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Our Mission

The Parish School mission is to empower children who 
have communication delays and learning differences 
to thrive through whole-child education, innovative 
therapy and access to nature.

The Parish Post is printed twice a year and is published by The Parish School for students,
parents, alumni and friends. For information or questions regarding The Parish Post, please
contact the Advancement Office: advancement@parishschool.org

CHECK IT OUT 

	 #TheParishSchool  

@the-parish-school@TheParishSchool @Parishschooltx

We love to see what our families and supporters are up to! Use the hashtag above on social media to share 
your favorite Parish moments and photos with us. Photos may be published here in the Parish Post! 

Sole Loved The Liink Project

hollydardnnemallorycardner

Social_motion and spectrumlinx

aleetucker

Networking for Kids - Houston
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Alonzo Limas first arrived on campus at 3 years old through The Carruth Center. 
After spending one year at Carruth, he enrolled at The Parish School, where 
Parish provided the support he needed to become the successful young man 
he is today.

“I learned to be patient, flexible and learned a lot of speech and how to talk to 
people and friends,” Alonzo said. 

Alonzo attended Parish until he was 12, where he then transitioned to a public 
school, Memorial Middle School. Alonzo’s mother, Palmira Testa, along with 
teachers from Memorial Middle and now Stratford High School, believe Parish 
gave Alonzo the tools to self-advocate, to be comfortable with being different 
and to just be himself. Parish gave him the confidence to ask questions when 
he didn’t understand.

“I loved that my teachers were supportive of me and believed in me,” Alonzo 
said. “I loved the school. I loved how loving everyone was. I loved my friends 
who are still my friends today.”

Alonzo is now a senior in high school and will be graduating next spring with 
hopes of attending the Kolbe School of Innovation and Professional Studies at 
the University of St. Thomas in Houston. He has a lifelong love for airports and 
airplanes, and he hopes to work someday at Houston’s Bush Intercontinental 
Airport as an aircraft marshaller. 

ALONZO LIMASLETTER
From the Head of School  
Anne Powers

 

Anne

DEAR PARISH SCHOOL COMMUNITY,

The most consistent feedback I hear from families, current and alumni, is that The Parish School’s mission not only transforms the life 
of a child – changing their trajectory, but it also transforms whole families and changes their trajectories, too. This year’s Mighty Oak 
Bash was such a rich reminder of this! I loved welcoming many of you back to campus and hearing your stories of how The Parish Way 
changed your life. This kind of meaningful and lasting impact takes all of us working together. From donors and community partners 
to families and staff, we cannot advance our mission without you. I am so grateful for the ways each one of you make a difference in 
our community. It is why this year as a staff, we are celebrating “Transforming Lives Together.” It is an incredible opportunity and a 
privilege to be a part of this work. Over the past 41 years, this special place has transformed many lives, including my own. Students, 
families, staff and the community are all impacted by our mission to empower children who have communication delays and learning 
differences to thrive through whole-child education, innovative therapy and access to nature.

Our incredible staff pour so much of themselves into our mission each day. Their creativity, passion and expertise are on display daily 
across our campus. I am so pleased to highlight some of their achievements with you. Our Director of Arts and Sciences and Chair of 
the Margaret Noecker Nature Center, Terri Garth, dreamt of a way to enhance our nature studies curriculum and with the support of 
Lisa Smith, Nature Studies Educator, and Holly Wilbourn, Director of Advancement, wrote a grant to fund an on-campus beehive. Our 
campus is now buzzin’ with 15-20,000 Italian bees. I am excited about all the learning opportunities this will bring to our students, 
not to mention the honey! As it is an election year, the students nominated names for our Queen Bee, and staff and students voted 
on a winner. We are excited to announce our Queen Bee Bumblelina! In this magazine, you will find a wonderful article describing 
our bee initiative and how it is impacting our students in multiple ways! You may also read about the amazing work of another staff 
member, Jill Wood. Jill is our Librarian and the Director of Adventure Play. She is a world-renowned expert on the importance of 
play and Adventure Playgrounds and recently traveled to be a keynote speaker at conferences in Melbourn, Australia and Istanbul, 
Türkiye! Last, but not least, you will find an article about Mimi Branham, Director of The Carruth Center, and her recent contributions 
on published research on Apraxia for the American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology. I am very proud of all of our staff and all 
the ways they transform lives every day!

I would like to extend my thanks and appreciation to all of our loyal supporters of The Parish School. We would not be able to 
transform lives and fulfill our mission without donors. You will find our 2023-24 Annual Report in this magazine. Of course, this 
Annual Report cannot possibly encapsulate every extraordinary moment we experienced in our 40th anniversary year, but I was 
overwhelmed and touched by the gifts we received from alumni families and other donors who were compelled to give for the first 
time in many years to celebrate our milestone anniversary.

I want to extend my personal thanks and appreciation for your continued support and engagement. I am honored to serve as Head of 
School, and I invite you to come by and visit The Parish School when you can. You will be amazed how we transform lives together!

BEST,

Head of School

 

SAVE THE DATES

32nd Annual Gala
February 8, 2025
 
Spring Family Garden Day
March 1, 2025

Pastries with Parents  
and Lunch with Littles
March 7, 2025

Life After Parish
March 20, 2025

Bike-A-Thon
April 4, 2025

Camp Acorn Begins
June 4, 2025

IF YOU HAVE AN ALUMNI STORY TO SHARE, PLEASE CONTACT ADVANCEMENT@PARISHSCHOOL.ORG.

Adult Ed 
Childhood Apraxia with 
Nancy Kaufman
January 15, 2025 

Adult Ed 
Summer Camp 101
January 16, 2025

“Parish was the best thing we could have ever done for our son.  

His dad and I are forever grateful for the lessons on how to learn 

and how to make and keep relationships!” 

– Palmira Testa

Alumni Spotlight
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Parish Community Makes a  
Big Difference through Sock  
Donations and Food Drive
This past fall semester, Parish staff, students and their families came together to help those in need with the holidays right around the corner.

In October, Parish held Socktober – a week-long initiative dedicated to helping those in need during the colder months by promoting sock donations. 
Working alongside Sole Loved once again, there was a flood of sock donations in both morning and afternoon carpools, which led to a grand total 
of 365 pairs of pairs of socks being donated!

The following month, Parish held a canned food drive where all canned food donations benefitted the Houston Food Bank. The Parish community, 
once again, came through in a big way, donating a total of 473 cans! There was also a special incentive for the team that brought in the most canned 
goods. Upper and Lower elementaries combined for a donation totaling 169 cans – which got them extra recess!

We want to thank everyone for their incredible contributions this winter season those in need. You have all made a remarkable difference in other 
people’s lives.

 |  THE PARISH SCHOOL POST

at The Parish School

Camp Acorn Registration Opens January 21, 2025.
Camp SOCIAL Registration Opens January 28, 2025.

Visit parishschool.org/summer-programs for more information or to register for camp.

2025 Summer Programs
The Carruth Center

   
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Bee Election 

Parish students fulfilled their civic duty 
as they voted for the new name for the 
Queen Bee – Queen Bumbleina or Queen 
Isabeela, with Queen Bumbleina winning 
the election!

Bee Label  
Winner 

Eagles’ student Thatcher B.'s vivid 
honey art label captivated hearts 
around campus as it was voted as 
the winning design to adorn our 
future sweet honey jars!

Walk For  
Apraxia  Fall Festival 

The Carruth Center hosted the  
annual Houston Walk for Apraxia,  
which raises money for children’s  
therapy and communication  
devices along with providing  
grants for children for therapy  
and research. 

Students, staff and alumni had a 
blast at the joint Fall Festival and 
Mighty Oak Bash, which had an 
assortment of games, music, pony 
rides and a petting zoo!

SCHOOL HAPPENINGS

Hispanic  
Heritage Month  

Hispanic Heritage Month was off to a 
smashing success with a piñata opening 
and culminated with a "Party on the Plaza!"

Commencement  
A big congratulations goes to 
our 2024 Parish Graduates! We’re 
so proud of you all, and we’re 
all incredibly excited about your 
bright future!

First Day  
of School  

Welcome back students! It was a day  
full of excitement and eagerness as 
Parish opened its doors for the 2024-25 
school year! Students were buzzing with 
enthusiasm, ready to take the upcoming 
year head-on.

