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Our Mission

The Parish School exists to empower children who have 
communication delays and learning differences to thrive 
through whole-child education, innovative therapy and 
access to nature.

The Parish Post is printed twice a year and is published by The Parish School for students, 
parents, alumni and friends. For information or questions regarding The Parish Post, please 
contact the Advancement Office: advancement@parishschool.org

CHECK IT OUT 

 #TheParishSchool  

@ParishSchoolTX@TheParishSchool @Parishschooltx

We love to see what our families and supporters are up to! Use the hashtag above on social media to share 
your favorite Parish moments and photos with us. Photos may be published here in the Parish Post! 

Samuel Luna Genesis Early Childhood Program Jennifer Lakowsky St. mark’s Episcopal School

abaconnectspeechick1969

mallorycardner
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Named in honor of Parish alumnus Ryan Begnaud, who tragically passed away 
in October 2022, the school renovated and renamed its community garden 
“Ryan’s Thankful Garden.” On Friday, December 15, 2023, our school students, 
Parish staff, board members, loyal supporters of the Margaret Noecker  
Nature Center and friends and family of the Begnaud family came together 
to officially dedicate the garden with a grand ribbon cutting ceremony. 
 
It was a bittersweet moment for the Begnaud family. The Parish School 
is honored to be the recipient of the outpouring of love for Ryan and his 
family and to be able to memorialize this young man with this garden that 
will serve generations of Parish students to come. 
 
The garden plays an integral role in the school’s Nature Studies curriculum 
program within their Elementary classes. Guided by The Junior Master 
Gardening curriculum, students actively participate in planting and 
managing the gardens during their class sessions. They even sell their 
produce when the time comes! The revitalized space encompasses 10  
container beds, providing each elementary class with a dedicated gardening  
area. Additionally, a pergola was installed to provide shade, an outdoor sink 
and workspace, and versatile storage/seating benches were incorporated 
into the space. 

THANKFUL GARDENLETTER
From the Head of School  
Anne Powers

 

Anne

DEAR PARISH SCHOOL COMMUNITY,

The 2023-24 school year is a special one for The Parish School. This year, we celebrate our 40th anniversary of empowering children 
who have communication delays and learning differences to thrive through whole-child education, innovative therapy and access 
to nature. During these past few months, I have found myself reflecting on what Robbin Parish, our founder, would think about 
how far The Parish School has come in our 40-year history. Despite growing from serving 6 students in a converted house to now 
being able to educate over 140 students annually on our beautiful 17-acre campus, so much of Robbin’s vision remains the same. We 
continue to educate the whole child in a small class ratio with dedicated and experienced educators. We celebrate the fact that we 
are one of very few schools in the country to have a speech language pathologist as a lead educator in our youngest classes where 
we know early intervention is key and can have its greatest impact. Nurturing the love of being outdoors and exploring in nature 
continues to be an integral component of our program as both Robbin and Margaret Noecker, a beloved former Head of School and 
the first Parish School teacher, found value and placed a priority on incorporating nature-based experiences during the school day. 
They encouraged the kids to get dirty and learn through multi-sensory experiences. They understood what research has proven over 
and over again, that access to nature helps build communication skills, sparks curiosity and offers our diverse students unique ways 
to learn. Most importantly, true to our founding vision, we continue to hold the unwavering belief that every child has the potential 
to excel.  Robbin’s vision and all the hard work of those she invited into her dream, have created a legacy of hope, belonging, and 
transformational growth. More than anything, I know how proud both Robbin and Margaret would be of our students, past and 
present, and all they have accomplished.

As you may have guessed, this year has been full of celebrations. On the 40th day of school in October, we gathered the entire school 
to sing “Happy Birthday” to Parish and enjoyed cupcakes before lunch! We are looking forward to honoring the 40th anniversary at 
our upcoming Gala in February and we would like for all our former families, staff and alumni to save the date for the Might Oak Bash. 
We are excited to bring it back this year on Saturday, April 20 on the Parish campus. More details will follow in the new year.

This issue of The Parish Post is dedicated to reflecting on the 40 years of The Parish School. I hope you take some time to read the 
stories provided by current and former staff and our alumni; they are a treasure. Perhaps you have your own Parish story to tell us. 
Feel free to reach out to our Advancement Office at advancement@parishschool.org to share. 

As we look forward to the school’s next 40 years, I am excited and grateful to have the opportunity to continue Robbin’s legacy while 
bringing new and innovative ideas to the classroom and to our community as a whole. The Parish School will continue to transform 
the lives of children and inspire lifelong learners. We will continue to empower children to discover and grow their strengths, affirming 
their uniqueness. The Parish School will continue to be a safe place for students to find their voice because every person has the right 
to communicate and connect — to tell their story and to share their feelings. 

BEST,

Head of School

 

SAVE THE DATES

31st Annual Gala
February 3, 2024
 
Pastries with Parents 
and Lunch with Littles
March 1, 2024

Life After Parish
March 21, 2024

Spring Family Garden Day
March 23, 2024

Mighty Oak Bash 
Alumni Family Event
April 20, 2024

Camp Acorn Begins
June 4, 2024

IF YOU HAVE AN ALUMNI STORY TO SHARE, PLEASE CONTACT ADVANCEMENT@PARISHSCHOOL.ORG.

Adult Ed 
Childhood Apraxia with 
Nancy Kaufman
January 11, 2024 

Adult Ed 
Summer Camp 101
January 18, 2024

“Ryan’s Thankful Garden means so much to our family. The 

dedication was very special for us all. It was sad for us in a lot of 

ways, but we were truly touched & we will never forget it. We look 

forward to seeing students enjoy the garden for many years to 

come. We are truly honored by everything The Parish School has 

done to honor Ryan’s memory.” 

- Bailey Begnaud

Ryan‘s
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Community Donates 148 Packages  
of Socks to Sole Loved For Socktober
This October, Parish students wanted to show that even a small act of love, such as donating a pair of socks, could make a big difference in the lives 
of our neighbors who are homeless. While researching the needs of the homeless community, The Primary Community Service Club learned that 
socks are the items least donated to homeless shelters. With that in mind, our students asked their peers to bring new socks to morning carpool. 
After three days, the club collected 148 packages of socks — approximately 700 pairs of socks. They researched the options for where they could 
donate the socks, and chose Sole Loved, a local charity that delivers new and gently used tennis shoes to children. 
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at The Parish School

Registration Opens January 23, 2024 
Visit parishschool.org/summer for more information or to register. 

2024 Summer Programs
The Carruth Center

   

TOY DRIVE
The Parish School
Elementary SLP Miri Tusing organized a heartwarming initiative at Parish, rallying students, families, 
and staff to spread joy and compassion in the community. Together, their collective effort resulted 
in a remarkable donation of over 150 toys to Kids Meals Houston. The toy drive aimed not only to 
teach our students the essence of generosity but also to encourage empathy and consideration 
for others. Through this experience, our student’s fostered expressive language skills by prompting 
discussions on the types of toys they wish to purchase and whom they envision as the recipients 
of these heartfelt gifts. It’s about nurturing compassion while enhancing communication—making a 
difference in the lives of others and in our own hearts.
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Groundbreaking  
Research   

Carruth Center clinic director, Mimi Branham, along with  
Dr. Aravind Namasivayam (University of Toronto) and  
Dr. Vikas Grover(NY Medical College), were excited to 
present the final results of their groundbreaking research 
on the Kaufman-Speech to Language Protocol (K-SLP) at 
the American Speech-Language and Hearing Association 
convention in Boston in November. Thank you to all the 
Carruth Center SLPs and families who participated in this 
research study!

Jill Wood  
on Fox 26   

Jill Wood, Director of Adventure Play  
at The Parish School, was featured on  
@fox26houston to discuss the significance 
of recess for children. She highlighted the 
efforts of an organization she co-founded, 
Free Play Houston, advocated for the 
reinstatement of recess for certain HISD 
students this academic year.

Hispanic Heritage  
Month Celebration  

To end our Hispanic Heritage Month Spirit Week, a few 
of our elementary teachers hosted a “Celebration on the 
Plaza.” This fun celebration included a history of Hispanic 
Heritage Month, a Parade of Flags, along with tasting of 
traditional Hispanic foods, music and dancing.

Halloween  
Poetry Reading  

First Day  
of School  

We enjoyed a special treat this 
 Halloween season as the upper 
elementary classes read Halloween  
poems and sang The Purple People  
Eater! Great job, Astros, Kangaroos,  
Owls, and Olympians!

It was all smiles on Tuesday, 
August 15 as we welcomed 
students and families back 
to campus for the beginning 
of the 2023-24 school year at 
The Parish School. 

SCHOOL HAPPENINGS

Walk For Apraxia  

Congratulations to the Houston Walk for Apraxia on a very 
successful walk this year. More than $16,000 was raised to 
support children with childhood apraxia of speech while 
honoring 20 Apraxia Stars! We were honored to host this 
wonderful event and to share our campus with this  
amazing community.

A special thank you to everyone who contributed to the  
event and The Carruth Center for being a Platinum Sponsor!

Grandparent  
Garden Day   

The first Grandparents’ Garden Day of the 
year was a great turnout! Thank you to all the 
grandparent volunteers who came to help 
weed, prune, and plant. Our   
campus is already looking so  
much better Scan the QR code  
to watch a video from the  
garden day.

Fall Festival  

Thank you to all the families who joined 
us this year for the Fall Festival. Over 250 
members of our Parish community were on 
campus to enjoy each other’s company, the 
autumn weather, and the fun and games. 

Astros Teacher Treasure  

Gus and Emmy of the Astros class enjoyed their Teacher Treasure at the  
Astros game! Both students enjoyed eating French fries, chicken tenders  
and pretzels, and they even got to pick out a special souvenir of their choice  
from the team store! Gus and Emmy loved the one-on-one time with the  
Astros teaching team while rooting for the Astros! This was definitely a day  
hey will all remember forever.

Fall Family  
Garden Day   

Our incredible team of families and staff 
joined us for Fall Family Garden Day!  
The new plants that were added to 
the school gardens bring so much joy 
to campus. All the hard work is truly 
appreciated!

