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The Parish School hosted its 9th Annual Giving Voice to 
Children Luncheon on October 11 at The Junior League 

of Houston, raising a record number of donations to benefit the 
school’s financial assistance fund. Nationally-recognized speaker 
on pediatric social therapy Renee Attaway, M.S., CCC-SLP 
delivered a keynote speech on resilience and grit, which was well 
received by almost 300 attendees. 

“Each year this event serves to inspire and bring awareness 
of children who have communication, social and learning 
challenges. The Parish School provides a safe place for these 
children to not just grow, but thrive, and we do this with the 
help of the community and many strong partners,” said 
Nancy Bewley, Head of School at The Parish School.

Attaway is a speaker for Social Thinking™ and Director of Social 
Learning at The Parish School. She travels throughout North 
America, addressing workshops, conferences and school districts, 
as well as working with individuals on social awareness and 
learning. As a speech-language pathologist, she has worked at 
The Parish School for more than 16 years, as well as in university 
and private practice settings.

The Parish School honored Jack M. Fletcher, Ph.D. with the 
Robbin Parish Award, in recognition of his commitment to 
lifelong learning and children who have communication delays 
and learning differences. Fletcher worked closely with The Parish 
School’s founder, Robbin Parish, to establish early programs to 
improve children’s reading and communication skills.   

Fletcher is an accomplished researcher, professor, practitioner, 
author and national leader in the field of reading and learning 
disabilities. He is Distinguished Professor and Chair of 
Psychology for the University of Houston and a board-certified 
child neuropsychologist.

Also featured at the event was FOX 26-KRIV evening reporter, 
Kaitlin Monte, who served as the program’s emcee. Monte 
recently joined the station in July, previously working as a traffic 
and fill-in anchor for the PIX-11 Morning News in New York 
City. Growing up with three siblings who have special needs, 
Monte continues to be a strong advocate for disability awareness.

This year’s luncheon committee included Honorary Chair, Randi 
Raizner, Ph.D.; Current Parent Chairs, Daniella and Patrick 
Simpson; and Alumni Parent Chairs, Bree and Chris Walker.

Many thanks to our underwriters, supporters and attendees 
who helped make our Fall Luncheon a success!

Continued on page 11

Record fundraising and crowds at
Giving Voice to Children luncheon Oct. 11
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OUR MISSION 
To educate children ages 2-12 who have communication delays and learning differences, 

empowering them with the tools to succeed.
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SAVE THE DATE:

Pastries with Parents
Friday, Dec. 9, 2016

Chevron Houston Marathon
Sunday, Jan. 15, 2017

Cheer on Team Parish at our
Marathon Hoopla Station

Sports Bowl XXIV Gala
Friday, Jan. 27, 2017

Lakeside Country Club
Chairs: 

Rachel & Adam Dunn 
Suzanne & Trey Martin

Nichole & Afis Olajuwon

Spring Garden Day
Saturday, March 25, 2017

Spring Carnival
Sunday, April 9, 2017

Parent & Volunteer
Appreciation Breakfast

Wednesday, April 26, 2017

Last Day of School
Thursday, May 25, 2017
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has lead the way in providing this kind of 
“whole child approach” in our learning 
environment for the past 33 years. We 
create an environment where children 
are engaged and encouraged to try 
new things without the fear of failure, 
eliminating a child’s performance anxiety 
about grades. Communicating and 
developing a sense of self-worth in a non-
competitive atmosphere, helping children 
to understand who they are, how they 
learn, and how to advocate for themselves 
are life skills that lead to personal growth 
and a happy and successful life. I believe 
that these are the things that parents want 
and value most for their children.

I invite you to join me in continuing 
to embrace, encourage and expand the 
“whole child approach” this year and in 
the years to come.