Garden 
Days 

With fall in full effect, Parish 
families came together and 
showed off their green thumbs 
to help beautify our campus!

National Teddy  
Bear Day  

In celebration of National Teddy Bear 
Day, students brought their favorite 
cuddle buddies, sat and listened to 
stories and were greeted by our very 
own campus teddy bear!

Name That Road

Otters’ student Amani G. had her name 
honored with a commemorative street 
sign following our annual Cyber Auction. 
Wherever you go at Parish, you’ll cross 
Amani’s boulevard!

K-9 Lesson   

Primary students wrapped up  
their community helper unit with  
a visit from an officer and his K-9  
Dotji. He explained to the students  
how Dotji assists him every day,  
along with showing the students  
a few tricks!
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PLAYWORK 
Worldwide Adventures in Worldwide Adventures in 

In the spring of 2024, Jill traveled to Melbourne, Australia for the 
National Play, Playing & Playwork Conference in March and then to the 
Playwork Campference 2024 in Istanbul, Türkiye in April. 

What she learned from both respective regions was fascinating. In 
Melbourne, Jill discovered that a lot of Australian playwork is occurring 
in OSCH, or out of school hours care programs throughout the continent.

“OSCH programs are embedding playwork into their statewide practices.” 
Jill said. “Playworkers there have carefully aligned playwork frameworks 
with existing OSHC requirements, which was no small task, but benefits 
massive numbers of children. Knowing about and learning from that is 
inspiring.”

On the other side of the world in Türkiye, playwork is bubbling up 
through the municipal government in Istanbul and spreading to 
surrounding areas. Architectural firm Superpool has been working with 
the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality Parks, Gardens and Green Areas 
Department for years, organizing thousands of HOPs, or pop-up loose 
parts playgrounds, in streets and parks (Superpool and MMPGG were 
sponsors of the conference that brought Jill to speak in Türkiye). They 
have also organized efforts to support children in regions of the country 
affected by the 2023 earthquakes.

“It’s interesting to see the wide application of playwork, which is 
possible because people see play as a human right in our profession,” Jill 
said. “Something children deserve wherever they are — in after school 
care or in the parks and streets of a city with 15 million people. And 
when we say play, all of us share this perspective that it should be 
driven by the child, of course.”

Children’s play being driven 
 by the child is the heart of  
Adventure Play. This sentiment  
echoed with a fellow keynote  
speaker Jill encountered while  
in Melbourne — “Bluey” creator  
Joe Brumm, who left Jill a bit  
starstruck when she met him.

“I knew he would have wonderful things to say,” Jill said, “because 
his show is a testament to what can happen when adults say yes and 
allow children to take the lead. Bluey and Bingo are funny, creative and 
supported by their mum and dad in all sorts of adventures and joyful 
learning.”

While it was inspiring to hear these international perspectives on 
adventurous play, Jill wanted to share what she has seen on Parish’s 
adventure playground, where children create complex and innovative 
environments. At both conferences, she highlighted that the Adventure 
Play at Parish is child-driven, but also integrated, supporting children 
both with and without disabilities — and that everyone has a place 
when children are in charge.

It works because children, by nature, are inclusive beings.

“If we give them an opportunity to take the lead on inclusion, they will 
create a playground that is strengths-based,” Jill said. “It's an incredible 
thing to be a part of, to watch children making space for each other and 
discovering one another’s talents. And they can only do that if we step 
back, and we give them plenty of time and space.”

To learn more about Adventure Play at The Parish School, scan the QR 
code below.

“It's an incredible thing to be a part of, to watch children making space for each other  
and discovering one another’s talents. And they can only do that if we step back,  

and we give them plenty of time and space.” 
- Jill Wood, The Parish School’s Director of Adventure Play

Adventure Play at The Parish School is one of the most unique opportunities for a child to learn and develop. 
Playwork is an approach focused on where children are free to engage in self-directed play; children are at the 
forefront, lead the way and create their own space and culture. It allows play to be a fundamental aspect of child 
development, emphasizing social, cognitive and physical skills.

Parish’s Adventure Play offers both the time and space needed for a child to thrive. However, our Adventure Play 
program is not very common in the United States.

Jill Wood, Parish’s Director of Adventure Play, went on an adventure of her own recently.  She was invited to 
speak about our Adventure Play program at two global conferences and in return, was able to learn new ideas 
from members of the worldwide play community.

“All over the world, there are adventure playgrounds and people practicing playwork. We want to make sure 
we’re doing the best playwork we can, that we’re up to date in our practices, but that we are also sharing what 
we are doing,” Jill said. “We’re one of very few,  possibly the only adventure playground based at a school for 
children with communication delays and learning differences.”
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“So, my thought was, let’s bring the bees on campus,” Terri said. “It'll 
be a great educational opportunity for the kids, and then hopefully 
it will also incite them to become more environmentally conscious 
and aware.”

But there was one major roadblock for the project: funding. To have 
a beehive on campus can be quite pricey. Factoring in installation, 
maintenance, among other costs, the total cost came to $8,450 for 
the year. During spring 2024, Terri approached Parish’s Director of 
Advancement Holly Wilbourn to help write a grant proposal to the 
Grose Family Foundation for funding. She optimistically hoped to have 
the funding in hand by August and thus, having the beehive installed 
and ready early in the fall semester. 

“The Grose Family Foundation has been a longtime supporter of 
different projects for the Margaret Noecker Nature Center, and Terri 
and I felt that this project would be a great fit for their foundation 
priorities,” Holly said. "We incorporated all the research provided by 
our partner in this endeavor, Alvéole, and we submitted a proposal 
late spring asking them to consider a $5,000 grant.”

The Grose Family Foundation conditionally agreed to fund $5,000, 
but they had a few questions and concerns before everything was 
fully finalized. They asked how would students with communication 
delays and learning differences benefit from having bees on campus, 
have there been other schools that have incorporate bee-related 
curriculum and how would Parish evaluate the program.

“The Foundation contacted us in July with some follow-up questions 
regarding the proposal,” Holly said, “Fortunately, we answered all of 
their questions successfully, and they surprised us by funding the 
entire project with a grant for $8,450!”

Meanwhile, the Parish administration team also had some concerns.

“ I think that it's also really important that our  

children learn how the bees work as a community, 

because I think community in our school is a 

microcosm of the world. All of us need to work 

together to make a better community."

- Terri Garth, The Parish School's Director of Arts & Sciences  
and Chair of the Margaret Noecker Nature Center

What’s All the Buzz About?
There was something in the air at The Parish School on a chilly October 
afternoon this year. Jubilant music played as Parish students donned 
bee antennas, wings or yellow and black-colored clothing. Teachers 
led the way as they paraded – colorful signs in hand – all throughout 
the school.

Something in the air was a buzz all right, and that buzz was Parish’s 
first ever beehive coming to campus.

“When the moment finally arrived, and the children were waiting 
around the bee enclosure to see the bees for the first time, it was 
totally quiet,” said Parish’s Director of Arts & Sciences and Chair of the 
Margaret Noecker Nature Center Terri Garth. “The entire school and 

every staff member at Carruth and Parish were just waiting for the 
moment to see the bees.

“The buzz was palpable.”

Years in the Making
The opportunity to have a beehive on campus was years in the making. 
Alvéole — a company who brings nature-based solutions through 
beehives — reached out to Terri years ago about the possibility of 
having a beehive on campus. They have worked with other area 
schools in Houston and in Dallas, and she absolutely loved the idea 
and was impressed with what they had to offer.

“There were some concerns about the placement of the bees and how 
we would keep the kids safe and how we would keep the bees safe,” 
Terri said. “There was a lot of worry about the bees too. You know, we 
didn't want the landscapers to disrupt the bees.”

Terri assured them that the bees being brought in — Italian bees — 
were the most mild bees and are very unlikely to sting. What helped 
get board approval were the benefits the bees could provide, learning 
more about how beneficial the bees are to the planet, how impactful 
honey is to the food we eat and hopefully, when the students get  
their first taste of the honey the bees produce, it can open the 
students’ palates.