Name That Road

Suri Noorian Blvd will be the name of The 
Parish School’s campus circle for the 2023-24  
school-year! Congratulations to Suri and 
family for winning the bid for Name That 
Road in this year’s Cyber Auction.
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The Parish School’s original campus  
on Timberline Road was purchased

DEC
1982

School reaches maximum  
enrollment of 52 students

JAN
1987

First Parish galaAPR
1993

Robbin Parish and Dr. Tina Bangs  
spearhead creation of special  
Parish curriculum

AUG
1983

JUL
1984

Individual contributions total  
$12,000in the school’s inaugural year

APR
1983First class of 6 students

JAN
1989Received donation of first computers

MAY
1993

Mary Poppins performed 
as school’s first musical

MAY
1998

Fire destroys administration building;  
classes cancelled for two weeks

Board approves purchase of  
new campus site encompassing 
 17 acres at southwest corner  
of Hammerly and Brittmoore

JAN
2000

Classes begin on new campus  
with capacity to serve 140 students

NOV
2004

Social Learning  
and Adventure Play  
kick off as official  
programs

AUG
2008

Founder Robbin Parish unexpectedly passes awayJUN
2010

Nancy Bewley is appointed as Head of SchoolAPR
2013

The Parish School launches  
the first episode of Unbabbled,  
an adult education podcast

MAR
2019

Schools and businesses shut down due  
to the Covid-19 pandemic and The  
Parish School pivots to virtual learning

MAR
2020

Anne Powers is named Head of SchoolFEB
2022

The Parish School turns 40!APR
2023

AUG
2004

Margaret Noecker signs  
Head of School; contract 4th 
and 5th grade classes added

OCT
2007Inaugural Fall Luncheon

JAN
2010

The Carruth Center begins relationship with  
Nancy Kaufman that includes mentorship,  
client consultation, and parent education

APR
2013

Margaret Noecker, Head of School,  
unexpectedly passes away and  

The Margaret Noecker Nature Center  
is created in her honor

AUG
2018

Little Acorn Park opens as a nature-based  
play space and outdoor learning environment  

for the youngest learners on campus

JUN
2019

Nancy Bewley, Head of School, retires  
and is succeeded by Cheval Bryant

NOV
2021

Oak Creek Exploration Zone opens as an additional early childhood 
nature-based play space and outdoor learning environment

MAY
2022

Board adopts current mission statement “To empower 
children who have communication delays and learning 

differences to thrive through whole-child education, 
innovative therapy, and access to nature.”

Diagnostic Treatment and Training Center (now The Carruth 
Center) was established to provide onsite pediatric therapies  
and assessments to Parish children and the community

MAR
1996

The Parish School has been proudly celebrating its 40th anniversary this school year. For four decades, Parish 
has been dedicated to empowering children who have communication delays and learning differences to thrive 
through whole-child education, innovative therapy and access to nature.

From simple beginnings, The Parish School has grown into a renowned institution that has positively impacted 
the lives of countless children and their families. Founded on the belief that every child deserves an exceptional 
education tailored to their unique needs, the school has been a pioneer in the field of special education.

Students, staff, and board members joined together on Wednesday, October 11, the 40th day of the school year, 
to celebrate this milestone. The 40th-anniversary celebration was a joyous occasion, featuring singing, dancing, 
and a cake and cupcakes, symbolizing the sweet success of the school’s journey.

As a community, everyone came together to celebrate the incredible strides made in the realm of special 
education over the past four decades. “At The Parish School, we are not just marking 40 years of existence, we 
are celebrating 40 years of transformation, growth, and the unwavering belief that every child has the potential 
to excel,” said Anne Powers, Head of School at The Parish School. “Our commitment to nurturing the unique 
strengths of each child, combined with innovative therapy and the beauty of nature, has been the driving force 
behind our success. We look forward to the next 40 years of continuing this journey and impacting even more 
young lives positively.”

The Parish School extends its gratitude to all those who have been part of this remarkable journey, from the 
school’s founder, Robbin Parish, to the dedicated staff, supportive parents, and the wider community. This 
celebration is not just a reflection of the past but a testament to the bright future that lies ahead.

This issue, we reached out to longstanding members of the Parish community, inviting them to share their  
favorite memories with us and we’ve compiled a collection of both lighthearted and treasured moments. 
Additionally, we asked former Parish students to participate, asking them to provide their favorite memories as 
well as updates on their current endeavors. We hope you enjoy these cherished memories as we look forward to 
the next 40 years of The Parish School.
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A Letter From 

Robbin Parish

HANNAH GORE
ATTENDED PARISH: 2013-2016 

COOPER GRUESCHOW
ATTENDED PARISH: 2012-2015 

OM KULKARNI
ATTENDED PARISH: 2009-2011 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PARISH MEMORY? Musical chairs - so fun 
and I won! And being wrapped up was so silly and I loved that. I also 
loved my time there 2013-16, it was an amazing community. :D

CAN YOU GIVE US A SHORT LIFE UPDATE? I have been going to middle 
school at SBMS in 7TH GRADE!! (Spring Branch Middle School), and I have 
more lovable teachers! I have good friends and I wish I could come to 
Parish to visit everyone. And over the summer, I went to Italy! The gelato 
was amazing, and so was the trip.

HOW DID PARISH MAKE AN IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE? I have great 
memories from Parish of the teachers and other students I met there. 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PARISH MEMORY? I was terrified 
of fire alarms.  Nancy Mosley dressed me up as a firefighter and 
allowed me to pull the fire alarm.  After that I was able to survive 
fire alarms with no issue!

CAN YOU GIVE US A SHORT LIFE UPDATE? I’m in 8th grade in 
Naperville, IL.  I participate in band, chorus, cross country, and  
track.  I am on the high honor roll and taking honors geometry.

HOW DID PARISH MAKE AN IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE? Parish 
taught me how to speak despite my early challenges.  It gave  
me an early connection to nature.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PARISH MEMORY? It was the first school 
he ever loved going to!! Before that he had been going to 2 Montessori 
schools and a church school since age 2.

CAN YOU GIVE US A SHORT LIFE UPDATE? Om is a senior in Seven 
Lakes High School, a public school in Katy TX , and will be going to 
college in Fall 2024 with Major in Political science.

HOW DID PARISH MAKE AN IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE? His love for 
learning began at The  Parish School. Parish provided us with the tools  
we needed to nurture his love for learning.

Alumni Memories

AARON RABER
ATTENDED PARISH: 2015-2022 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PARISH MEMORY? In 2018 Ms. Libby’s 
Campers class went on a field trip to an assisted living facility. They 
got to tour the property, see Ms. Terry’s mom’s apartment there, 
and even do a chair-exercise class with some residents. It was a 
really special and impactful experience to see how the elderly 
residents and young children brought so much joy to each other.

CAN YOU GIVE US A SHORT LIFE UPDATE? Aaron is in fifth grade 
at a mainstream private school in Cypress. He stays busy with 
taekwondo and Cub Scouts.

HOW DID PARISH MAKE AN IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE? Aaron 
loved his seven years at Parish. It is such a special place that 
celebrated his strengths and met him where he was. 
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TRISTAN MASON 
ATTENDED PARISH: 2007-2009 

BRITTANY COSTER
ATTENDED PARISH: 2000-2005 

MOLLY MILLER
ATTENDED PARISH: 2000-2005 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PARISH MEMORY? My teacher Mrs. Jennifer 
and attending birthday parties of classmates almost every weekend.

CAN YOU GIVE US A SHORT LIFE UPDATE? I play football and 
participate in power lifting at Coffeyville Junior College.

HOW DID PARISH MAKE AN IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE? I became much 
more vocal and learned to express myself.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PARISH MEMORY? Playing with my 
friends and having amazing teachers.

CAN YOU GIVE US A SHORT LIFE UPDATE? I worked with children 
for awhile as a assistant teacher and now I work at a indoor 
playground as a Playground Attendant.

HOW DID PARISH MAKE AN IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE? Parish 
really helped me accept my disabilities and it made a huge impact 
with my learning and being social. I don’t think I’d be where I am 
socially without Parish’s help.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PARISH MEMORY? My favorite memory  
is probably the spring musical and performing with my dad.

CAN YOU GIVE US A SHORT LIFE UPDATE?  I’m 30 years old now  
soon to be 31 and I’m currently volunteering at the Ronald McDonald 
House in the medical center providing snacks to the families who  
are staying there.

HOW DID PARISH MAKE AN IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE? The Parish  
School brought me out of my shell with my art skills, performing in  
high school and sharing my passion and social skills with people.

Alumni Memories

CHRISTIAN BIGGS
ATTENDED PARISH: 2010-2014 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PARISH MEMORY? Playing imaginary 
games at Adventure Play. Miss Jill and her staff…., playing games, 
hanging out in nature, making friends, building projects with my AP 
buddies all were my favorite part about Parish.
CAN YOU GIVE US A SHORT LIFE UPDATE?  I am a senior at 
Stratford High School, and I love tech projects, and am looking at 
a career in trades. I’ve taken most of my electives in business and 
electrical tech, and hope one day to own my own company. After 
graduation, I plan on joining the US Marines and being trained in 
Aviation Mechanics, Electrical Systems, or Intel.
HOW DID PARISH MAKE AN IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE? It helped 
me make my first friends and taught me the most basic academic 
things, which greatly helped me in older grades. Christian’s 
mom, Leslie Biggs, added: Christian and our whole family made 
friendships that lasted a lifetime. The friends and families and 
teachers we met at Parish formed a support system that set 
Christian on a path for success. It was such a relief to be in such a 
supportive community these early elementary formative years, and 
to have these friends to walk through life together. We still keep in 
touch with our Parish family and community.

PATRICK ATTWELL
ATTENDED PARISH: 1998-2001 

BRENDAN OLDHAM
ATTENDED PARISH: 2014-2017 

TIM TRANSOU
ATTENDED PARISH: 2013-2018 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PARISH MEMORY? My favorite memories 
were the teachers. One in particular was Ms. Gwen. She was amazing  
and always so sweet. I also fondly remember the plays we did each year.

CAN YOU GIVE US A SHORT LIFE UPDATE? After leaving Parish,  
I attended Joy School and St. Stephens. I have Bachelors in Accounting 
from Concordia University Texas and a Masters in Aviation Management 
from Purdue University. I currently work for FedEx Express in the Aircraft 
Technical Publications department in Memphis, Tennessee.

HOW DID PARISH MAKE AN IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE? Parish gave  
a very young me the skills I needed to succeed at the time.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PARISH MEMORY? My favorite memory 
from Parish School was the Adventure Play place, with the zip line 
and the areas where I got to mess around with my creativity.