Nationally-Recognized Educational 
Consultant Introduces New 
Writing Methods at Elementary 
Staff In-Service

Reading, writing and arithmetic…
we all go to school to learn these three 
foundational academic skills, but for 
children who have communication 
delays and learning differences, finding 
academic competency can be a struggle.  
The Parish School provides a multi-
sensory learning environment, where 
children can learn to read, write and do 
math successfully. When children have 
oral language deficits, oftentimes these 
deficits manifest themselves in written 
language as well. It is not uncommon 
for children who struggle with learning 

The Whole Child Approach

I recently read an article published by 
the Association for Supervision and 
Curriculum Development (ASCD) 
regarding how the role that education 
plays in a child’s life has never been more 
complex and comprehensive than what 
we are experiencing in the 21st century. 
I did some further reading and learned 
about ASCD’s efforts in promoting what 
they term the “whole child approach” to 
address these growing responsibilities.

Here is a description from their website: 
“ASCD’S Whole Child approach is 
an effort to transition from a focus on 
narrowly defined academic achievement 
to one that promotes the long-term 
development and success of all children.” 
I was so pleased to read this definition 
since that description matches perfectly 
with my educational philosophy and the 
philosophy of The Parish School.  

We know educators are, first and 
foremost, expected to teach academic 
skills. However, measuring a child’s 
success in school only by test scores and 
grades limits how we view the most 
important role of education.The essence 
of an effective school is one that values 
and nurtures the whole child. We at 
The Parish School believe that in addition 
to teaching academic preparedness, 
communication skills, resilience, 
independence, self-advocacy, social 
competence and self-confidence; 
encouraging and rewarding kindness, 
compassion, empathy and responsibility 
are equally important to a child’s 
education.

I am proud to say that The Parish School 

and using oral language to also struggle 
to read, spell and express their thoughts 
and ideas through writing.

At The Parish School, we are 
committed to providing our staff 
members with the best continuing 
education possible. Last spring, the 
elementary team determined that they 
wanted their learning focus to be on 
writing during our summer in-service.  

A writing guru in the field of learning 
differences from Greenville, S.C., 
William Van Cleave, trained our 
teachers in new techniques to enhance 
the writing of our students. Teachers, 
speech-language pathologists and 
paraeducators learned about the 
cognitive demands of writing, how fine 
motor development affects writing, and 
how to teach writing in a systematic, 
multi-sensory way. We learned how 
to teach our students to organize their 
thoughts in order to write sentences 
and paragraphs. Van Cleave provided 
us with a fantastic day of learning and 
the elementary staff all walked away 
with tools and techniques to use with 
the students in our classes.  

From the Head 

Nancy Bewley, MAT, CCC-SLP

ALUMNI: 
We want to hear from you!
Keep us updated with your contact 
information and life happenings. 
Please share your news with us at  
info@parishschool.org. 

of School

From the Director 

Amy Richard, MS, CCC-SLP / CALT
of Elementary
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Camp Acorn Photo Round-Up
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Last June, five former Parish School students spent a month of their summer 
volunteering at Parish’s Camp Acorn. Erika Selzer, Allison White, Shelly Gordon, 
Laurie Drell and Brandon Kubera had a combined total of 570 volunteer hours by 
the end of camp on July 1.

Each year, The Parish School requests volunteers to help staff Camp Acorn, a summer 
day camp that provides a language boost for children with communication delays and 
learning differences. High school and college students seeking to gain an understanding 
of the field of speech-language pathology and education of children with special needs 
pledge their time to volunteer at the four-week program. 

In her fourth summer as a Camp Acorn volunteer, Shelly Gordon’s experience at camp 
helped her settle on a career in speech-language pathology. She’s currently working on 
her Masters in Communication Disorders at the University of Texas – Dallas.

“The Parish School provided me with the ‘tools’ necessary to succeed in the world, 
making me the person I am today. I know other alumni feel the same way,” said Shelly. 
“This alone has made my family and me want to give back to The Parish School in any 
way we can.” 

Erika Selzer is also pursuing a career in speech-language pathology and is currently in 
her junior year at Indiana University – Bloomington. She appreciates the individualized 
learning supports that The Parish School provides, and wants to be able to help others 
have that same experience she had as a child. 