“A lot of our children eat a very rigid diet. They don't want to try new 
foods,” Terri said. “And sometimes that's about rigidity, but sometimes 
it's about textures in their mouth. There's a lot of food with different 
textures that they don't like. And what I know for sure has been proven 
that children that grow their own food are far more likely to try new 
foods, so that's the reason we do gardening on campus.” Terri added, 
“What if we had honey? Maybe they would taste the honey, and that's 
going to introduce another food to their palate. It could help their 
allergies, plus, they're learning about the environment.”

By August, the funding had come through and the administrative 
team was onboard with the beehive being installed. Terri credits the 
vision of having this beehive on campus to her old friend, and Parish’s 
former head of school, Margaret Noecker.

“Margaret deeply believed that when children take care of living 
creatures, they learn empathy, and they learn to care for each other 
and our community,” Terri said. “I think Margaret and (founder) Robbin 
Parish would love that we have bees on our campus.”
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located near the bear cave. This was followed up on October 24 with 
an Upper Elementary “Bee” Funny Comedy Showcase, as students 
learned the art of the joke — from set up to punchline – and displayed 
their comedic chops in front of an audience.

As the bees began settling in, it was announced that Parish, fittingly, 
would hold an election of its own to name the queen bee of the hive. 
Students got to experience the process of voting through a primary 
to narrow the choices down to two and then selecting their choice of 
name by casting their very own ballot. Coinciding with Election Day, 
the students voted Queen Bumbleina as the name of their queen bee 
— which edged Queen Isabeela to win the majority.

Following the election, Alvéole returned to present a workshop 
for both Lower and Upper elementary students – The Wonders 
of Beeswax Candle-Making. The students learned more about the 
science of bees and its wax, along with exploring creativity through 
hands-on skills.

 
Continuing the Buzz
As each class continues to dive deep into the bees curriculum, Terri 
and the OLE Bee Committee still have a lot planned in the coming 
months. Once the spring semester kicks off, there’s a musical on the 
horizon – which musical they decide on is still to be determined — and 
in January, the students will celebrate Winnie the Pooh and his love 
for “hunny” during the week commemorating his holiday.

In February, Parish will also hold its own spelling “bee,” testing the 
students’ spelling aptitude. Students will also record their own 

commercials as they shake off the nerves and get on camera to sell 
the honey the bees produce.

All of the fun activities that Terri and the committee have planned 
puts a fun twist on the curriculum as they learn more about bees and 
their importance to the world we live in. 

“I hope the students understand that bees are our friends and not 
something to be afraid of,” Gracie said. “I also hope this opens a door 
of new interests for them, and they learn more about ways we all 
come together to grow plants in our neighborhood and strengthen 
the environment around us.”

They are learning that bees shouldn’t be synonymous with just 
being able to sting as a defense mechanism, but as a creature whose 
contributions are endless and the sense of community and teamwork 
they share is something we can all learn from. 

“I think that it's also really important that our children learn how the 
bees work as a community,” Terri said. "Because I think community in 
our school is a microcosm of the world. All of us need to work together 
to make a better community."

“If bees can do what they do, surely human beings can too.”

To continue keeping up with the buzz at Parish,  
scan the QR code below to visit the hive.

“Margaret deeply believed that when children take care of living creatures, they learn empathy,  
and they learn to care for each other and our community.” 

Building Buzz
With the beehive scheduled to arrive in October, Terri worked 
tirelessly to map out how to integrate bees into the curriculum. She 
opened it up to teaching staff right before the school year began, with 
everyone brainstorming ideas – thus ushering in the Outdoor Learning 
Environment (OLE) Bee Committee. 

“Integrating bees into the curriculum is important because they are  
nature’s gardeners, and we have such a big focus on nature here at 
Parish,” said Early Childhood Speech-Language Pathologist and OLE 
Bee Committee Member Gracie Archer. “The students can learn so  
much about how bees help us, and since we have them here on 
campus, it’s so much hands-on learning!”

Gracie puts together the monthly newsletter, “What’s the Buzz?,” 
letting everyone know all of the upcoming bee-related events on 
campus, making sure no one misses out. She adds, “I also just enjoy 
being on the bee committee as it’s such a fun, new thing we are doing 
this year at Parish.”

Terri stressed to everyone that she wanted to make sure that the 
teachers ask their students what they already know about bees and 
what they want to learn more about them. This helped out how to 
map out activities for the upcoming school year.

Following several teases on Parish’s social media platforms as the 
school year commenced, the announcement that we were receiving 
our first-ever beehive through a video on social media on on August 30, 
2024, which generated a considerable amount of excitement. Students 
and parents expressed how exciting an opportunity it was for bees to be 
on campus, as the teachers began integrating bee-related lessons 
into their curriculum. 

Busy Bees
Parish School Art Therapist and Art Educator Krissy Christofakis 
announced that the school would hold a bee label contest, with the 
winning design being the label on all of the jars of honey the bees 
produce. Parish students competed through their artwork as Krissy 
incorporated bees into the curriculum by identifying shapes and patterns. 

“While learning how to draw a bee, we train our eyes to see the shapes 
first,” Krissy said. “Two circles for the head and the body, then two 
ovals for the wings. As we look closer, we can start to see patterns and 
colors, the stripes of the bee. This was a good example of learning how 
to use our eyes in building our skills in drawing and also our awareness. 

“Slowing our brains down to see shapes, colors and patterns is an 
excellent mindfulness practice. It helps regulate and focus the mind 
and body, which is one of the main goals I encourage in my classes as 
an art therapist.”

For Krissy, the bee label contest was a fun, slightly competitive, 
experience.

“What I loved most about it is that the kids got to express themselves 
through art,” Krissy said. “Seeing their own art or the art of a peer on 
a honey jar is an example of how they can share their gifts with the 
community, they can feel seen, they can be a part of something bigger.”

The winning label was courtesy of Eagles’ student Thatcher B. When the 
announcement was made, the students expressed their excitement 
for their fellow classmate and friend.

“You’re the GOAT (greatest of all time)!” said Eagles’ student Luca F. 
of Thatcher.

The buzz continued through parade day, October 16, as Koalas’ 
student Cooper K. was crowned  King Bee, and he cut the ceremonial 
ribbon to welcome the bees and their beehive, with their new home 
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GALA CO-CHAIRS
SAMANTHA & MICHAEL DERRETT

HALEY & THOMAS ROFF
INVITE YOU TO JOIN THEM IN CELEBRATING  

AT THE PARISH SCHOOL’S 32ND ANNUAL GALA

FEB 08SATURDAY                                               2025 | 6:00PM

LONE STAR LEGACY
The Roff & Freeman Families

BLUEBONNET BENEFACTOR
Laura & George Pontikes

TEXAN TRAILBLAZER  
Available

HILL COUNTRY HERO
Available

PANHANDLE PARTNER
Karina & Riz Amanullah 
Averill & David Conn 
Melissa and Bob Fusco 
Graff, Peden & Probst Families

BIG BEND BACKER
Carol Boardman

FRONTIER FRIEND
Natalie & Andrew Hernandez

Karina & Riz Amanullah

Allison & Chris Bergmann

Sarah & Tom Caughlin

Emily & Joseph Collins

Susanne & Chad Eastwood

Carly & Sebastian Filgueira

Sapna Patel & Arpan Gupta

Brittany Hernandez

Katie & Price Livingston

Janine & Eric Lundin 

Annie & Taylor Mason

Mayuri Appareddy &  
Chaitanya Mutyala

Gabi & Ryan Reid

Crystal & Brandon White

Stephanie Herbert &  
Benjamin Wiegand

Janie Kuo & Tommy Wong

SPONSORSHIPS ARE STILL AVAILABLE
P L E A S E  C O N TA C T  U S  F O R  D E TA I L S .

LIVE AUCTION
Available

OPEN BAR
Available

DECORATIONS
The Ellwood Foundation

MUSIC
Available 

PHOTOGRAPHY
Available 

VIDEO PRESENTATION
Available 

PRINTING & MAILING
Minuteman Press   

GALA ENTERTAINMENT
Kids 360 Pediatric Dentistry 
J Squared Family Foundation

LIVE AUCTION PUPPY
Fifty Seventh & 7th Luxury Homes

CommitteeGALA SponsorsGALA Underwriters 

Purchase Tickets
Scan to purchase tickets or make a donation online  
at www.parishschool.org/gala or by emailing  
advancement@parishschool.org.
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The Carruth Center’s Clinic Director Mimi Branham, along 

with an international research team, worked for several 

years to get a research project regarding the efficacy of the  

Kaufman-Speech to Language Protocol (K-SLP) off the ground. While 

there were many team members involved in the project, there were 

also many bumps in the road along the way, yet the hard work and 

perseverance made it all worthwhile. The team’s research finally got  

published on October 1, 2024, in the American Journal of Speech-

Language Pathology — an international outlet for research in the field 

of communication sciences and disorders.