CAN YOU GIVE US A SHORT LIFE UPDATE? Nowadays, I’m doing 
better than I used to socially by far, I’ve learned things about the 
world, I’m 13 and in the 8th grade, and I’m a very musical person 
in terms of hobbies. I sing as a bass in the school choir, I play the 
piano in my school’s jazz band, and I play guitar as another hobby.

HOW DID PARISH MAKE AN IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE? PaIt taught 
me social skills that were the foundation for me now, and though 
they were basic, they helped me in ways that I didn’t expect them to.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PARISH MEMORY? Santa came to visit my 
class and me when I was a Seal with Miss Stephanie!  Adventure Play...
and all the friends I made...Elias, Sam, Jack, Joshua and SO many more!

CAN YOU GIVE US A SHORT LIFE UPDATE? I am now an animator  
(stop motion). I am fourteen years old and in 7th Grade at St. Mark 
Lutheran School.  Oh yes, I am taller than my parents...almost 5’ 10”.

HOW DID PARISH MAKE AN IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE? I made good 
friends and still see them on occasion. I see one of my best friends from 
Parish, Jack Tallent, the most!  I am comfortable speaking in front of 
people (thank you. Miss Dawn, Miss Stephanie, Miss Amy, Miss Jennifer, 
Miss Caralou, Miss Alexis, Miss Katherine, Miss Terri, and so many more), 
and I learned how to express myself creatively...and have fun in school!

MAYA DUNA
ATTENDED PARISH: 1996-2001 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PARISH MEMORY? Educational field trips 
and fun community events with my classmates and their families.

CAN YOU GIVE US A SHORT LIFE UPDATE? I have been married to 
my husband, Derek, for almost 5 years, and we have a baby boy. We 
live here in Houston, where I am working as a Program Coordinator 
in the Texas Medical Center for clinical research projects.

HOW DID PARISH MAKE AN IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE? Parish 
provided me a safe and nurturing environment to learn in a way 
that fit my needs, all while being able to learn from other kids with 
unique experiences. Being a shy student, the small classes provided 
a very tight-knit community where I felt comfortable socializing 
and connecting with other classmates and teachers.
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NOAH HAYES 
ATTENDED PARISH: 20011-2019 

LORIEN WOLTER
ATTENDED PARISH: 2011-2019 

MARIN THOMASON
ATTENDED PARISH: 2014-2017 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PARISH MEMORY? Camp Acorn

CAN YOU GIVE US A SHORT LIFE UPDATE? I am in the 10th grade  
now at Clear Springs High School. My grades are good and I also  
recently joined the Concert Choir.

HOW DID PARISH MAKE AN IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE? I enjoyed 
attending many summers at Camp Acorn. It helped me to continue 
learning even during the summer. It also helped me strengthen my 
language skills at a very early age. Ms. Dawn was a great teacher  
when I was in PreK 3. 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PARISH MEMORY? My name is Lorien 
Wolter. I started going to The Parish School at the age of 4 and 
graduated at the age of 12. One of my favorite memories of The 
Parish School is when my parents would attend parent education 
events at night. I called this “Parish School at Night.” Some of the 
teachers would be there and they let us play outside. It was really 
fun to hang out with my friends at school after dark.

CAN YOU GIVE US A SHORT LIFE UPDATE? I am a sophomore 
at Memorial Private School. I am serving as Vice President of the 
Captain Edward Weyman Society Children of the American Revolution 
and as Chaplain for the San Jacinto Chapter Children of the Republic 
of Texas. I am also on the Memorial Private School news team.

HOW DID PARISH MAKE AN IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE? I had 
trouble communicating when I was little. My parents told me that 
I only repeated back what was said to me. That is called echolalia. 
The Parish School helped me find my voice.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PARISH MEMORY? When it would rain, 
everyone would put their ponchos or rain jackets and rain boots on  
and splash around in the huge water filled ditch.

CAN YOU GIVE US A SHORT LIFE UPDATE?  I go to the Grace School 
and I am in the 8th grade. I enjoy playing tennis and I also love acting  
and photography.

HOW DID PARISH MAKE AN IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE? It taught me  
to develop my communication skills, and it also helped teach me to  
make friends.

Alumni Memories

JENNIFER ZIEBEN MARTINEZ
ATTENDED PARISH: 1986-1990 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PARISH MEMORY? One of my  
favorite memories was when we created a western movie(?) for 
our teacher Susan who was out on medical leave.  She did so much 
for us, it felt great to be able to let her know she was missed and 
appreciated. Also, that time we got to meet Joe Scruggs who was 
a favorite among us 2nd graders.

CAN YOU GIVE US A SHORT LIFE UPDATE? I am married with an  
8 year old girl and 11 year old boy and live in Austin, TX.

HOW DID PARISH MAKE AN IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE? The Parish 
School showed me what it felt like to be a part of a unique and 
accepting community where I was not thought of as “dumb”. Parish 
not only provided me with an education but also educated and 
included my family in the process. Parish lifted me up through 
Robbin Parish’s vision and who she hired to create such a special 
and safe familial learning environment. I will never be able to 
articulate the impact it had on my life but carry it with me daily.

KATHERINE ALLEN
ATTENDED PARISH: 2006-2017 

TREY BRYANT
ATTENDED PARISH: 2009-2016 

ALESSANDRA TUCKER
ATTENDED PARISH: 2017-2020 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PARISH MEMORY? My favorite memory 
is when Trey was Principal for the Day.

CAN YOU GIVE US A SHORT LIFE UPDATE? Trey is a senior at 
Stratford High School. He plays trombone in the band. He has been 
accepted to Sam Houston State University and will be majoring in 
history and education.  He will be living on campus and plans to 
join the band. .

HOW DID PARISH MAKE AN IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE?  Parish 
gave Trey the educational and personal foundation needed to 
mainstream into public school and other activities. It also fostered 
his love of music, which has been such an important part of his 
journey.  Everyone at Parish saw the best in Trey, as well as his 
potential, and taught us to do the same. We are forever grateful!

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PARISH MEMORY? All the fun learning 
drama with Ms. Terry.

CAN YOU GIVE US A SHORT LIFE UPDATE? I’m currently in 5th grade 
at Nottingham Elementary in the SBISD Spiral program (GT), in student 
council, and enjoy participating in all different theater groups. I love 
performing on stage!

HOW DID PARISH MAKE AN IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE? Parish helped 
me with social thinking, learning to be part of a group and following the 
group plan. Parish also taught me to be my own advocate and to have 
courage to share my ideas.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PARISH MEMORY? My favorite Parish  
School memory is of the service puppy, Flight. Heather Hillery, my 
classroom speech therapist, was training Flight to be a service dog.  
I remember going on walks outside with Heather and Flight.  I helped  
to train Flight by telling her commands. I would ask Heather for 
permission to pet and love on Flight. She loved when I rubbed on her 
ears, and, sometimes, she would give me kisses. I practiced reading out 
loud to Flight. She would sit right next to me and lay her head on my lap  
as I read my books. Flight made me feel calm which helped me to  
complete my work.  I miss her very much. 

CAN YOU GIVE US A SHORT LIFE UPDATE? I am 18 turning 19 in 
December. I am an active swimmer and I swim year round. Currently,  
I am  working on academic work, volunteer work, and 5k workouts  
and training with Meagan Rosales at Wings for Learning. I continue  
speech therapy with Heather Hillery via Zoom.  I am in a group called  
Roots and Shoots with Heather Hillery and Jessica Brock where we  
explore the Houston community and do volunteer work. I attend Roots  
and Shoots meetings and events with Alonzo, Kiera, Megan, Will, and  
Lily. These are some friends that are also Parish alumni. Finally, I am active 
at my church where I attend youth and discipleship groups.

HOW DID PARISH MAKE AN IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE? It impacted  
my life because I had a hard time focusing and being able to be in  
a small class helped me be less distracted. I needed help with my  
speech language, and math.  I loved Parish a lot.
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ANN NEYLAND-HURT, MA, CCC-SLP
Parish Board Member
Speech-Language Pathologist 
When Parish began in 1983, I was a young Speech-Language Pathologist  
seeing youngsters at Briarwood. I was observing and understanding 
more about how children learned and how their skills emerged. 
Professionally, Houston was growing and a young SLP named Robbin 
Parish created a wonderful school for children who were struggling 
with developing language. Paths crossed and SLPs and educators 
shared ideas.

So, in some ways, I was involved just a bit with Parish from the beginning.  
In private practice, it was wonderful to have resources for youngsters 
who needed daily intervention. I joined the Parish Board in 2000. It has 
been a wonderful opportunity to be on a Board which is so active and 
works so well together. The amount of effort and energy the Board 
puts forth is astounding. 

One of my greatest memories is seeing children in preschool and then 
watching them become wonderful young adults, and sometimes dancing  
at their weddings. I have seen first-hand the value of early intervention. I  
remember the move to the Hammerly campus. I watched the beginnings  
of the Margaret Noecker Nature Center. The curriculum grew, programs 
emerged, professionals shared ideas, and children developed. What a 
wonderful 40 years. 

DAWN REINARZ, MS, CCC-SLP
Speech-Language Pathologist 
I started working at The Parish School 
in 1993. Hired by Robbin Parish, I began 
my journey that summer with 10 boys and  
I still remember those boys after all these years. That summer I fell 
in love with my job. On “the old campus” we didn’t have an Early 
Childhood Educator or an Occupational Therapist that pushed into our  
classrooms. We didn’t have Student and Family support. It was just me 
and my assistant in a classroom the size of Krissy’s art room. We made 
it work, but to say we’ve grown since then is an understatement. 

That fall I taught a Level 1-2 (Preprimary) class alongside Karen Dickerson  
(who later served as The Director of Carruth Center). After teaching 
that level for 3 years, my husband and I moved to Ohio. I missed Parish 
terribly and when I found out we were moving back to Houston, I 
immediately called Margret Noecker and asked if I could come back. 
Thankfully there was a teaching position in Level A-1 (Preschool) 

RENEE ATTAWAY, M.S., CCC-SLP 
I have worked at The Parish School for 23 years. 
After coming to Parish as a graduate student 
in 1999 and completing my master’s degree 
in 2000, I began my CFY at Parish teaching 
Pre-Primary. I taught in Early Childhood for 
8 years while serving various roles as an 
individual therapist, Fast Forward Coordinator, Speech Pathology 
Coordinator and acted as Director of Camp Acorn for 4 years. With the  
encouragement of Margaret Noecker, I was given the opportunity to  
create and direct the Social Learning Program in 2008. We provided 
group social cognitive therapy for children and teens, while integrating  
Social Thinking® into the elementary and early childhood classrooms. 
In addition, I founded and continue to direct Camp Social Superheroes 
& Camp Connect. I currently serve as a Social Learning consultant. 

