
Laura Roth
Amanda and Ty Russell
Cherokee Salutan*
Gabby Samayoa
Donna and Don Sample*
Sibi Samuel*
Emily Sanders*
Pamela Sanders
Neal Sarahan
Savarese Fight Fit
Grant Scheiner*
Bill Schrauff*
Deborah and Ken Scianna
Kendra Scott
Melanie and Harvey Seigle*
Michelle and Clifford Shedd*
Chanel and Cecil Shorts
Brett Sillers
Tim Skopal
Kate and Tommy Sloan
Judith Smalls
Kathryn and Kyle Smith
Adam Smith
Ashley and Jared Smith
Caralou Smith*
Cindy Smith
Kacey Smith
Kelly and Shannen Smith
Lisa Smith*
Patricia and Bryan Smith
Summer and Brad Smith
Zoe and Tom Sokec*
Sara Sornson
Pat and Gordon Sorrells
Jessica and Taylor Sorrels
Sally Soutter

Speech and Language 
Remediation Center*

Susan Sprawls
Kyle Stagnaro
Barbara and John Sterbanz
Elyse and Rocky Stevens
Connie and John Stone
Janice and Patrick Straker*
Susan Baum
Amy Sydes*
Talley Bryan Foundation
Taste of Texas
Anna Taylor*
TC Energy*
The Museum of  

Fine Arts Houston
The Union Kitchen
Ben Thomas
Meredith Thomas
Kim and Stephen Tolbert*
Elsie Torres-Verdejo and  

Ricardo Verdejo*
Town and Country Orthodontics
Mrs. Jane Tragesser
Tu y Yo at Ofelia’s Salon
Veronica and Andre Tucker*
Miri Tusing*
Betty Tutor
Kelly Tymon*
Robynn Vasquez*
Paula and Frank Vlahakos*
Steve Volz*
Audrey VonBorstel*
Joe Waldvogel
Kim and Jeff Wallace*
Cristina and Chris Walter*
Kate Wasserman*
Laura and Jamie Weaver
Sherry and Paul Wehner
Elaine Weiss*
Molly and Marc Weisselberg*
Brooke Wesneski*
Courtney and Patrick Whitman
Katrina and Bill Wiatt
Ashley and Dave Willett*
Alisa Williams*
Glenisha and James Williams*
Kayla Williams*
Melissa Williams
Rebecca Williams*
Susan Williams
Danielle and David Wilson*
Nancy and Frank Wilson*
Brandy and Matt Wolkenberg*
Jan and Tim Wood
Sara Wood
Christine and CD Woodard
Coll Woodard
Josh and Mitra Woody
Candice and Adam Wright
Kimm and Wendell Wright
Maddie Wright*
Robbie Wright*
Mabel Yin
Lily Yoder*
Sarah and Eric Zoerb

*SEEDS for Growth donor

Every effort has been made  
to ensure the accuracy of these 
reports and to recognize gifts 
received. If any errors or omissions 
have been made, please accept 
our sincere apologies and  
notify Holly Wilbourn,  
Director of Advancement at 
713.467.4696 ext. 1125 or  
hwilbourn@parishschool.org.
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Have you liked us today? 
Help build our Parish community 
online with just a few clicks

About The Parish School:
Since 1983, The Parish School has educated children ages 2-12 who have communication delays and learning 
differences, empowering them with the tools to succeed. This nationally recognized, special needs school in Houston 
provides an education for the entire family within the environment of a nurturing and safe 17-acre campus with on-site 
pediatric therapy clinic, The Carruth Center. Our personalized academic approach – with a focus on communication 
skills, social learning, nature, independence and the arts – allows children not just to grow, but to thrive.