“We understood the importance of this research to our field,” Mimi said. 

“The K-SLP is widely used and accepted in our field, but little research 

exists to its efficacy. When the publication went live, I was so excited 

and proud of the work The Carruth Center team does!”

The project dates back to 2021 when Mimi and the team set up the 

design of the study — which would take place during The Carruth Center’s 

annual Kaufman-Apraxia Boot Camp, with the camp participants 

being the subjects of the research. All research had to go through an 

Institutional Review Board (IRB), which they knew would take some 

time, as the IRB vets numerous research studies. The research team got 

IRB approval right before camp started, but the team couldn’t, in good 

conscience, ask families to sign a consent for research without having 

the time to fully explain their participation and commitment to it, 

despite wanting to get the project off the ground.

“We had done so much work ahead of time, training, setting up people 

to come in for extra help, and all of a sudden, everything was stopped. 

Completely,” Mimi said. “It took me about a day to get over it. And then, 

you realize, by the time we ‘d get to 2022, we’d really be ready to go.”

The project officially commenced the following year with six children, 

five of which met inclusion criteria for the study. All children had to have 

a pre-assessment which included standardized testing and several other 

assessments, along with a measure called FOCUS, a parent questionnaire 

that gauges the impact on intelligibility of speech that the intervention 

made. All assessments were recorded and uploaded to the research 

RESEARCH ON THE KAUFMAN-SPEECH TO  
LANGUAGE PROTOCOL EFFECTIVENESS PUBLISHED

The Carruth Center
at the parish school

team to review and analyze. As part of the research project, every child 

had three sets of words assigned to them; words they were practicing 

at camp based on their pre-camp assessment and goals set for camp, 

similar words and some words they wouldn’t expect them to be able to 

say like “hippopotamus.”

The children were reassessed immediately following camp, then returned  

three months later for a final reassessment. 

“What we found is four of the five children made significant gains during 

the boot camp and then continued to hold on to those gains three 

months post,” Mimi said. “They progressed significantly at basically every 

benchmark. These results are on par with or better than similar treatment 

methodologies.”

The research was published in October 2024 through the hard work of 

the research team from all across the world, which included Dr. Aravind 

K. Namasivayam, Karina Cheung, Bavika Atputhajeyam, Julia Petrosov, 

Dr. Vikas Grover and Dr. Pascal van Lieshout. 

A big help to getting the research published was the Kaufman-Apraxia 

Boot Camp staff, which included Carruth staff members Brittney Fertak, 

Taylor Kopycinksi, Wendy Wiseman, Caroline Moreland, Kate Wasserman 

and volunteers.

The research being published puts a spotlight on the developer of 

the K-SLP, Nancy Kaufman, a respected, world-renowned speaker 

in the treatment of childhood apraxia speech who developed this 

methodology before apraxia was even recognized as a disorder that can 

affect children. Nancy, who lives in Michigan and is a frequent speaker 

for the Parish Adult Education series, has also been a key mentor to 

Carruth staff.

“My hope is that this research will now open a door for more research in 

her methodologies, as well as research into which methodologies best 

fit which kind of child,” Mimi said. “So a clinician can better be able to 

tailor their treatment from the start, something that they feel will be 

more likely to be successful, which means less time in therapy for kids.”

Mimi also hopes this research puts a spotlight on her hardworking, 

dedicated team at The Carruth Center and how hard they work with 

children with childhood apraxia of speech.

“I really think that our apraxia specialists have the training and have the 

experience to help these kind of children,” Mimi said. “Maybe we'll be 

approached to do more research.”

Mimi added, “I wouldn’t not do it again.”

You can read the full research article “Effectiveness of the Kaufman 

Speech to Language Protocol for Children with Childhood Apraxia 

of Speech and Comorbidities when Delivered in a Dyadic and Group 

Format” by scanning the QR code.

Nancy Kaufman continues to offer her mentorship to Carruth staff and 

will present her "Adult Education – Childhood Apraxia Of Speech: Top 10 

Tips To Empower Parents With Nancy Kaufman" on January 15, 2025. To 

register, visit parishschool.org/event/adult-education-nancy-kaufman/.

“What we found is four of the five children made significant gains during the boot camp and then continued  
to hold on to those gains three months post. They progressed significantly at basically every benchmark.  

These results are on par with or better than similar treatment methodologies.”

- Mimi Branham, The Carruth Center's Clinic Director
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Rachel O’Reilly Tovar, MOT, OTR/L 
CLINICIAN OF THE YEAR  

“Rachel O’Reilly is a warm, compassionate and enthusiastic occupational therapist who embraces our core 
values and mission. Her creativity was further enhanced this year through her training in DIR/Floortime 
and HWT. I am so proud of Rachel for being therapist of the year at the end of her first year at The Carruth 
Center!” - Mimi Branham, The Carruth Center Clinic Director

Amanda Medrano 
ADMIN OF THE YEAR  

“Amanda is often the first person visitors meet when coming onto our campus. She always greets them 
with a positive attitude and courteous demeanor. We are so glad to have had Amanda at the Parish 
front desk for 15 years!” - Anne Brown, Head of Early Childhood

Whitney Morelli 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

“Whitney is known community wide for her generous and kind spirit. She is unfailingly compassionate 
and patient with her students. Her therapeutic excellence and expertise is an asset to the entire Parish 
community.” - Terri Garth, Director of Arts & Sciences and Chair of the Margaret Noecker Nature Center

Meadow Scanio 
PARAEDUCATOR OF THE YEAR 

“Meadow is such a talented paraeducator! She has been a member of the Early Childhood team for the 
past two years, and she has grown so much in that time. Meadow is creative, funny, and kind. She forms 
wonderful connections with her students and colleagues and it is clear that everyone she encounters loves 
her! Congratulations, Meadow!” - Maddie Fielding, Early Childhood Coordinator

An important annual Parish tradition is to celebrate the parents and volunteers for their support of the school this past 
year. From helping in classrooms to organizing events to beautifying our campus, there are so many people that make 
this school better - our room parents, event chairs, office helpers and more. Please join us in wishing them each a sincere 
“thank you” for supporting our school and students. 

We announced our annual award winners in May, and they are:
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Ann Neyland Hurt
BOARD MEMBER OF THE YEAR

Sarah (not pictured) and Jeff Lewis
ABOVE AND BEYOND AWARD

Ellen Conner
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 

CelebratingCelebrating
THE 2023-24 VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR! 

2023-2024 Staff of the Year 
(From left) Rachel O’Reilly Tovar, Amanda Medrano, Whitney Morelli, Meadow Scanio
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Contributions

8%

Special Events

4%

Tuition & Fees, net of  
Financial Assistance
56%

Clinic Service Fees

20%

Other Program &
Auxiliary Service Fees

8%

Publishing an annual report reminds each of us of how fortunate we are to have individuals and families who care so deeply about The Parish 
School. The hundreds of names on the following pages represent far more than a donation. All of the individuals listed have a specific reason 
— and perhaps even a personal story — that has motivated them to support our school financially. We continue to grow stronger every year 
because of the incredible support — beyond tuition dollars - we receive from our parents, grandparents, board members, alumni parents, 
alumni, faculty and staff, and friends. We are grateful and thank you for your support at all levels — whether it is $1 or $1 million, you make a 
tremendous difference in the lives of our Parish students.

THANK YOU.