Over the last 23 years, I have experienced so many amazing moments 
at The Parish School. It is so hard to pick a favorite. From Margaret’s 
cackling laugh, to our hilarious road trips to conferences and all of 
the awesome students, I have loved this place so dearly. If I had to 
pick one, I would say it was the year we had the retreat at Camp Allen. 
Terri telling scary stories, crazy bonding activities and all the highly 
competitive games have stayed with me. I remember the laughter 
and the realization that we were a family. Although people have left 
and moved on over the years, the staff remains a close family with a 
passion for our mission. 

Parish has thrived in those 23 years. We have grown from a small 
school in portable buildings to a big school on a gorgeous campus. 
One of my biggest concerns during the move was that we would 
lose the closeness of the students and staff and that we would leave 
behind some of the “out of the box” ideas that made up the school’s 
fun and creative culture. However, the Margaret Noecker Nature 
Center, Adventure Play Program and the focus on outdoor learning 
demonstrate the continued creativeness of The Parish School. Our 
staff still feels like a family.

As the education field has changed, we have grown with it. The 
school has embraced both traditional Parish values, but also kept an 
open perspective toward new research findings, educational trends, 
and therapy strategies to help our students succeed. This has been 
a major area of growth in the school. Early on, we tended to stick 
well to our roots, but not seek out as many new ideas. Now, the 
staff actively seeks new ideas to educate our students to the highest 
level possible. Our educators and therapists now have impressive 
levels of experience, education and training. They receive the highest 
level professional education on various topics from social emotional 
learning to apraxia. 

 I believe this desire for excellence and providing the highest education 
and therapy possible, along with retaining the soul and personality of 
The Parish School from the beginning is part of why so many of us will 
never be able to leave Parish behind. It is a part of our very identity 
and we will forever find it to feel like home. 

so I joined the Boomerang Club and returned to Parish. Once my 
daughter was born I decided to take a less demanding position as the  
Speech-Pathology Coordinator.

As the new campus was nearing completion, it was decided we would 
restructure the administrative roles and titles. I was asked to be the 
Director of The Carruth Center. I discovered administration was not my 
calling and headed back to the classroom to teach Emerging Language. 
I loved working with the “babies” and Dawn’s Ducks were around for 
several years until I wanted a new challenge. When a position in Pre 
Primary opened up, I jumped at the chance to work with that age 
group again. Dawn’s Ducks changed to Dawn’s Dinosaurs and I haven’t 
looked back. 

With the move to the new campus, I saw and continue to see so many 
changes. The Parish School is nothing if not always moving forward, 
striving to give our students every opportunity, latest program or 
strategy. I have seen the implementation of The Creative Curriculum in 
early childhood as well as the implementation of Social Thinking across 
the entire campus. I have seen an Early Childhood Educator added to 
the services our students receive and then an occupational therapist too. 
We have implemented Nurtured Heart and then Conscious Discipline.  
We developed our Tiers of support. We have outstanding playgrounds 
whereas our students once played on a dirt playground with no fall 
zones, no grass and not a lot of loose parts. It was half the size of our 
current Oak Creek Exploration Zone and it would never pass daycare 
inspection today. I’ve seen the Diagnostic Treatment and Training Center  
go from a tiny house on the corner with a handful of clients to a thriving  
community resource with services we had not even thought of 
including an endowment by the Carruth family.

But as exciting as all these changes have been to watch, I also hold many  
fond memories of our time on Timberline and in the early years on 
Hammerly. I miss former students and co-workers, mentors and friends.  
I remember the days we were small enough to take a school-wide 
field trip to the Oil Ranch each fall. I remember when Robbin turned 50 
and they arranged for some local firefighters to arrive on a fire truck. 
Working at Parish has always been an adventure!

The memories have been incredible and the changes are inspiring, 
but what I value the most is that we have never lost our vision. Our 
mission has always been clear and true to the one Robbin shared with 
me 30 years ago. That’s why I’m still here.

NANCY BEWLEY, MAT, CCC-SLP 
 
I began at The Parish School in June of 1997 and worked at Parish for 
twenty-one years in multiple roles including early childhood classroom 
speech-language pathologist, Speech-Language Coordinator, Principal,  
and Head of School.

After 21 years, there are thousands of beautiful memories to choose 
from; however, the one that comes to mind is when Robbin Parish 
uttered, “You are hired.” That was the start of it all for me.

Successful organizations experience change and growth, and Parish 
School is no exception. From my perspective, the decision in 2002 to 
add upper elementary classes was pivotal in taking The Parish School 
to the next level. Space was at a premium on the original campus and 
we had outgrown those old portable buildings, but we made it work 
in preparation for the move to the new larger campus in November 
2004. Leading up to the move to the new campus was great fun as 
faculty, staff, and students were involved in the design of the campus 
and its buildings. So many ideas, so many decisions, so many meetings! 
We did this, of course, as “teamwork” together under the leadership of 
Robbin Parish and Margaret Noecker.

Relocating to the new and expanded campus was a labor of love as 
we all rolled up our sleeves to pitch in packing and moving. Almost 
instantly, we were reaching more children and their families. Soon, 
programs like Social Thinking and Adventure Play enhanced the 
school curriculum for all age groups. Through the Margaret Noecker 
Nature Center, the outdoor learning component was expanded and 
is still growing. The Carruth Center grew its programs as well. These 
changes and many more have contributed to the school’s significant 
growth over the past twenty years.

On a humorous note, The Parish School has always embraced the 
creatures of our earth. When I arrived in 1997, there were two beloved 
resident cats (Slim and Midnight). Over the years, there have been 
bunnies, dogs, classroom fish, lizards, geckos, hissing cockroaches, 
and I am sure a bird or two! And now I am happy to know The Parish 
School has resident goats! What is next, a Parish 
School Piglet, perhaps? 

Happy 40th Anniversary Parish School, you are 
forever in my heart!

MEMORIES
The Parish Staff
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“The Parish School is nothing if not always moving forward, 
striving to give our students every opportunity, latest 
program or strategy.”

- DAWN REINARZ, MS, CCC-SLP

“On a humorous note, The Parish School has  
always embraced the creatures of our earth.  
When I arrived in 1997, there were two  
beloved resident cats (Slim and Midnight). Over the years,  
there have been bunnies, dogs, classroom fish, lizards, 
geckos, hissing cockroaches, and I am sure a bird or two! 
And now I am happy to know The Parish School has resident 
goats! What is next, a Parish School Piglet, perhaps? ” 

- NANCY BEWLEY
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TERRI GARTH 
When I started at The Parish School in 1989, I was a parent with a 
child in desperate need of help and the school, though in its early 
childhood, was simply an amazing place. The Parish School literally 
saved our lives and totally transformed our family. I began working 
at Parish thirty-three years ago as a parent and I never really left. Over 
the years I have seen it mature and blossom through some crazy 
teenage years, transformative twenties, stable thirties and now into 
full-blown adulthood, a mighty oak indeed. 
 
I started the drama program at Parish in 1990 during its late childhood. 
Back in those days we only had music with Patsy Potter and P.E. with 
Stan the Man Barlow and Nancy Mosley as extra-curricular activities. 
We added art a year or two later when Robbin Parish and Amy Hammett 
were in line to pick up some art supplies. Coincidentally, Mitch Pengra 
was also in line for supplies, and they all had a great conversation, I 
think he was hired on the spot. The greatest pick up ever! 
 
A few years later, Holy Spirit school or church donated enough books 
to start our own library and I was asked to serve as the first Parish 
librarian. When asked how we started our library, Robbin used to look 
up and smile and say, “The Holy Spirit provided.”
 
As we grew, we gradually added a full- time librarian, Jill Wood, then 
a music therapist, Julie Evans and a full time P.E./Technology teacher 
Laurie Breimayer. This group formed the first full-time extra-curricular 
team which Margaret later changed to Intra-Curricular Arts team 
(ICAT ) as she believed so wholeheartedly that arts should be fully 
integrated into the school’s curriculum. This group served together for 
about 8 years and really solidified the ICAT program, now known as 
the Arts and Sciences. Margaret Noecker knew we were a very special 

NANCY MOSLEY 
I started at The Parish School in 
December 1992 and have been here  
for 31 years. From 1992-2006, I was  
a paraeducator in Emerging Language, Preschool,  
Pre-Primary and Primary, as well as the PE teacher and Summer Camp 
Coordinator. In 2007, I moved into the front office as an Administrative 
Manager.

I started working at The Parish School on the old campus, which 
included a house for the Administrative Office and double wide trailers 
for the classrooms. Robbin Parish started talking about buying property 
and building a new campus and she would discuss her dream and 
vision of the new school with the staff BUT she wanted to know what 
OUR vision was. At one of our staff retreats, we were asked to draw 
up a “sample” classroom with everything we would want in it. We 
were told to “dream big”! It was so fun and exciting being able to be a 
part of something so special. Robbin’s dream came true and she built 
the new campus, an amazing school for children with language and 
learning differences.

I have worked at the Parish School for over thirty years and love every 
minute of it. The best part of my job is watching our children grow 
and thrive. I witness children who do not have the communication 
skills when they begin at Parish, leave here with the language skills 
and confidence to advocate for themselves and be leaders. The 
entire staff at Parish works and teaches them to be the best they can 
be. I am fortunate to live in the community and am able to stay in 
touch with some of the students whether it be running into them 
at sporting events, school activities or even the grocery store. It is 
always fun catching up with them. On occasion, my kids that became 
teachers have taught my “Parish school kids” in high school. Seeing 
the confident young adults they have become tells you how amazing 
the Parish School really is.

Nancy Mosley

team, and she was right, we were honored to be awarded The Golden 
Oak Award in 2010.
 