“I enjoyed simply working with and connecting with the students,” said Erika. “I want 
to work with children as a speech-language pathologist when I am older, so it was really 
cool to gain a bunch of hands-on experience as an undergraduate college student.”

Having attended The Parish School, these college students are grateful for their time 
spent at the school and how it has helped them to succeed in school and in life. 

“I feel that spending my summers at Camp Acorn was one great way to give back, and 
I encourage others to do the same,” said Shelly.

Parish School Alumni Give Back 
Through Volunteerism
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The calendar will soon turn to December and for many that means 
the start of a very busy holiday season. From travel, to major 
changes in schedules, to unfamiliar holiday traditions, this can also 
be a difficult season for children, too. However, there are a few 
simple ways parents can help take some stress out of the holidays for 
the whole family.

1. Create a visual schedule and discuss it with your child prior 
to any large trips or changes in their daily schedule. Even seemingly 
simple changes, like Grandma coming to town for a few days, can 
be large changes to your child. Add in two weeks off from school 
and therapy, and you have a recipe for meltdowns. Having a visual 
schedule gives your child concrete information on what changes to 
expect, when to expect it and how long the change will last. This 
calendar can be as simple as hand-drawing a few pictures on a piece 
of paper for the younger children or writing out a detailed daily 
schedule for older children.

2. Front-load expectations for success. For many children, 
navigating unfamiliar events like a large family dinner, special 
religious holidays or trips on a plane, bring multiple unknowns. 
If your child demonstrates difficulty reading new social situations 
for the “hidden rules,” it is highly beneficial to discuss the specific 
expected behaviors and even a few unexpected behaviors prior to 
the events. For example, at the extended family holiday dinner, it is 
expected that we say hello to family members, eat at the table, use a 
fork, and eat a few preferred foods. It is unexpected to run around 
the table, spit your food out and only talk about trains. Having 

visuals is also very beneficial for most children (drawn out pictures 
for younger children and words for older children). 

3. Schedule sensory activities to help regulate your child. 
Schedule in wiggle breaks when going on long road trips. Go to 
the park before getting in the car. Arrive at the airport early and 
find a less crowded area to run/jump/climb. If your child becomes 
disregulated by large groups of people, schedule quiet time prior 
to the big family gathering and possibly during the gathering, 
too. Find a room with soft lighting, play quiet calming music 
and provide calming sensory input (for some children this is deep 
pressure while for others this is light, soft touches). Your child may 
also benefit from the use of a lap buddy, like a sock filled with 
beans, to provide deep pressure to keep them regulated. An added 
bonus of scheduling some time to regulate your child is that you can 
also join their activity to keep yourself regulated, too!

4. Be sure to take care of yourself so you are able to model the 
behaviors and emotions you want your child to exhibit. The holidays 
can be stressful and overwhelming for adults, too. If you are feeling 
anxious, stressed or overwhelmed, or find yourself becoming short 
tempered or easily frustrated, your child will see and feel these 
emotions. It is unreasonable to ask our children to stay calm, 
regulated and use their best manners if the adults are not doing the 
same. Be sure to take deep breaths and schedule time to take care of 
your needs, too!

Hopefully these simple steps can help your family keep the happy in 
your holidays!

Navigating the Holidays
by Stephanie Landis, MS, CCC-SLP

The Parish School Partners with Wildfish Theater
to Present ‘Frog and Toad’ Dec. 13

The Parish School has welcomed Wildfish Theater as a partner this fall in teaching musical production to 
elementary students. Wildfish Theater, a children’s musical theater company, is working with Parish School 
classes towards a culminating performance of “Frog and Toad” on Dec. 13. This opportunity offers a part 
for everyone. Whether a student likes to sing, speak or help with staging, every child has the opportunity to 
participate and find their strength in the performing arts.

“We were so proud when the kids got up on stage for auditions,” said drama educator, Terri Garth. “9 out of 10 
stood on stage having memorized words and songs.”

Students work with Wildfish once a week, and educators further expand on and practice what was learned in 
their regularly scheduled drama and music classes.