The Parish Children’s School and Subsidiaries  
Consolidated Statement of Financial Position 	
As of July 31, 2024
	
ASSETS	
Cash and Cash Equivalents	  $	 8,330,771 
Property and Equipment		   5,030,523
Other Assets		  757,194
	
TOTAL ASSETS	 $	 14,118,488 
		 		

	
LIABILITY AND NET ASSETS	
Accounts Payable & Accrued Liabilities	 $	 222,039 
Deferred Revenues		  1,666,490
Notes Payable/Capital Lease Obligation		   -  
	
TOTAL LIABILITIES	 $	  1,888,529
	
 
Without Donor Restrictions	 $	 10,768,119 
With Donor Restrictions	  	  1,461,840
 
Total Net Assets	 $	 12,229,959
	
	
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	 $	 14,118,488
	

	

The ParishThe Parish
2023-2024 ANNUAL REPORT

Consolidated Statement  
of Changes in Net Assets	 	
As of July 31, 2024
	
	REVENUES AND SUPPORT	
Tuition and Fees, net of financial assistance	  $	  4,816,689
Clinic Service Fees		   1,701,720 
Other Program & Auxiliary Service Fees	  	 708,355 
Contributions	  	  718,582 
Special Events		    341,089 
Other Income	  	  322,688 
	
TOTAL REVENUES	  $	  8,609,123 
	

EXPENSES	
Educational Programs	  	 7,290,636 
General and Administrative		    913,647 
Fundraising		    309,498 
	
Total Expenses		   8,513,781 
	
Change in Net Assets		    95,432
Net Assets, beginning of year	  	  12,134,617 
	
NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR	  $	 12,229,959
		 		

Expenses
Fundraising

4%

General & Administrative

11%

Educational Programs

86%

Other Income
4%

Revenues  
& Support

The 16th Annual “Giving Voice to Children Luncheon” was once again 
a rousing success, raising more than $50,000 to support children who 
have communication delays and learning differences.

The luncheon, which took place on October 2, 2024, at The Junior 
League of Houston, is held annually to support The Parish School 
and its financial assistance fund, which helps make a Parish education 
possible for families who may otherwise be unable to afford this 
specialized learning environment.

The event opened with a welcome from Head of School Anne Powers 
and emcee Casey Curry, who would then introduce The Parish School 
Choir. They performed a rendition of “Blowin’ in the Wind” and “If I Had a  
Hammer,” which brought the guests to their feet with a standing ovation. 

Following the captivating choir performance, alumni parent chairs Zooey 
and David Stringer gave a passionate testimonial on their daughter Gigi, 
who attended Parish from 2017-2023, after previously attending a 
school that “didn’t have the resources to accommodate Gigi’s speech 
needs.” Over the years, Parish, The Carruth Center and Gigi’s outside 
dyslexia tutor had provided a means for Gigi to thrive to where she has 
now transitioned to the Briarwood School.

“That’s the thing about Parish — through love and care — and tailored 
therapeutic interventions, the school helps children blossom by meeting 
them where they are and accepting them for who they are,” Zooey said.

The Stringers chaired the event alongside current parents Ellen and 
Bobby Conner, who gave a testimonial about their own on their son 
John, who is currently in the Cowboys class. The Conners have a unique 
story, first introduced to Parish through Camp Acorn, in hopes of giving 
John a fresh view on how to overcome some of his learning differences. 
They were living in Midland at the time, but came to Houston for the 
summer, which proved to be life changing.

“Our time at Camp Acorn in 2019 was truly magical, we could not believe 
such an incredible place existed, it felt like a school that was built just 
for John,” Ellen said.

They returned to Midland following the summer, and John began to 
experience frustration at school. It became clear that he needed to enroll 
at Parish, so they made the move to Houston and John was enrolled for 
the fall 2021 school year. He has seen an exceptional amount of progress 
over the last three years.

“John’s teachers and therapists over the years have pushed him to do 
things that we didn’t know he’d ever be able to do,” Ellen said.

Following the parent testimonials, the over 240 guests in attendance 
had the chance to hear from keynote speaker Dr. Carol Westby, an 
internationally-renowned expert on play assessment and development 
in children and longtime colleague of Parish School Founder Robbin 
Parish, who presented, “Telling Our Stories: Developing Children’s 
Identity and Emotional Well-Being,” which detailed the importance 
and value of personal stories and reminiscing with your children, as she 
encouraged guests to share their family stories.

Following Carol’s keynote, the school honored two individuals and 
one company with our annual awards of achievement. Legacy Asset 
Management Inc. (a OneDigital company), an Independent Registered 
Investment Advisory firm that has managed Parish’s endowment 
and provided retirement consulting services to staff since 2011, were 
honored as the Community Partner of the Year. Michael A. Assel, PhD, 
was then honored as the Robbin Parish Award recipient. A professor 
and neuropsychologist, Michael has also been a longtime supporter of 
Parish, taking time to visit Parish classrooms and recommending patients 
to look into Parish. He understands that the foundation for learning is 
laid in the development of strong speech and language skills and has 
been an invaluable resource for many years. The luncheon culminated 
with Melanie N. Seigle, MA, CCC-SLP, LSCW, receiving the Golden Oak 
Award. Melanie is a speech-language pathologist and clinical social 
worker who has worked with Parish since the ‘90s and previously served 
as director of admissions. She was also integral in expanding The Carruth 
Center to include neuropsychological testing, behavioral therapy and 
play therapy and has been a board member since 2011.

“I am more grateful than ever for her vision that led the way for us to be 
equipped and respond to the needs of our students,” said Anne Powers, 
who introduced Melanie. “You are a true champion for The Parish School 
and for the children we serve.”

Please make plans to join us for the 17th annual “Giving Voice to 
Children” Luncheon, to be held at the Junior League on October 9, 2025.

THE 16TH ANNUAL  
“Giving Voice to Children” Luncheon
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Giant Redwood ($50,000+)
The Brown Foundation, Inc.
The Carruth Foundation
Hamill Foundation

Might Oak ($25,000 to $49,999)
Ruth and Ted Bauer Family Foundation
Ellwood Foundation
Steven and Melissa Kean

Evergreen ($10,000 to $24,999)
Arena Energy Foundation
Kate and Doug Bacon
Adonia and Kevin Cokinos
Bailey and Simon Haidamous
George and Mary Josephine  
   Hamman Foundation
Herzstein Charitable Foundation
MD Anderson Foundation
Jeanne and Joe Bob Perkins
Maria and Joe Probst
Daniella and Patrick Simpson
Kathy & Rick Walton Foundation
Karen and Bob Webster

Black Walnut ($5,000 to $9,999)
Agee Family Foundation
Chevron Corporation
Kathy and Jim Cleary
Houston Junior Woman's Club
Betty and Art Howe
Jennifer and Robert Lee
Katie and Tom Peacock
Rene Rodriguez and  
   Sharon Shipley Rodriguez
Schissler Foundation
Aisha Albimani and Lyle Wincentsen

Syacamore ($2,500 to $4,999)
Theresa and Ron Cornett
Janet and Matt Eckert
The Marie Fay Evnochides Fund
Ginger and Phillip Gobe
Willard M. & Ruth Mayer  
   Johnson Charitable Foundation

Cypress ($1,000 to $2,499)
Marisol and Patricio Arteaga
Susan and Paul Bettencourt
Charlene Tennison and  
   Justin Coddington
Beth and Paul Craig
Lou Ann and Steven Davenport
Teri and Pete DeFazio
Marie and Steve Evnochides

Leah and John Fordham
Paramy and Hans Graff
Grose Family Foundation
Laurie and Alfredo Gutierrez
Kelly and Kevin Haynes
Christell and Michael Hold
Sarah and John Hastings
Suzanne and Lanny Haynes
Mollie and Leighton Hill
Dana and Craig Kornreich
Lori and Philip Luna
Magnolia Oil & Gas
Elise and Jonathan Mueller
Sou Nanthavong and Arta Noorian
Maria and Christopher Pappas
Tish Prior Peden and David Peden
Sarka and Tom Posey
Ashleigh and JR Rickertsen
Mrs. Diane Ruzicka
SilverBow Resources  
   Charitable Fund
Sterling Nonprofits
Jennifer Tucker
Mary and Temple Webber
Janice and Michael Willett
Janie Kuo and Tommy Wong