I have so many wonderful memories from my years at Parish. So many 
of them surround the original musicals that our team still writes and 
collaborates on. We had a student once who had selective mutism 
and he began opening up and speaking out loud in his last year with 
us. We gave him a solo in the musical and he sang “I have the power to 
speak” in front of about three hundred people. We had told his mom 
about the solo, but she didn’t tell his dad, so when his dad heard him 
sing, he just broke down in tears, they were both crying their eyes 
out. I’m crying as I write this. Moments such as this happen now and 
again, and I could tell you story after story. But that’s it, seeing the 
transformation of these children and their families year after year 
keeps me coming back, it never ever gets old. The Parish School is a 
place for healing and hope and it’s not just the students, it can heal 
anyone, the staff and family too if you let it. 
 
The Parish School has grown in so many ways over the past 40 years. 
Obviously one of the greatest changes is the actual campus. We moved 
to our current beautiful seventeen-acre campus. after a fire burned 
down the main building of our original Timberline campus in 1998. 
 
As we enter our forties and I reflect upon these past years, I am 
filled with gratitude for all the people who have come and gone and 
given their precious loving gifts to our students, their families and to 
each one of us. The Parish School continues to transform the lives of 
children, their families and all of us through the belief that every voice 
matters and each of us has a unique talent to share. Robbin Parish 
envisioned little acorns growing into mighty oaks and in the fortieth 
year it’s time to celebrate.
 
I hope to see many of our former students, their families and as many 
former staff as are able to attend our revived spring Mighty Oak Bash, 
(MOB) event where we will celebrate our collective accomplishments 
at this fortieth celebration of The Parish School.  

“I have worked at the Parish School for over thirty years 
and love every minute of it. The best part of my job is 
watching our children grow and thrive. I witness children 
who do not have the communication skills when they 
begin at Parish, leave here with the language skills and 
confidence to advocate for themselves and be leaders. ”

- NANCY MOSLEY

“The Parish School literally saved our lives and totally 

transformed our family. I began working at Parish thirty-three 

years ago as a parent and I never really left. Over the years 

I have seen it mature and blossom through some crazy 

teenage years, transformative twenties, stable thirties and 

now into full-blown adulthood, a mighty oak indeed.”

- TERRI GARTH

UN
BABBLED

Navigating the world of special education, communication 
delays and learning differences can be a challenge. Tune in  
to hear Stephanie Landis and Meredith Krimmel, two Parish  
speech-language pathologists, as they interview guests from 
parents to industry professionals. Each episode covers a  
different topic related to education or child development 
and provides guidance, insight and hope to those touched  
by children who learn differently.

Topics and guests include:
What is Pediatric Physical Therapy with Melissa Howard, DPT

Linking Language Therapy and Academics with  
Becky Willson, MS, CCC-SLP

Strategies to Support Executive Functioning with  
Luncheon Speaker Sarah Ward, M.S., CCC-SLP

Catching Up with Parish Alumni -  
Special 40th Anniversary Episode

Listen online at  
www.parishschool.org/podcasts 
or subscribe to Unbabbled for free in any podcast player,  
such as Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts or Spotify.  
Please give us a rating and review, too!

UNBABBLED  
PODCAST 
SEASON 6
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The Mighty Oak Bash, (MOB) was an alumni reunion conceived following 
the move to the new Parish campus on Hammerly Blvd in 2004. The 
idea was to honor our alumni, students, and staff, and to celebrate the 
historic move to our new 17-acre campus. The event hoped to bring 
everyone back into the fold of The Parish School.

Several activities were planned for the current students and alumni 
to enjoy. One of the first MOB reunions included a scavenger hunt 
led by The Houston Arboretum and a fabulous splatter art activity led 
by alumni student Chrstopher Moore. The choir performed a song, 
and we had a great band from The Village School playing under the 
carpool pick up awning. The kids all danced with uninhibited joy; it 
was so much fun. Probably the most popular activity was the PVC 
marshmallow shooters! Marshmallows were shot out at lightning 
speed as children ran and ducked for cover. Even a few adults were 
caught up in the marshmallow melee! I’m pretty sure credit for the PVC 
shooters goes to our own Jeff Wallace.

As the years passed, we added clowns thanks to former Parish 
paraeducator Mary Whipple, also known as Charmaine the clown.  
Mary brought her clown friends who made balloon animals and painted 
faces and generally entertained the crowd. One year Mitch Pengra 
brought us the Ledbetter Band and a parade of Art Cars. I don’t know 
how we did it, but we even had the Oscar Meyer Weiner Mobile show up! 

Some of us remember that Margaret and some Parish students buried 
a time capsule at one of the MOB events, but none of us remember 

where it is! If anybody out there remembers please let us know, I think 
it’s time to dig it up!

I remember that one year we made pages for an alumni Good News 
Book to celebrate the many accomplishments of our past students. 
And one year the Good News was placed on leaves attached to a tree 
in our lobby. It was so gratifying to see so many students leading such 
successful lives and to know that we all played a part in their journey. 
One year the Fertitta family gifted us with a beautiful gas grill for us to 
use at the event. Dads showed up in their BBQ aprons and provided all 
our food for the day. As with everything Parish, all hands were on deck 
to make this a great event for our community.

Following Margarets’ passing in 2013 we had one last MOB reunion. 
The “D” team as our Advancement team was called back then decided 
we had too many events, and as a result our volunteers had become 
spread too thin. So, we narrowed our focus to just a couple of events 
per year and that the event in 2014 was to be our “final” MOB.

But, IT’S BACK! The Mighty Oak Bash is set to take place on Saturday, 
April 20th at The Parish School! Come and see how Parish has grown 
and let us see how you have grown too. We will celebrate forty years 
of Parish by welcoming back former students and their families, our 
wonderful former staff, and current students, staff, and families. We 
will share Good News, blasts from the past, and celebrate the future 
of The Parish School. Who knows, there might even be marshmallow 
shooters! So make your plans and grab your Parish School friends to 
join us on April 20th!
 
 

The Mighty Oak Bash
By: Terri Garth  
with contributions by Mitch Pengra and Bailey Haidamous 
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The 2024 Mighty Oak Bash is set to take place on Saturday, April 20th at The Parish School!

Gala Co-chairs Sarah & Tom Caughlin and Ashley & Alex Zumberge 
invite you to join them in celebrating at the Parish School’s 31st Annual Gala

FEBRUARY 3, 2023

SPONSORSH I PS  ARE  ST I L L  AVA I L ABLE .  P LE ASE  CONTACT  US  FOR  DE TA I L S .

•   Underwriters  •   

ROYAL COURT
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

KING & QUEEN
The Roff & Freeman Families

KREWE 
Melissa & Steve Kean
FAT TUESDAY

FRENCH QUARTER

MASKS & BEADS

BOURBON STREET
Justice & Jonathan Duhon

KING CAKE

The Cannady & Timanus Families
Sarah &Tom Caughlin                                                                                                                             

Marie Clark & Justo Gonzalez                                                                                                                      
Samantha & Michael Derrett                                                                                                                 
Dinosaur & Armadillo Parents                                                                                                                    

Nickie Dupuis & Ashleigh Rickertsen

Carly & Sebastian Filgueria
Terri & Tanner Garth                                                                                                                         
Locke Lord LLP 

The Parish School Board of Trustees (2)                                                                                                                                        
Violets Class Parents

Deborah & John E. Zumberge

Kendra & Adam Barrilleaux
Julie Coutu & Adrian Guerra

Julie & Daniel Droog
Cece Garrett & Brant Widener

John Herman
Andrew Hernandez & Natalie Miller

Karen Koppenberger
Marlise & Kevin Peckham

Boyce, Conner, Griffin,  
Haidamous, & O’Brien Families

Janet & Matt Eckert
Kellie & Harry Hastings

Anne Powers

•   Gala Sponsors  • 

OPEN BAR
Jody & Mike Harrington

DECORATIONS
Ellwood Foundation

PRINTING & MAILING
Minuteman Press

GALA ENTERTAINMENT
Jones Capital

Springmeyer Family Fund

LIVE AUCTION PUPPY
Carol Boardman

•   Make a Donation  •   
SCAN THE QR CODE TO 

SUPPORT THE PARISH SCHOOL

Adonia & Kevin Cokinos Julie & Stephen Mitchell
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Special Events

4%

Contributions

19%

Tuition & Fees, net of  
Financial Assistance
55%

Clinic Service Fees

17%

Other Program &
Auxiliary Service Fees

1%

Publishing an annual report reminds each of us of how fortunate we are to have individuals and families who care so deeply about The Parish 
School. The hundreds of names on the following pages represent far more than a donation. All of the individuals listed have a specific reason 
— and perhaps even a personal story — that has motivated them to support our school financially. We continue to grow stronger every year 
because of the incredible support — beyond tuition dollars - we receive from our parents, grandparents, board members, alumni parents, 
alumni, faculty and staff, and friends. We are grateful and thank you for your support at all levels — whether it is $1 or $1 million, you make a 
tremendous difference in the lives of our Parish students.

THANK YOU.

The Parish Children’s School and Subsidiaries  
Consolidated Statement of Financial Position  
As of July 31, 2023
 
 
ASSETS 
Cash and Cash Equivalents  $ 8,781,640 
Property and Equipment   5,200,341 
Other Assets   761,098 
TOTAL ASSETS $  14,743,079  
 
LIABILITY AND NET ASSETS 
Accounts Payable & Accrued Liabilities $ 223,413 
Deferred Revenues  2,385,049 
Notes Payable/Capital Lease Obligation    -   
TOTAL LIABILITIES $  2,608,462  
 
Without Donor Restrictions $  10,650,594  
With Donor Restrictions     1,484,023  
Permanently Restricted Net Assets    -   
Total Net Assets $  12,134,617  
 
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $  14,743,079  
 

TheThe
PARISH ANNUAL REPORT

Consolidated Statement  
of Changes in Net Assets   
As of July 31, 2023
 
 
REVENUES AND SUPPORT 
Tuition and Fees, net of financial assistance  $  4,860,345  
Clinic Service Fees    1,514,038 
Other Program & Auxiliary Service Fees     1,514,038  
Contributions    1,691,193  
Special Events     383,706  
Other Income     243,366 
TOTAL REVENUES  $  8,770,424 
 
EXPENSES 
Educational Programs     6,742,993  
General and Administrative     840,805  
Fundraising     350,771  
Total Expenses     7,934,569 
Change in Net Assets     835,855  
Net Assets, beginning of year     10,601,762  
NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR  $   11,437,617 

Expenses
Fundraising

3%

General & Administrative

11%

Educational Programs

85%

The 15th annual “Giving Voice to Children” Luncheon, held on October 
5, 2023, raised more than $82,000 to support children who have 
communication delays and learning differences. The luncheon, held 
annually to benefit The Parish School and its financial assistance fund, 
makes a Parish education possible for families who may otherwise 
be unable to afford this specialized learning environment. This year’s 
event was chaired by current Parish parents, Julie and Daniel Droog and 
alumni parents, Demi and Alex Jessett. More than 250 guests gathered 
at The Junior League of Houston to hear from keynote speaker  
Sarah Ward, M.S., CCC-SLP, a dedicated clinician and internationally  
recognized expert on executive function skills who presents seminars 
and workshops across the globe. Sarah presented “A New View on 
Executive Functioning” where she explored what executive skill 
interventions do and how they should be included at home and in 
school to support student’s executive function development for 
personal and academic success.