Former Parish School art teacher of 17 years and musician, Mitch Pengra, is the musical director for the 
children, working alongside Wildfish’s children’s theater director, Shay Rodgers. Shay has been a longtime 
children’s director in the Houston area. Her past work includes Theater Under the Stars, The Humphrey School 
and The River.



Parish Post | Fall 2016 • Page 7

Photo Round-Up
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Last spring, a 3-month-old puppy trotted onto campus and 
stole the hearts of students, parents, staff and all who met 
her. That puppy is “Flight,” a Golden Retriever/Labrador 
mix that is training to become an assistance dog for Canine 
Companions for Independence. Flight is being raised by 
upper elementary speech-language pathologist, Heather 
Hillery, who Flight accompanies to school each day. 

Since joining the Parish family, Flight has made a noticeable 
difference in reducing anxiety and stress among students. 
Heather’s classes are reminded that raising a puppy is an 
important responsibility, and that they need to teach her to be 
calm by being peaceful themselves.

Heather recently set up an outdoor classroom with the 
objective of creating a quiet, relaxed space. “Flight gets to 
come join us, stretch out and adds to the goal of increasing 
mindfulness,” said Heather.

Flight also continues to inspire student creativity. 
Hand-drawn artwork of the puppy line the walls of 
our Administration building. One student, who was 
uncomfortable with speaking in front of groups, is creating 
a presentation on service dogs for her Girl Scout troop. “Her 
mother was thrilled that she is so excited to actually give the 
presentation,” said Heather.

The presentation will also be used to introduce Flight to 
younger classes at The Parish School who don’t regularly get 
to spend time with her. With plans to also start introducing 
Flight to therapy groups at The Carruth Center, Heather 
is excited to provide more opportunity for animal-assisted 
therapy on campus.

“I would love to see more schools get on board with this,” said 
Heather. “The benefits are just too numerous to talk about.”

Flight is expected to join 250,000 runners and complete her 
first race on Jan. 15, at The Chevron Houston Marathon. 
Heather has signed up to run for Team Parish, and Flight is 
training with her for race day. Spectators will have the chance 
to cheer on them both at The Parish School’s Hoopla Station 
located at mile 6. (Learn more on pg. 10)

Flight’s journey with us is a relatively short one. At 18 
months, she’ll be tested to see if she’s a candidate to become 
an assistance dog. If she passes, Canine Companions for 
Independence will match her with an individual with 
disabilities. Until then, Heather reminds students that 
Flight still has a bigger job to do and works with them on a 
scrapbook to present to her future owner. 

You can read more about Flight’s journey at The Parish School 
by following the #FollowFlight hashtag on Facebook.

Puppy on Campus Continues to Promote Benefits 
of Animal-Assisted Therapy
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Myth #1 = Eating is easy. 
Why it is false? 

Eating is the most complex physical task in which human beings 
engage. It is the only human task that requires every one of 
your organ systems and requires that all of those systems work 
correctly. In addition, every muscle in the body is involved (one 
swallow for example, takes 26 muscles and six cranial nerves to 
coordinate). Plus, eating is the only task children do that requires 
simultaneous coordination of all eight sensory systems. Learning, 
development, nutrition and the environment also have to be 
integrated to make sure a child eats correctly.

Myth #2 = It is not appropriate 
to touch or play with your food. 
Why it is false? 

“Wearing” your food is part of the normal developmental process 
of learning to eat it. You can learn a great deal about the foods 
before they ever go into your mouth by touching and playing 
with them first. It is “play with a purpose” that teaches a child 
the “physics of the foods” before the foods ever enter their 
mouth. Being messy is an important part of learning to eat.

Myth #3 = If a child is hungry enough, he/she 
will eat. They will not starve themselves. 
Why it is false? 

This is true for about 94-96% of the pediatric population. For 
the other 4-6% of the pediatric population who have feeding 
problems, they will “starve” themselves (usually inadvertently). 
For the majority of children with feeding difficulties, eating 
doesn’t work and/or it hurts,  and no amount of hunger is going 
to overcome that fact. Children are organized simply: if it hurts, 
don’t do it. If it doesn’t work, cry and/or run away. Also, for 
children who have skill or medical problems with eating, their 
appetite often becomes suppressed over time to the point that 
they no longer respond correctly to appetite as a cue to eat a 
sufficient number of calories.