Acorn ($500 - $999)
Anonymous (1)
Cathy Bacon
Olga and Gerald Balboa
Hayley Boasman
Mimi and Jim Branham
Julie and Mike Bryant
Lizzie and Stephen Clarke
Emily and Joe Collins
Averill and David Conn
Nancy Cook
Nickie and Chris Dupuis
Mr. Scott Galloway
Sydney and Barry Goss
Sapna Patel and Arpan Gupta
Patrice Chauvin and Brian Holasek
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Howard
Kimberly Seitler and Scott Kazmir
Rena and Mike Koinis
Lands' End Inc.
Sarah and Jeffrey Lewis
Karen and Richard Lange
Valerie and Scott Locher
Megan Murphy
Earl Chancellor and Karen Noecker
Anne Powers
Dawn and Doug Reinarz
Caroline LeFeuvre and Jeff Shaddix

The Original Mexican Cafe
Shelly and Robert Thomas
Sally and Tim Timanus
Olivia Mae and Jay Vaughn
Ofi and Vuk Vujasinovic
Westside Sporting Grounds
Holly and David Wilbourn
Anita and Tommy Yee

Sprout ($1-$499)
Anonymous (6)
Carlton Ahrens
Albertsons Safeway
Mr. and Mrs. Riz Amanullah
Melissa Andreasky
Sandy and Jack Baber
Maria and Juan Babiloni
Mr. Justin Beiser
Jennifer and Brad Beleiff
Susan and Lynn Bellinghausen
Sandra and Michael Bertani
Emily and Caleb Black
Cynthia and Robert Blackburn
Valerie and Joshua Bodden
Jordan and Beaumont Boyce
Helaine and Stephen Brochstein
Kerry Brock
Ms. Anne Neal Brown
Sheri and Drew Bryan
Jessica Buitrago
Angela and Brent Burris
Mr. Ernest Camarena
Crystal Lazo and Kevin Camp
Jen Campo and Rusty Rogers
Mary Ellen and Fred Castillo
Laura Causey
Mr. Robin Chiswell
Krissy Christofakis
Gianna Cisneros
Terry Clough
Judy Colston
Julie Cohn and John Connor
Ellen and Bobby Conner
Mitzi and Steve Curtright
Natalie Cuyler
Rachel Czar
Courtney Dahl
Helen and Tony Davenport
Meredith and Kyle Davenport
Mark Davidson and Sarah Duckers
Brandy and Josh Degges
Cindy DeMoya
Samantha and Michael Derrett
Nicole and Chad Devens
Ariana Ranuare Diaz

Virginia and Vernon Dietz
Julie and Daniel Droog
Mona and George Duna
Jennifer and Karin Dunn-Kahn
Glenda and Keith Dupuis
Sharon and Adam English
Joy Rice and Bryant Ennis
Episcopal High School
Shirley and Harvey Ermis
Kyle Evans
Courtney and Bill Fast
Brittany Fernandez
Brittney Fertak
Maddie Fielding
Carly and Sebastian Filgueira
Perri and Aaron Fink
Cislyn Forde
Sonya and Matthew Fisher
Patty and Ron Gade
Laura Garcia
Mrs. Josie Gardner
Haley Garth
Terri and Tanner Garth
Wendy Garza
Maureen Giglio
Mary Going
Nancy Gold
Nancy and Eddie Goldsberry
Marie Clark and Justo Gonzalez
Laurie and Michael Goodwin
Melinda and Steven Gordon
Jamie and Fred Graney
Aaralyn Green
Jenn Guarino
Christina Gusewelle
Cathy Guttentag
Bailey Haidamous
Janice and Charlie Hall
Wes Hamner
Kellie and Harry Hastings
Nicole and Douglas Hayes
Trina and Hunter Hebert
Stefanie and Bryan Heintz
Andy Hernandez and Natalie Miller
Brittany Hernandez
Pat Hintz
Rona Hizar
Susan Honey
Elizabeth and Gregory Honeycutt
Jack Hurt and Ann Neyland Hurt
Matthew Hussey
Mary Portillo and Clinton Hutchinson
Lily Huval
Virginia Ivers
Daniela Jimenez

2023-2024 Donors 

SEEDS FOR GROWTH, THE ANNUAL FUND FOR THE PARISH SCHOOL

Ms. Kalia Johnston
Jami Jones
Michele Bauman Joseph
Paula and Happy Katz
Colette and Lachlan Kearney
John Keeton
Martha Keller and Ron Ripley
Laura Kelley
Samantha and David Kelly
Melissa King
Stephanie and Robert Koller
Taylor Kopycinski
Meredith and Jeremy Krimmel
Kroger
Ally Kamel Kuebler and  
   Andrew Kuebler
Jazmin Lagunas
Stephanie and Paul Landis
Allie Lange
Mr. and Mrs. Cristino Larios
Megan Lenz
Amy Lerman
Traci and Peter Licata
Katie and Price Livingston
Sarah and Sam Luna
Sudhakar Mahajanam and  
   Sudha Yellapantula
Kaitlyn Mancha

Presenting ($10,000+)
Anonymous
Keith & Sandra Oden

Benefactor ($5,000+)
Kate & Doug Bacon
Demi & Alex Jessett
Melissa & Steve Kean
Sou Nanthavong & Arta Noorian

Sustainer ($3000+)
Adonia & Kevin Cokinos
Julie & Daniel Droog
Melissa & Daniel Goodman
Laurie & Alfredo Gutierrez
Eleonora Liebman

Supporter ($1,500+)
Olga & Gerald Balboa
The Briarwood School
Nickie Dupuis
The Feldman & Rose Families
Courtney & Jason Fertitta /  
  Mollie & Leighton Hill
Freeda & Gary Friedlander
Lisa & Ken Kingdon
Shellie & Jeffry Lewis
Locke Lord LLP
Anne Powers
Ashleigh & JR Rickertsen
Friends of Jen
The Speech Garden

Friend ($500+)
Amanda & Britton Bissett
Jill & Todd Fisk

Deborah Martin
Amanda Mayer
Kathleen McLane
Sandy and Jay McManus
Amanda Medrano
Maritza Medrano
Matthew Mendez
Maria Mier
Brande Miller
Tina Molina and Cris Sanchez
Caroline Moreland
Whitney Morelli
Mary Morgan
Nancy and Jim Mosley
Annalyse Muller
Heather Pasaoa
Kristi and Robert Pasier
Meghan and David Peterson
Betsy and Bobby Phillips
Elizabeth Pikul
Pines Presbyterian Preschool
Shari and John Pflueger
Jennifer and Tim Pope
Ms. Kayleigh Popkowski
Noah Price
Karen Priputen
Amy and Loren Rapp
Rohit Reddy

Catherine Garcia-Prats & Jim Shallock
Melissa Gardner-Lomax
Dr. Aran Gupta & Sapna Patel
Andrew Hernandez & Natalie Miller
Ann Neyland-Hurt & Melanie Seigle
Tish Peden
The Roff Family
Ann-Marie & Nicholas Servos
Jaspreet & Harvinderpal Singh

Patron ($300+)
Paula Friedlander
Janie Kuo
Carolyn Means, MEd, CEP
Brande Miller
Stephanie von Stein Schusterman
Ofelia Vujasvinovic
Molly Weisselberg

Individual Tickets &  
Other Donations 
Kate Andresen
Sesh Bala
Nancy & Tom Bewley
Dianne & Lloyd Bierma
Kelsie Boenig
Andrea & Darrell Chambliss
Maribel & Charles Chen
Robin Chiswell
Terry Clough
Lori & Phillip Cohen
Averill & David Conn
Yvonne Cosgrove
Teri & Pete DeFazio
Minerva Dimas
Nicole Dobbs

Gabi and Ryan Reid
Quincy Reid
Reynolds and Reynolds
Lucy Rivera
Joanna and David Rissmiller
Haley and Thomas Roff
Beatriz Roman
Cesar Romo
Katie Rutherford
Ms. Meadow Scanio
Sallie Scanlan
Julie and Stewart Scharnberg
Stephanie von Stein Schusterman 
and Mark Schusterman
Melanie and Harvey Seigle
Diane Senter
Libby and Ray Simpson
Kacey Smith
Lisa Smith
Cindy and Mark Snortland
Sara Sornson
Speech and Language Remediation 
Center
Kristi and Blake Stanford
Janice and Patrick Straker
Talley Bryan Foundation
Laura and Jay Tarnow
Bindu and Jefey Thomas