Guests turned out in support of award honorees Allison Feldman, MS, 
CCC-SLP and Jennifer Rose, MS, CCC-SLP of The Speech Garden, and 
Parish board member Laurie Gutierrez for their immense impacts in 
our community. Allison and Jennifer were honored with the Robbin 
Parish Award, named in memory of The Parish School’s founder, for 
dedicating their careers to working with children with motor speech, 
articulation, language, and social pragmatic communication disorders 
.Allison and Jennifer both spent a portion of their careers at Parish 
before moving into private practice and founding The Speech Garden.

Laurie was honored with the Golden Oak Award for her long-time 
and passionate work as a Parish Board member. She joined The Parish 
School’s Board of Trustees in 2010, was Chair of the board for five years 
and has served on multiple board committees. Additionally, Soccer 
Shots Houston, an engaging children’s soccer program with a focus 

on character development and whose Empower program provides 
children with special needs an opportunity for social development, 
participation, confidence, and fun through the game of soccer, was 
honored with the Community Partner Award. They have been running 
programs at Parish since the fall of 2019.

Emotional testimonials by Alex Jessett and Julie and Daniel Droog, 
connected with guests in the room. Julie and Daniel shared their journey 
to Parish. “As we continued to adjust to the life of having a child with 
special needs, Arie’s neurologist told us about the programming at 
The Parish School as uniquely valuable and possibly a good fit for our 
precious little boy,” said Julie. Daniel added, “Parish has truly become 
Arie’s second home. It is still the sweetest joy when I drop Arie off at 
carpool each morning to witness him jump out of the car with a wave 
and always, and I mean always, run to his classroom!” 

“We were all hoping that Parish would help our child become the 
dreaded word…..Normal. As I have matured, I have realized that there 
is no such thing as normal, and that every single one of us is perfectly 
imperfect. And that’s a good thing!,” said Alex. “Instead, what The 
Parish School does, is through love and care and a lot of therapy, 
Parish helps your child become the very best version of themselves,” 
Alex added. He spoke about his son, Carter, who is now attending 
Strake Jesuit and was in attendance. He pointed out Carter’s amazing 
growth and achievements through the time since Parish. 

THE 15TH ANNUAL  
“Giving Voice to Children” Luncheon

  

Sarah also recorded an episode 
of Unabbled. Scan this QR code 
to listen:

Other Income
2%

Revenues  
& Support
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Giant Redwood ($50,000+)
The Brown Foundation, Inc.
The Carruth Foundation
Hamill Foundation

Might Oak ($25,000 to $49,999)
Ruth and Ted Bauer Family Foundation
Ellwood Foundation
Steven and Melissa Kean

Evergreen ($10,000 to $24,999)
Arena Energy Foundation
Kate and Doug Bacon
Adonia and Kevin Cokinos
George and Mary Josephine  
   Hamman Foundation
MD Anderson Foundation
Jeanne and Joe Bob Perkins
Maria and Joe Probst
Daniella and Patrick Simpson
SK Foundation

Black Walnut ($5,000 to $9,999)
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Cleary
DC American
Julie and Daniel Droog
Bailey and Simon Haidamous
Herzstein Charitable Foundation
Houston Junior Woman's Club
Betty and Art Howe
John Keeton
Amanda and Jon Stephens

Syacamore ($2,500 to $4,999)
Annunication Greek Orthodox Cathedral
Ms. April Baggett
Theresa and Ron Cornett
Teri and Pete DeFazio
Janet and Matt Eckert
Gallant Commercial
Mr. and Mrs. Arpan Gupta
Laurie and Alfredo Gutierrez
Jennifer and Robert Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Lewis
Matthew Steinmetz
The Sterling Group, LP
Karen and Bob Webster
Janice and Michael Willett
Aisha Albimani and Lyle Wincentsen

Cypress ($1,000 to $2,499)
Agee Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Pedro Alonso
AmazonSmile
Anonymous

Marisol and Patricio Arteaga
Mr. and Mrs. Clark R. Beecher
Susan and Paul Bettencourt
Lou Ann and Steven Davenport
Marie and Steve Evnochides
Leah and John Fordham
Muibat and Dele Gbadamosi
Hans Graff
Trina and Hunter Hebert
Mollie and Leighton Hill
Michael Hold and Christell  
   Lara-Hold
Kimberly Seitler and Scott Kazmir
Eleonora and Bryan Leibman
Lori and Philip Luna
Elise and Jonathan Mueller
Carrie and Greg Pearson
Tish Prior Peden and David Peden
Meghan and David Peterson
Sarka and Tom Posey
Susan and Chap Ramsey
Sandra Rhea and Kristen Rhea
Ashleigh and JR Rickertsen
Shelly and Robert Thomas
Mary and Temple Webber
Maggie and Ted Wissink
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Wymes

Acorn ($500 - $999)
Albertsons Safeway
Mr. and Mrs. Ulf Andresen
Mr. and Mrs. Manoj Bhatia
Mimi and Jim Branham
Bob Bryant
Lizzie and Stephen Clarke
Nancy Cook
Nickie and Chris Dupuis
Sydney and Barry Goss
Eva Hold
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Howard
Kelly and Chris Ivie
Rena and Mike Koinis
Cristino Larios
Ms. Anne Neal
Lori and John Pohutsky
Michelle and Clifford Shedd
Suzanne and Geoffrey Streit
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Timanus
Monica and Jeff Tomlinson
Ofi and Vuk Vujasinovic
Holly and David Wilbourn
Jan Wood

Sprout ($1-$499)
Wesley Allanbrook and Carol Lewis

Mr. and Mrs. Riz Amanullah
Melissa Andreasky
Ms. Megan Apaez Morales
Fabiana Aponte
Eloisa and Nicolas Arteaga
Renee Attaway-Storer
Juan Babiloni and Maria Perez
Cathy Bacon
Olga and Gerald Balboa
Ms. Anne Beatty
Bailey and Kris Begnaud
Mr. Justin Beiser
Jennifer and Brad Beleiff
Ms. Jenny Bennett
Bergen County's United Way
Mr. and Mrs. Caleb Black
Stephanie Black
Cynthia and Robert Blackburn
Hayley Boasman
Valerie and Joshua Bodden
Ms. Ruth Bohannon
Brianna Bowen Bowen
Sherri Brudner and Sarah Nicholas
Sheri and Drew Bryan
Marty and Melvin Buck
Jessica Buitrago
Angela and Brent Burris
Mr. Ernest Camarena
Kevin Camp and Crystal Lazo
Mrs. Sarah Caughlin
Laura Causey
Ms. Margie Chambers
Ms. Kennia Charo
Krissy Christofakis
Mr. Justo Gonzalez and  
   Ms. Marie Clark
Terry Clough
Mr. Robin Chiswell
Julie Cohn and John Connor
Mrs. Elyse Cokinos
Katherine Cokinos
Averill and David Conn
Ellen and Robert Conner
Cyrus Contractor and Sara Iranpour
Rachel Czar
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Davenport
Mark Davidson and Sarah Duckers
Courtney and Matt Davis
Brandy and Josh Degges
Mr. Kirk Deutrich
Nicole and Chad Devens
Virginia and Vernon Dietz
Minerva and Luis Dimas
Christine and J.B. Duncan
Mrs. Jennifer Dunn-Khan

Glenda and Keith Dupuis
Ms. Helene Elkus
Bryant Ennis and Joy Rice
Episcopal High School
Shirley and Harvey Ermis
Alfonso Escalona Silva and  
   Kristin Ruzicka
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Estrada
Margaret and TJ Farnsworth
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Fenlon
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Fenlon
Ms. Brianna Fernandez
Brittney Fertak
Carly and Sebastian Filgueira
Aaron Fink and Elyssa Fink Gottheim
Sonya and Matthew Fisher
Mrs. Danielle Ford
Ruth Francis
Ms. Patricia FreemanJennifer Gaines
Haley Garth
Terri and Tanner Garth
Wendy Garza
Argo Georgandis
Maureen Giglio
Mr. Christopher Goldman
Nancy and Eddie Goldsberry
Ms. Amy Goodwin
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Goodwin
Melinda and Steven Gordon
Aralyn Green
Brittany Green
Mr. and Mrs. Chase Griffin
Jenn Guarino
Mrs. Susan Gumbiner
Christina Gusewelle
Cathy Guttentag
Vaez and Mehdi Haghshenas
Janice and Charlie Hall
Kathy and Paul Hamada
Wes Hamner
Mrs. Lesley Hawley
Ms. Carol Herman
Melissa Hernandez
Mr. Joshua Hiatt
Etima and Matthew Hinton
Mr. and Mrs. Justin Hoffman
Mr. Brian Holasek
Clinton Hutchinson and Mary Portillo
Virginia Ivers
Mrs. Betty Iverson
Ms. Amber Jackson
Paige and Randy Jackson
Mary and Jerry Jaffe
Ms. Kalia Johnston
Michele and Jack Joseph

2022-2023 Donors 

SEEDS FOR GROWTH, THE ANNUAL FUND FOR THE PARISH SCHOOL

Paula and Happy Katz
Mr. and Mrs. David Kelly
Laura Kerr
Richard Klein
Mr. Warren Klump
Stephanie and Robert Koller
Taylor Kopycinski
Dana and Craig Kornreich
Mr. Alfred Krause
Meredith and Jeremy Krimmel
Kroger
Lydia LaBarbera
Stephanie and Paul Landis
Allie Lange
Megan Lenz
Amy Lerman
Sarah Fuller Luna and Samuel Luna
Sudhakar Mahajanam and  
   Sudha Yellapantula
Kaitlyn Mancha
Deborah Martin
Mrs. Gayla Martin
Amanda Mayer
Kanaan McCosh
Rebecca and Shawn McGaw
Mr. and Mrs. Jay McManus
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Medina
Amanda Medrano
Maritza Medrano
Bruce Kirchmeyer and Melinda Millar
Brande Miller
Cheryl and Stanton Moldovan
Tina Molina and Cris Sanchez
Amy and Michael Montgomery