Myth #4 = Children only need to eat 
three times a day. 
Why it is false? 

To meet their daily caloric requirements, children would have 
to eat adult-sized meals if they only eat three times a day. Given 
their small stomachs and attention spans, it takes most children 
5-6 meals a day to get in enough calories for proper growth and 
development.

Myth #5 = Certain foods are only to be 
eaten at certain times of the day.
Why it is false? 

Food is just food. It is not breakfast food, lunch food, dinner 
food, snack food or junk food. Food is either a protein, 
carbohydrate or fruit/vegetable. While some foods do have more 
nutritional value than others, labeling foods as good or bad, 
or only to be eaten at certain meals, is not helpful in teaching 
children to eat or to have a healthy relationship with food. If 
a child eats chicken and peas best at breakfast, that is okay. In 
addition, the so called “junk” foods actually play a huge role as 
stepping stones in teaching children with feeding difficulties to 
learn to eat a wide variety of other foods. These “junk” foods are 
typically easy to manage from an oral-motor standpoint and/or 
they have a large sensory appeal. 

Myth #6 = Mealtimes are a proper social 
occasion. Children are to “mind their manners” 
at all meals. 
Why it is false?

Actually, eating comes first. Manners come second. The skills 
for eating need to be learned first, before children can have good 
manners. Think about the 6-9-month-old infant just learning to 
eat and how messy they get. Especially for children who have not 
learned to eat well, mealtimes are a teaching opportunity and we, 
as parents, are the teachers. Children eat so much better when 
their food is engaging, interesting and attractive. They also eat 
better when mealtime conversations focus on talking about the 
food and when adults model how to eat and teach the “physics” 
of food. So go ahead, enjoy your food and the feeding experience 
with your child! Be noisy, be messy and play with your food!

The article is used with permission and is based off the article, 
“Top Ten Myths of Mealtime in America,” by Dr. Kay Toomey, 
Copyright 1997 / 2010 

Mealtime Myths
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Help THe parisH scHool GeT To THe FinisH line

aT 2017 cHevron HousTon MaraTHon

Team Parish will make another dash for the finish line in 
support of The Parish School’s financial assistance program 

at the January 15, 2017 Chevron Houston Marathon and 
Aramco Half Marathon. Parish parents, staff, alumni and friends 
have signed up to help Team Parish get to the finish line in the 
2017 Run For a Reason Program. Runners take on either race 
and raise funds to support families who cannot afford tuition on 
their own. 

Parish’s Run For a Reason Team are working hard to surpass 
their fundraising goals with close to $10,000 raised so far. Help 
support their efforts by donating at goo.gl/xfffpY. The Parish 
School also appreciates interested Sidewalk Squad sponsors – 
businesses and organizations supporting Parish through the 
marathon and half marathon. Many thanks to Insperity who has 
committed to being our first sidewalk sponsor this year. 

To learn how you can support the team, please 
contact the Advancement Office with questions 
at advancement@parishschool.org.

Renee Attaway
Candice Boyce
Cheryl Burbano
Theresa Castillo
Kyle Chapman
Maribel Chen
Courtney Dahl
Stephanie Dean
Todd Fisk
Susan Gentile
Bonnie Goodrich
Kathi Greene

Ryan Hartman
Kelly Hartmann
Heather Hillery
Helen McCartney
Joelle Nelson
John Plumb
Anne Powers
Andrew Raber
Lauren Raber
Amy Rapp 
Sara Sanchez
Andrew Sher

Edward Simpson
Tina Strautman
Sarah Swantner
Amy Tanner
Jennifer Tucker
Chelsea Turner
Mindy Vance
Brad Vieselmeyer
Serene Wongsa
Amir Yunus

TEAM PARISH
(Registered runners as of print deadline)

The countdown  is on to kick off the most fun and exciting gala to date! With a 
lively auction, cocktails, games and live music – this will be a night to remember. 