Lila & Roger Droog
Susan & Richard Droog
Jennifer Dye
Linda & Darin Dykstra
Courtney Fast
Laura Fetokakis
Lisa Forbes Satter
Leah & John Fordham
Cynthia Fox
Melissa Gardner-Lomax & Rob Lomax
Julie Gilbert
Monica & Brent Gravenhof
Erin Griffin
Sapna Patel & Arpan Gupta
Flora Gutierrez
Nessa & Jorge Gutierrez
Stefanie Heintz
Christell & Michael Hold
Sara Iranpour
Shima Jalalipour
Colette Kearney
Joe Ann & Ken Kingdon
Danielle Kruger
Julie Lang
Crystal Lazo
Sarah & Sam Luna
Rosalyn & Barry Margolis
Dr. & Mrs. William McKee
Robin & Sterling Moore
The Nale Family of Dallas
Mercedes Nall
Susan & Mark Nelson
Nancy Nguyen
Jeanie & Ben Odom
Tara Otto
Meredith & Johnathan Parker

Elsie Torres-Verdejo and Ricardo Verdejo
Rachel O'Reilly Tovar and Reynaldo Tovar
Rina and Leon Trakhtenberg
Veronica and Andre Tucker
Miri Tusing
Kaitiana Vance
Rikki and Boris Veksler
Audrey VonBorstel
Arianne and Adam Walker
Kate Wasserman
Sherry Weinstein
Stephanie and Trey Weiss
Molly and Marc Weisselberg
Kim and Jeff Wallace
Mr. Antonio White
Ashley and Dave Willett
Mr. Andy Williams
Kate Woolsey-Williams
Nancy and Frank Wilson
Mrs. Wendy Wiseman
Jen and Bob Wismer
Patrick Miral and Jill Wood
Meghan Bertani-Yang and Timothy Yang
Lily Yoder
Rachel Zandy

Leah & Giancarlo Perossa
Carole Goodson Peterson
Meghan Peterson
Mary Portillo
Nicole Postolos
Tami Preece
Ana & Mark Price
Shantha Raghuthaman
Brandy Ray
Sandra Rhea
Joy Rice
The Roff Family
Jen Campo & Rusty Rogers
Lanie & Jerry Rose
Mark Schusterman
Kimberly Seitler
Stephanie Slobin
Christy Smith
Pat Sorrells
Carrie Stavinoha
Rebecca Steinbach
Amanda Stephens
Suzanne Streit
Zooey & David Stringer
The Thomas Family
Rina Trakhtenberg
Caroline Vetterling
Tom Vetterling
Linda & John Visser
Lauren Walker
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Weimer
Katie Wells
Aileen Weycer
Ramona Williams
Kay & Danny Williamson
Lyle Wincentsen

SEEDS FOR GROWTH, THE ANNUAL FUND FOR THE PARISH SCHOOL (CONT.)  

2023 “GIVING VOICE TO CHILDREN” LUNCHEON

THE PARISH SCHOOL RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING GIFTS BETWEEN AUGUST 1, 2023 AND JULY 31, 2024.
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Presenting Sponsor 
Royal Court
Kirland & Ellis LLP

King and Queen
The Roff and Freeman Families

Krewe
Melissa and Steve Kean

Fat Tuesday
Adonia and Kevin Cokinos
Julie and Stephen Mitchell
PlainsCapital Bank

French Quarter
Brown, Coscio, O'Neill and Skarke
The Cannady and Timanus Families
Sarah and Tom Caughlin
Marie Clark and Justo Gonzalez
Averill and David Conn
Samantha and Michael Derrett
Dinosaur and Armadillo Parents
Nickie Dupuis and Ashleigh Rickertsen
Carly and Sebastian Filgueria
Terri and Tanner Garth
Jones Capital
Locke Lord LLP
The Nanthavong Family?
The Parish School Board of Trustees
Violets Class Parents
Deborah and John E. Zumberge

Mask and Beads
Boyce, Conner, Griffin, Haidamous and  
   O'Brien Families
Janet and Matt Eckert
Kellie and Harry Hastings
Anne Powers

Bourbon Street
Justice and Jonathan Duhon
Legacy Asset Management

King Cake
Aisha Albimani and Lyle Wincentsen
Kendra and Adam Barrilleaux
Hillary and Ethan Brown
Beth and John Clark
Julie Coutu and Adrian Guerra
Julie and Daniel Droog
Jasmine and Joe Fleece
Madison and Preston Furry
Cece Garrett and Brant Widener
Andrew Hernandez and Natlie Miller
Karen Koppenberger
Maria and Chris Pappas
Marlise and Kevin Peckham
Haley and Will Thanheiser
Kelly and Aaron Wolf

Open Bar Sponsor
Jody and Mike Harrington

Decorations Sponsor
The Ellwood Foundation

Video Presentation Sponsor
Goodchild Builders, Inc.

Gala Entertainment Sponsors
Jones Capital

Paloma Resources, LLC
Springmeyer Family Fund
 
Auction Puppy Sponsor
Carol Boardman

Printing & Mailing Sponsor
Minuteman Press

Donations  
(Pre-Event & Paddles Up!)
Anonymous
Katherine and David Andrew
Renee Attaway-Storer
Christina and Matt Altenau
Cullen Atchison
Kate and Doug Bacon
George and Lauren Banos
 Crosby and Jake Bayer
Kristin and Corbin Blackford
Hayley Boasman
Beaumont and Jordan Boyce
Mimi and Jim Branham
Lauren and John Brollier
Hayley and Nate Campbell
Jolie Campbell
Chris and Cory Canon
Mnnie and Ed Cappel
Beth and John Clark
Adonia and Kevin Cokinos
Ellen and Paige Cokinos
Emily and Joseph Collins, 
Ellen and Bobby Conner
Michael Coppens
Teresa and Dale Coulthard
Lucia and Will Cropper
Michael and Samantha Derrett
Barbara and Danny Dexter
Debbie and Robert Driver
Julie and Daniel Droog
Mary Clayton and Justin Dunn
Chad and Suzie Eastwood
Alfonso Escalona Silva and  
   Kristin Ruzicka
Graeme and Joe Etzler
Denise and Ramsey Evans
Courtney and Bill Fast
Carly and Sebastian Filgueira
Kristen and Shannon Fluellen
Chis Fohlin
Gloria Fuentes
Ginger and Philip Gobe
Jamie and Fredrick Graney
Julie Coutu and Adrian Guerra
Laurie and Alfredo Gutierrez
Bailey and Simon Haidamous
Shannon Hampton
Beth and Judd Harrison
Georga and Judd Harrison
Harry and Kellie Hastings
John Herman
Susan and Earl Hesterberg
Bruce Herzog
Emily and Jason Howard
Josie and James Joppenberger
Johnathan and Paula Jones
David and Samantha Kelly
Annie and Spencer Kerr
Frances and Philip Kerr
Meredith Krimmel
Dianna and David Lewis
Daniel Lopez

Sarah and Sam Luna
Josh Mars
Sarah Martin
Alyssa and Dustin Mattiza
Catherine and Matt Matthews
Mayuri Appareddy & Chai Mutyala
Ann Neyland
Marlene and Kurt Nondorf
Shannon and Daniel O'Donnell
Allison and Michael Orechwa
Parish School Parents
Tish Prior Peden and David Peden
Keegan Pieper
Mara and Robert Polk
Anne Powers
Maria and Joe Probst
Amy and Loren Rapp
John and Michelle Renfro
 Ashleigh and J.R. Rickertsen
Mary Katharine and John Roff
Haley and Thomas Roff
Jen Campo and Rusty Rogers
Kim and Kyle Schuenemann
Ann-Marie and Nick Servos
Katherine and Robert Stacy
Zooey and David Stringer
Jackson and Jaclyn Taylor
Giggy Thanheiser
Claudia and Gardner Thornton
Tim and Sally Timanus
Arianne and Adam Walker
Sue and Steven Watkins
Holly and David Wilbourn
Kay and Danny Williamson
Dani and Craig Wilson
Aisha Albimani and Lyle Wincentsen
Peter Wismer
Jennifer and Robert Wismer
Alex and Ashley Zumberge
Dr. Mark and Mrs. Catherine 
Zumberge