Presenting ($10,000+)
Hugh Alexander III, brother  
   of Robbin Parish
Jody and Mike Harrington

Benefactor ($5,000+)
The Bacon, Cokinos and Luna Families

Supporter ($1,500+)
Renee Attaway-Storer
Olga and Gerald Balboa
Nancy and Tom Bewley
The Conner and Schick Families
The Dorman and Raizner Families
Terri and Tanner Garth
Susan and  Wendell Hall
Lisa and Ken Kingdon
Stacey and Brian Merchant
Raizner Pediatric Neurpsychology
Keith and Sandy Oden
Ashleigh and JR Rickertsen
James and Mallory Shaddix

Friend ($500+)
Janet and Matt Eckert
Amanda and Randall Fenlon
Jill and Todd Fisk
Mary and Doug Forshagen
Sydney and Barry Goss
Lisa and Robert Hearn

Ms. Brenda Morales
Caroline Moreland
Mrs. Whitney Morelli
Nancy and Jim Mosley
Annalyse Muller
Tim and Mercedes Nall
Jack Hurt and Ann Neyland
Ms. Kayleigh Occhionero
Megan Oden
Courtney and Brent Orsak
Rosie Oztemel
Heather Pasaoa
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Peacock
Pines Presbyterian Preschool
Gracie Pitner
Pluckers Wing Bar
Jennifer and Tim Pope
Ms. Kayleigh Popkowski
Anne Powers
Kathryn and Jimmy Prappas
Noah Price
Karen Priputen
Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Ramirez
Amy and Loren Rapp
Martha Red
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Reid
Dawn and Doug Reinarz
Ms. Kendall Reppert
Reynolds and Reynolds
Tom Hunter and Susan Riley
Lucy Rivera
Rene Rodriguez and  
   Sharon Shipley Rodriguez
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph T. Roff

Michele Bauman Joseph
Lori and Philip Luna
Kim and Ben Montgomery
The Roff Family
Stephanie von Stein Schusterman  
   and Mark Schusterman
Melanie Seigle
Amanda and Jon Stephens
Sally and Tim Timanus

Patron ($300+)
Dr. Graham T. Hall
Deborah Martin
Tina Melo
Tish Prior Peden
Betty Tutor

Individual Tickets &  
Other Donations 
Ms. Betty Adams
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Alleman
Eloisa and Nicolas Arteaga
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony D. Ball
Mr. and Mrs. F. Joseph Backer
Kevin Camp and Crystal Lazo
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Charles
Mr. Robin Chiswell
Linda and Jim Conn
Susan Connell
The Crain Foundation

Jen Campo and Rusty Rogers
Sharon Roman
Cesar Romo
Meagan and Nick Rosales
Jennifer Rose
Mrs. Judy Rudloff
Mr. and Mrs. Jorge Ruibal
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Salvaggio
Sibi Samuel
Emily and Bobby Sanders
Ms. Meadow Scanio
Kristen and Patrick Scanlan
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Scharnberg
Stephanie von Stein Schusterman  
   and Mark Schusterman
Mr. and Mrs. Clay Seigle
Mr. Daniel Seigle
Melanie and Harvey Seigle
Ms. Carolyn Shulman
Ellen Shulman
Libby and Ray Simpson
Kacey Smith
Lisa Smith
Zoe and Tom Sokec
Speech and Language  
   Remediation Center
Irene Stevener
Zooey and David Stringer
Janice and Patrick Straker
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Sultzbaugh
Ms. Jennifer Summers
Laura and Jay Tarnow
Helen and Mike Technik
The House at Pooh Corner

Mr. Steve Curtright
Teri and Pete DeFazio
Julie and Daniel Droog
Courtney and William Fast
Allison and Freddy Feldman
Carolyn and James Foley
Mrs. and Mrs. Andrew Fossum
Mr. Norman Frankel
Mrs. Silvia Fritzhand
Muibat and Dele Gbadamosi
Mr. and Mrs. Myron Goforth
Marie Clark and Justo Gonzalez
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Goodwin
Cathy Guttentag
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse R. Herzog
Michael Hold and Christell Lara-Hold
Kelly and Chris Ivie
Demi and Alexander Jessett
Mr. and Mrs. David Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Kieval
Mr. and Mrs. Noah H. Kruger
Ms. Virginia Li
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Licata
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Limbacher
Melissa Gardner-Lomax and Rob 
Lomax
Mrs. Lisa Markowski
Mrs. Gayla Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Martin
Gail and Richard Matthews

Kim and Stephen Tolbert
Elsie Torres-Verdejo and Ricardo Verdejo
Miri Tusing
Kirk Heyne and Karen Twitchell
Kelly Tymon
Valmont Industries, Inc
Audrey VonBorstel
Ms. Carolyn Wade
Mr. and Mrs. Adam Walker
Pam and Bill Wallace
Kim and Jeff Wallace
Kate Wasserman
Mr. Matthew Wehring
Molly and Marc Weisselberg
Christine Wengler
Brooke Wesneski
Mr. Antonio White
Mr. Andy Williams
Jessica and Matthew Williams
Mary Williams
Ms. Phyllis Williams
Ashley and Dave Willett
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wink
Mrs. Wendy Wiseman
Mrs. Caroline Wisler
Brandy and Matt Wolkenberg
Patrick Miral and Jill Wood
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Wozny
Maddie Wright
Mrs. Sara Wright
Kate and Joshua Wythe
Meghan Bertani-Yang and Timothy Yang
Mr. and Mrs. Zack Yazici
Lily Yoder

Mary McKay
Mr. and Mrs. Edward F. Moeller III
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Mueller
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Neumann
Nancy and Tien Nguyen
Meghan and David Peterson
Mrs. Alison Porter
Lauren and Andrew Raber
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Raia
Albert Raizner
Shima Jalalipour and Rohit Reddy
Mrs. Sandra Rhea
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Rogers
Mrs. Andria Rondon
Zoe and Tom Sokec
Mr. and Mrs. Loyd Stegent
Mr. and Mrs. David Stephens
Mr. and Mrs. Adam Stiles
Angela and Blake Stoehr
Suzanne and Geoffrey Streit
Mrs. Billie Sweeney
Mr. Brian Tees
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Thibault
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Tuaffe
Ofi and Vuk Vujasinovic
Diana and Frank Wengler

SEEDS FOR GROWTH, THE ANNUAL FUND FOR THE PARISH SCHOOL (CONT.)   

2021 “GIVING VOICE TO CHILDREN” LUNCHEON

THE PARISH SCHOOL RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING GIFTS BETWEEN AUGUST 1, 2022 AND JULY 31, 2023.
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Presenting Sponsor 
Emerald City
Bevin and Dan Dubrowski
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Over the Rainbow
The Roff and Freeman Families

Land of Oz
Mo and Ric Campo

Yellow Brick Road
Adonia and Kevin Cokinos
Dr. Mark Schusterman and  
   Stephanie von Stein Schusterman

Ruby Slippers
Armadillo and Dinosaur Class Parents
The Balboa and Vujasinovic Families
Lacey and Ross Brunner
Sarah and Tom Caughlin
Daisies Class Parents (1)
Daisies Class Parents (2)
Daisies Class / Pre-Primary Families
Julie and Daniel Droog
Nickie Dupuis
Terri and Tanner Garth
John Keeton
Dr. Carol Lewis and Wesley Allanbrook
Primary Families
Tiffany and Sean Reagan
Ashleigh and J.R. Rickertsen
Suzanne and Geoff Streit

Lollipop Guild
Patrice Chauvin and Brian Holasek
Conner, Goss, Griffin and O’Brien
Graff, Gutierrez and Peden
Bailey and Simon Haidamous
Anne Powers
Amanda and Jon Stephens

Toto
Nancy and Tom Bewley
Carol and Chris Dubrowski
Legacy Asset Management

Tin Man, Scarecrow and Lion
Karina and Riz Amanullah
Kate and Ulf Andresen
Cathy Bacon
Liz and Steven Bender
Walter Bering
Alfonso Escalona Silva and  
   Kristin Ruzicka
Margaret and TJ Farnsworth
Karen Hoffman and Eric Neumann
Tina Lundy Melo in honor of  
   Virginia Ivers
Leslie and Gordon Richardson
Julie and Stewart Scharnberg
Susan and Alex Weisselberg
Lyle Wincensten

Decoration Sponsors
Ellwood Foundation

Gala Entertainment Sponsor
Ashley and Clark Beecher

Video Sponsor
Ginger and Phillip Gobe

Print Sponsor
Minuteman Press 

Donations  
(Pre-event & Paddles Up!)
Mr. and Mrs. Riz Amanullah
Sunjay Arya
Renee Attaway-Storer
Cathy Bacon
Kate and Doug Bacon
Joe Bailey
Olga and Gerald Balboa
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Bender
Bonnie Bering
Blakely Bering
Mr. Norman Bering
Nancy and Tom Bewley
Hayley Boasman
Mimi and Jim Branham
Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Chatterton
Terry Clough
Adonia and Kevin Cokinos
Allison and Dan Connally
Ellen and Robert Conner
Ms. Sally Craig
Minerva and Luis Dimas
Mary Jane Dipaolo
Julie and Daniel Droog
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Dubrowski
Ms. Deboarh Dubrowski
Mr. Vic Dubrowski
Krista and Mike Dumas
Nickie and Chris Dupuis
Janet and Matt Eckert
Allison Edwards
Alfonso Escalona Silva and  
   Kristin Ruzicka
Courtney and William Fast
Marybeth and Tom Flaherty
Mr. Chis Fohlin
Mr. Kyle Fraiser
Gloria and Fernando Fuentes
Mr. Ryan Garihan
Terri and Tanner Garth
Wendy Garza
Ms. Andrea Gentle
Darrin Davis and  
   Mario Gudmundsson
Mrs. Susan Gumbiner
Alfredo and Laurie Gutierrez
Beth and John Harper
Trina and Hunter Hebert
The Hevrdejs Foundation
Faith and David Hindman
Mr. and Mrs. Justin Hoffman
Brooke and Andy Hollon
Betty and Art Howe
Kelly and Chris Ivie
Koetting and Kirby Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. Blake A. Jenkins
Jennifer and Thomas Kane
Nicole and Evan H. Katz
Mr. Eddie Kazmir
Kimberly Seitler and Scott Kazmir
Wendy and Mavis Kelsey
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Lambert
Mr. Reynolds Lawnin
Megan Lenz
Alison Morrissey and John Leonard
Mr. Jay Lewis
Mr. Daniel Lopez
Sarah Fuller Luna and Samuel Luna
Mr. Robert MacNaughton
Sudhakar Mahajanam and  
   Sudha Yellapantula
Gail and Richard Matthews
Tina Melo
Amy and Mike Montgomery