Have a fun-filled night out supporting our special students and their families.

6:30 P.M. 
Silent Auction, Cocktails 
and Hors d’oeurves

8:00 P.M.
Dinner, Program 
and Live Auction

10:00 P.M.
Live Music, Dancing and Games

Honoring
Art Howe Jr.

Chaired by
Rachel & Adam Dunn
Suzanne & Trey Martin

honorary chairs
Nichole & Afis Olajuwon

YOU’RE INVITED!
TO ENJOY THE PARISH SCHOOL’S 

SPORTS BOWL XXIV GALA

Friday, January 27, 2017
Lakeside Country Club
100 S. Wilcrest Dr., Houston, TX 77043

Purchase a table at parishschool.org
S P O R T S  B O W L
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Thank You to our Luncheon Sponsors
Continued from page 1

Special thanks to everyone who made 
contributions after the event. We appreciate you!

susTainers

supporTers

BeneFacTors

Laura & John Arnold 
Bree & Chris Walker

underwriTers

Sharon-Marie Hogge & Daniel Lang 
Eleonora & Bryan Leibman

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy R. Brown
Children’s Learning Institute  

The Crain Foundation /

Rachel & Adam Dunn
Dr. Jack Fletcher 
Terri & Tanner Garth 
Jennifer Hough Gerry
Laurie Hill Gutierrez

Stacey & Brian Merchant 
Rose Overmeyer 
Raizner Pediatric 

Richmond Printing 
Mallory & James Shaddix 
Daniella & Patrick Simpson 
Jennifer & Mark Stringer 
JoAnn & Jim Tramuto / 
     Emma & James Tramuto

     at UTHealth
     Neuropsychology

     Lacy Crain & Joe Galloway

Tehmina Badar 

Nancy & Tom Bewley 
Adonia & Kevin Cokinos 
Marie Evnochides 
Aaron H. Fink 

Lori & Neil Martin 
Liz Stepanian 
Sherry & Paul Wehner
Kay & Danny Williamson 
The Wincentsen Family 
Wolff Family Foundation

     & Shahin Shirzadi

     & Elyssa Fink Gottheim

paTrons

Sandy & Jack Baber 
Maria & Jesus Bahena 
The Briarwood School
Susan Cooley 
Elisa Donovan 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert I. Dorman 
Twana Griffith-Faykus 
Julie Harris

Michele Bauman Joseph 
Suzanne & Trey Martin 
Dr. Richard L. Matthews 
Missy Pacha 
Tish Prior Peden 
Susie & Jeff Raizner 
Ashleigh Rickertsen 
Melanie Seigle
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Financial Report

THe parisH scHool and suBsidiaries’
consolidaTed sTaTeMenT oF Financial posiTion as oF July 31, 2016

consolidaTed sTaTeMenT oF cHanGes in neT asseTs

as oF July 31, 2016

Cash & Cash Equivalents $3,496,877
Property and Equipment 5,225,208
Other Assets 82,294
 Total Assets $8,804,379

ASSETS

Accounts Payable & Accrued Liabilities $221,500
Deferred Revenues 1,532,053
Notes Payable 672,501
 Total Liabilities $2,426,054

LIABILITY & NET ASSETS

Unrestricted Net Assets $5,263,036
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets 814,931
Permanently Restricted Net Assets 300,358
 Total Net Assets $6,378,325
                       Total Liabilities and Net Assets      $8,804,379

Tuition & Fees $4,632,895
   Net of Financial Assistance of $275,635
Contributions 472,372
Special Events 292,491
Other Income 68,967
 Total Revenues $5,466,725

REVENUES & SUPPORT

Educational Programs $4,468,510
General Administrative 616,477
Fundraising 307,031
 Total Expenses 5,392,018
 Change in Net Assets $74,707
Net Assets, beginning of year $6,303,618