Auction Donors
818 Tequila
A Fare Extraordinaire
A friend of The Parish School
Abejas Boutique
ABZ Motors
Al's Handmade Boots
Alley Theatre
Kate and Ulf Andresen
Angela's Oven
Kate and Doug Bacon
The Ballroom at Bayou Place
Baskin Robbins - River Oaks
Bayou Bend Collection & Gardens
BB's Tex-Orleans
Becks Prime
Berg Hospitality Group
Bering's
Big Blue Whale
Blingle! Premier Lighting
Buchanan's Native Plants
Buffalo Bayou Partnership
Buffalo Grille
Crystal Lazo and Kevin Camp
Cambian Coffee
Candente Tex-Mex
Capital Genealogy
Sarah and Tom Caughlin
Charming Spaces
Chick-fil-A - Beltway 8 at West Road

Marie Clark and Justo Gonzalez
Code Ninjas Tanglewood
Adonia and Kevin Cokinos
Crosswell Organizing
Dacamera
Drunk Elephant
El Meson Restaurant 
Espacio 
Fairytale Photography Studio 
Courtney and Bill Fast
Frock Shop
Gallagher Benefit Services
Glow Medical Aesthetics
Gringos Mexican Kitchen
Laurie and Alfredo Gutierrez
Vaez and Mehdi Haghshenas
Bailey and Simon Haidamous
Jody and Mike Harrington
Houston Arboretum and Nature Center
Houston Astros Baseball Club
Houston Ballet 
Houston Museum of Natural Science
Houston Rockets
Houston School Options
Htown Restaurant Group
Jonathan's the Rub
Kim Seitler and Scott Kazmir
Kirksey Gregg Productions, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Cristino Larios
Dr. Julie Longoria Pediatric Dentist/West 
U Smiles
Sarah and Sam Luna
Main Street Theater
Mariquita Masterson Inc.
Memorial Yard Signs
MGW Outfitters
Michael Martinez Fine Portraits 
Nazar's Fine Jewelry
Nice Winery
Niko Niko's Greek & American Cafe
PARKHILL, LISA
Pride of Persia Rug Co
Pure Body Studio
Haley and Thomas Roff
RYDE - River Oaks
Sam Houston Race Park
Secret Escape Nail Salon
Skipstone
State Representative Lacey Hull
Sugar Land Space Cowboys
Taste of Texas
Tenfold Coffee Company 
Texas de Brazil
That's Amahjzing
The Ballroom at Bayou Place
The Cutting Garden
The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion
The Gypsy Poet
The Houstonian Hotel, Club & Spa
The Monogram Shop
The Parish School Parents
Tres Market
Unstuffit!!
Well Done Cooking Classes
Wildely Organized
William Chris Vineyards
Wonderwild Indoor Party Playground/
Heights
Z Medi Spa

2024 GALA SPONSORS & DONORS 
IN HONOR OF STEPHEN CLARKE
Janice and Charlie Hall

IN HONOR OF CAROLINE ESCALONA RUZICKA 
Mrs. Diane Ruzicka

IN HONOR OF LIBBY EVANS
Karen Evans

IN HONOR OF PHILIP EVANS
Karen Evans

IN HONOR OF ALLISON FELDMAN
Lori and Phillip Cohen
Cynthia Fox
Julie Gilbert
Mr. and Mrs. Noah H. Kruger
Lanie and Jerry Rose
Aileen Weycer

IN HONOR OF LAURIE GUTIERREZ
Melinda and Steven Gordon
Cindy DeMoya
Tami Preece
Pat and Gordon Sorrells

IN HONOR OF ROBERT HAIDAMOUS
Shelly and Robert Thomas
Olivia Mae and Jay Vaughn

IN HONOR OF QUINN HERNANDEZ
Andy Hernandez and Natalie Miller

IN HONOR OF MICHAEL HOLD
Christell and Michael Hold

IN HONOR OF SAMUAL HOLZER
Karen and Bob Webster

IN HONOR OF ANN NEYLAND HURT
Mr. Scott Galloway

IN HONOR OF DEMI JESSETT
Yvonne Cosgrve

IN HONOR OF THE JESSETT FAMILY
Brande Miller

IN HONOR OF CHRISTOPHER KELLER
Martha Keller and Ron Ripley

IN HONOR OF CHRISTOPHER KELLY
Samantha and David Kelly
Mrs. Gayla Martin

IN HONOR OF CATHERINE KNAPE
Theresa and Ron Cornett

IN HONOR OF ALLIE LANGE
Karen and Richard Lange

IN HONOR OF AVA LUNA
Nancy Gold
Lori and Philip Luna

IN HONOR OF DANIEL MARTIN
Deborah Martin

IN HONOR OF AMY RAPP
Marie Clark and Justo Gonzalez
Meghan Bertani-Yang and Timothy Yang

Gateway Academy
Kids 360 Pediatric Dentistry
M/I Homes
The Original Mexican Cafe

Kathleen and Ronald Begnaud
Bailey and Kris Begnaud
Earl Chancellor and Karen Noecker
Terry Clough
Rachel Czar
Helen and Tony Davenport
Karen Evans
Mary Going
Grose Family Foundation
Pat Hintz
Gayla Martin
Betsy and Bobby Phillips
Anne Powers
Jen Campo and Rusty Rogers
Katie Rutherford
Melanie and Harvey Seigle
Diane Senter
Michelle and Clifford Shedd
Sara Sornson
Janice and Michael Willett
TBG Partners
Signa Chi Fraternity at Oklahoma State University
Aisha Albimani and Lyle Wincentsen
Matthew Zaleski

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Gail and James Browne

GIFT TOTALS
August 1, 2023 to July 31, 2024

SEEDS for Growth Annual Fund  
$589,452
2023 Luncheon  
$105,365
Gala  
$402,452
MNNC  
$18,084
Poinsettias 
 $16,814
Capital Campaign  
$50,000
UnBabbled Sponsorships 
$5,000 
Cyber Auction  
$28,420

TOTAL $1,215,587 

IN HONOR OF DOUG REINARZ
Mary Ellen Castillo

IN HONOR OF JENNIFER ROSE
Lisa Forbes Satter
Rosalyn and Barry Margolis
Cindy and Larry Nale
Lanie and Jerry Rose
Stephanie Slobin

IN HONOR OF SIDNEY WEISS
Stephanie and Trey Weiss

IN HONOR OF  WILKENFELD SPEECH  
LANGUAGE AND LEARNING CENTER
Speech and Language Remediation Center

IN HONOR OF JULIE ZUMBERGE
Amie and Jeff Springmeyer

IN MEMORY OF PATSY BELL
Justin Beiser

IN MEMORY OF RYAN BEGNAUD
Bailey and Kris Begnaud
Kathleen and Ronald Begnaud
Kathleen McLane
Sigma Chi Fraternity at Oklahoma State University
Matthew Zaleski

IN MEMORY OF BUSTER BOWEN
Betsy and Bobby Phillips

IN MEMORY OF GINNY BUSCHBOM
Angela and Brent Burris

IN MEMORY OF TOPPY HOLD
Christell and Michael Hold

IN MEMORY OF HELENE KRAMER
Shari and John Pflueger

IN MEMORY OF BRIAN LOCHER
Valerie and Scott Locher

IN MEMORY OF MARGARET NOECKER
Cynthia and Robert Blackburn
Julie Cohn and John Connor
Stephanie and Robert Koller
Diane Senter

IN MEMORY OF LAURA ROTH
Susan and Lynn Bellinghausen
Kerry Brock
Terry Clough
Sharon and Adam English
Mary Going
Pat Hintz
Megan Murphy
Anne Powers
Katie Rutherford
Melanie and Harvey Seigle
Sara Sornson
Kristi and Blake Stanford
Jennifer Tucker
Sherry Weinstein

IN MEMORY OF DON TURNER
Shirley and Harvey Ermis

IN MEMORY OF REBECCA WATERMAN
Nicole and Chad Devens

IN HONOR/IN MEMORY DONORS

MARGARET NOECKER 
NATURE CENTER

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of 
this report to recognize gifts received. If any errors or 
omissions have been made, please accept our sincerest 
apologies and notify us at advancement@parischschool.
org or call us at 713.467.4696.

UNBABBLED SPONSORS
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Don’t just grow

www.parishschool.org

Wrangle Your Herd 
AND JOIN US AS WE “SHINE BIG AND BRIGHT!” 

AT THE PARISH SCHOOL’S 32ND ANNUAL GALA
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PURCHASE TICKETS BY SCANNING 
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