Annalyse Muller
Chaitanya Mutyala and Mayuri 
Appareddy
Laura and James Myers
Mr. William Myers
Ms. Anne Neal
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Neumann
Marlene and Kurt Nondorf
Katie and Jeff Noyes
Leanne and Kieran O’Brien
Catherine and Peter Olasky
Dr. and Mrs. Brian Parsley
Tish Prior Peden and David Peden
Meghan and David Peterson
Anne Powers
Betsy and Joseph Presley
Dr. Madeline Yale Preston and Mr. 
Craig Preston
Maria and Joe Probst
Amy and Loren Rapp
Debbie and Douglas Rastello
Alicia and Sean Raymond
Ashleigh and JR Rickertsen
Mr. Lee Rodriguez
Jen Campo and Rusty Rogers
Mr. Andres Rojas
Lisan and Sean Rosenzweig
Stephanie von Stein Schusterman 
and Mark Schusterman
Keith Seilhan
Mr. Cameron Simon
Christine and Jan Spin
Gloria and Gerald Streit
Anne Tucker
Veronica and Andre Tucker
Amy and Robert Urquhart
Ofi and Vuk Vujasinovic
Mr. and Mrs. Adam Walker
Ashley and Walter Weathers
Molly and Marc Weisselberg
Ms. Amy Whitten
Holly and David Wilbourn
W. Daniel Williamson, M.D.
Nancy and Frank Wilson

Auction Donors
A Fare Extraordinaire
Abejas Boutique
ABZ Motors
Al’s Handmade Boots
Alley Theatre
Ulf Andresen
Aperture Cellars
Artists’ Framing Resource
The Ballroom at Bayou Place
Baskin Robbins - River Oaks
Becks Prime
Blakely Bering
Bering’s
Big Blue Whale
Bludorn
Blushing Boxwood
Brookwood Community
Buchanan’s Native Plants
Buffalo Bayou Partnership
Candente Tex-Mex
Capital Genealogy
Robert Caughlin
Charming Spaces
Chick-fil-A - Beltway 8 at West Road
Ciao Cascio
Ciro’s Italian Grill
Code Ninjas Tanglewood
Adonia and Kevin Cokinos
Crosswell Organizing

Crown Jewels
Cuteheads.com
Dacamera
Dr. Julie Longoria Pediatric Dentist
Bevin Dubrowski
Frock Shop
Gallagher
Garden Girls LLC
Glow Medical Aesthetics
Golden Thread
Goodsmith Home Care & Repair
Gringos Mexican Kitchen
Mehdi Haghshenas and Najmeh Vaez
Bailey and Simon Haidamous 
Josephine Harrington
Disney Harris
Houston Arboretum and Nature Center
Houston Astros Baseball Club
Houston Museum of Natural Science
Houston School Options
Houston Zoo
Houstonian Hotel Club & Spa
Htown Restaurant Group
Hunter Bell
I.W. Marks Jewelers
Jackie Trejo Floral Design
Jennifer Aronson Make-up
Jonathan’s the Rub
Scott Kazmir 
KF Valves
Kirksey Gregg Productions, LLC
Tino Larios
Diane Laumen
Le Mel
Lombardi Family Concepts
Kacey Lowery
Sarah Luna
Main Street Theater
Margaritaville Lake Resort
Mariquita Masterson, Inc.
Memorial Yard Signs
Messina Hof Winery & Resort
Brian Miles
Amy Montgomery
Moss Landscaping, Inc.
William Myers
Nice Winery
Niko Niko’s Greek & American Cafe
Pappas Restaurants
PepperLou Gifts
Persona Day Spa
Pure Body Studio
Ravan Designs
Joseph T. Roff
Erica and Jay Rogers
RYDE - River Oaks
Mark A. Schusterman
Skipstone
Anthony Speier
State Representative Lacey Hull
Tantrums, LLC.
Taste of Texas
The Cutting Garden
The Jolly Trolley
The Mad Potter - Memorial
The Monogram Shop
Barbara Thomas
Town and Country Orthodontics
Tres Market - Memorial
Tuya Jewelry
William Chris Vineyards
Wonderwild Indoor Party  
   Playground/Heights
Zadok Jewelers

2022 GALA SPONSORS & DONORS 
IN HONOR OF GUS BACON
Cathy Bacon

IN HONOR OF KATE AND DOUG BACON
Tom Hunter and Susan Riley

IN HONOR OF SHEPHERD CLARKE
Janice and Charlie Hall

IN HONOR OF KATINE COKINOS
Mrs. Elyse Cokinos
Katherine Cokinos

IN HONOR OF ROBERT HAIDAMOUS
Bailey and Simon Haidamous
The Sterling Group, LP
Shelly and Robert Thomas

IN HONOR OF PATRICIA JIVIDEN
Paige and Randy Jackson

IN HONOR OF CHRISTOPHER KELLY
Mrs. Gayla Martin

IN HONOR OF CATHERINE KNAPE
Theresa and Ron Cornett

IN HONOR OF AVA LUNA
Lori and Philip Luna

IN HONOR OF SJ MEDINA
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Medina

IN HONOR OF BRIAN AND STACEY MERCHANT
Robin Chiswell

IN HONOR OF TERRI GARTH
Amy and Michael Montgomery

IN HONOR OF ARTE MORENO
Paige and Randy Jackson

IN HONOR OF RANDI RAISNER
Mrs. Silvia Fritzhand
Dr. Albert Raizner

IN HONOR OF  
STEPHANIE VON STEIN SCHUSTERMAN
Betty Tutor

IN HONOR OF  
MELAINE SEIGLE’S 80TH BIRTHDAY
Ms. Anne Beatty
Marty and Melvin Buck
Ms. Helene Elkus
Ms. Carol Herman
Mary and Jerry Jaffe
Michele and Jack Joseph
Laura Kerr
Eleonora and Bryan Leibman
Jennifer Rose
Mr. and Mrs. Clay Seigle
Mr. Daniel Seigle
Ms. Carolyn Shulman
Ellen Shulman
Ms. Carolyn Wade

IN HONOR OF MOLLY WEISSELBERG
Mrs. Susan Gumbiner

Soccer Shots 
Dr. Steven Hogan - Houston’s Pediatric Dentist
The Carruth Center 

Mr. David Allen
Mr. Ben Bailey
Ms. Mary Becker
Bailey and Kris Begnaud
Mr. Albert Bothe Jr.
Mr. Barry Broeckelmann
Carson Cummings Foundation
Mr. Brian Casey
Mary and Fred Castillo
Lucia and William Cropper
The Garden Club of Houston
Grose Family Foundation
Mr. Ryan Jeffries
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick LaRue
Ms. Catherine Leonard
Ms. Susan Lubin
Mrs. Gayla Martin
Mr. Kevin McMahon
Ms. Amy Myers
Erin Newman
Jack Hurt and Ann Neyland
Earl Chancellor and Karen Noecker
Tish Prior Peden and David Peden
Jael and Guy Prothro
River Oaks Garden Club
Diane Senter
The Swartwood Family
Mr. Philip Ugalde
Ms. Keri Volmert
Ms. Amy Wilhelm
Elizabeth and Michael Williams
Aisha Albimani and Lyle Wincentsen
Mr. Matthew Zaleski

GIFT TOTALS
August 1, 2022 to July 31, 2023

SEEDS for Growth Annual Fund  
$571,400

2022 Luncheon  
$78,249

Gala  
$463,520

MNNC  
$50,427

Poinsettias 
 $15,632

Cyber Auction  
$28,420

TOTAL $1,207,648 

IN MEMORY OF ALEX AND LAURA
Ms. Margie Chambers
Mr. Kirk Deutrich
Ms. Amy Goodwin
Mr. Christopher Goldman
Mr. Joshua Hiatt
Marilyn and Warren Klump
Mr. Alfred Krause
Mrs. Judy Rudloff
Ms. Jennifer Summers
Valmont Industries, Inc
Mr. Matthew Wehring
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wink

IN MEMORY OF BILLIE BARR
Irene Stevener

IN MEMORY OF RYAN BEGNAUD
Mr. David Allen
Mr. Ben Bailey
Ms. Mary Becker
Bailey and Kris Begnaud
Mr. Albert Bothe Jr.
Mr. Barry Broeckelmann
Carson Cummings Foundation
Mr. Brian Casey
Mary and Fred Castillo
Lucia and William Cropper
Mr. Ryan Jeffries
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick LaRue
Ms. Catherine Leonard
Ms. Susan Lubin
Mr. Kevin McMahon
Erin Newman
Jael and Guy Prothro
The Swartwood Family
Mr. Philip Ugalde
Ms. Keri Volmert
Ms. Amy Wilhelm
Elizabeth and Michael Williams
Mr. Matthew Zaleski

IN MEMORY OF PATSY BELL
Mr. Justin Beiser

IN MEMORY OF CHRISTINE GASPAR
Argo Georgandis

IN MEMORY OF CLARE GIBBS
Tish Prior Peden and David Peden

IN MEMORY OF MARGARET NOECKER
Stephanie and Robert Koller

IN MEMORY OF JEANE SQUIRES
Robin Chiswell

IN MEMORY OF TIM WOOD
Jan Wood

IN MEMORY OF MARY ZAGOURIS
Ms. Phyllis Williams

IN HONOR/IN MEMORY DONORS

MARGARET NOECKER 
NATURE CENTER

Every effort has been made  to ensure the accuracy of 
this report to recognize gifts received. If any errors or 
omissions have been made, please accept our sincerest 
apologies and notify us at advancement@parischschool.
org or call us at 713.467.4696.

UNBABBLED SPONSORS
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