Net Assets, end of year $6,378,325

EXPENSES

85% Tuition

9% Contributions

5% Special Events

1% Other

83% Program

11% G&A

6% Fundraising
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2015-2016 donors
The Parish School graciously received the following gifts
between August 1, 2015 and July 31, 2016

Bauer (Ruth and Ted) Family Foundation
Ivette and Edgar Chapman
Ellwood Foundation
Laurie and Alfredo Gutierrez

$25,000-$49,999

Brown Foundation, Inc.
The Hamill Foundation
Bree and Christopher Walker

$50,000-$99,999

Julie and Mike Bryant
Stephanie and William Clarke
Christine and J.B. Duncan
Jill and Todd Fisk
Hamman Foundation
The Hood-Barrow Foundation
Moona Haque and Amer Khan
Lori and Neil Martin
MD Anderson Foundation
Isabel and Ken Miller
Janette and Charles Neutzler
Jeanne and Joe Bob Perkins
Sawera and Abdurahman Ravat
The Dale and Deborah Ross Foundation
Shell
SK Foundation
Link Smith
Karen and Bob Webster

$10,000-$24,999

Betsy and Hughes  Abell
Aisha Albimani and Lyle Wincentsen
Nancy and Tom Bewley
Kay and Robert Bryant, Sr.
Dentist on Dorrington Street
Julie and Daniel Droog
Rachel and Adam Dunn
ExxonMobil Foundation
Janice and Charlie Hall
Whitney and Eric Holzer
Houston Junior Woman’s Club
Betty and Art Howe
Insperity
Glenda and Tommy Jamail
Dana and Craig Kornreich
Brian and Stacey Merchant
Melissa and Andreas Nikolaidis
Amber and Robert Rosenblum
Weatherford U.S., L.P.
Sarah and Eric Zoerb

$5,000-$9,999

$100,000+
Carruth Foundation, Inc.

$2,500-$4,999
Suzanne and Timothy Brown
Johanna and Remo Castillo
Chevron
Elisabeth Clarke
Lizzie and Stephen Clarke
Jim Clawson
Heather and Preston Cody
Clyde and William Crook
Teri and Peter DeFazio
Paige and Tilman Fertitta
Shea and Brittain Fraley
Cecilia Fuentes and Gary Ingram
Melinda and Steven Gordon
Sharon-Marie Hogge and Daniel Lang
Eleonora and Bryan Leibman
Neal Manne
Patrinely Group, LLC

Tish and David Peden
Louise and Peter Pincoffs
Piper Jaffray & Co.
Kathryn and James Prappas
Ashleigh and J. R. Rickertsen
Karen and Frank Rosales, Jr.
Barbara and Thomas Scott
Daniella and Patrick Simpson
Emily and Mike Sperandio
Temple Foundation
Palmira Testa-Limas and Albert Limas
Nikki and Brian Thomason
Janae and Ken Tsai

Access Energy
AIG
Christina Almys
Amegy Bank
Anonymous
Dr. Tehmina Badar and Dr. Shahin Shirzadi
Phyllis Guillory and James Barrick 
Leslie and Andrew Biggs
Mary Anne Bramblett
Leslie and Valerian Brock Family Foundation
Diana and Philip Brown
Leah Schlater-Brown and Gregory Brown 
Mary Kate and Tim Burgess
Phyllis and Stanton Chapman, Jr.
Molly and Timothy Church
ConocoPhillips
Kristen and Charles Correll
Gail and Fred Coveler
Craig and Galen Brown Foundation, Inc.
Lou Ann and Steven Davenport
Elizabeth and Greg Dillard
Colleen and Clay Elkins
Becky Fenn
Galloway, Johnson, Tompkins, Burr and Smith
Melissa Gardner-Lomax and Robert Lomax, IV
Terri and Tanner Garth
Ginger and Phillip Gobe
Diane and Hank Goggan
Jennifer and George Gore
Kathi and Matt Greene
Grose Family Foundation
Pamela and Larry Hall
Chad Hesters
Mollie and Leighton Hill
Dr. Vi Nguyen and Dr. Tao Ho 
Heather and Jeffrey Huddleston
Toni and Donald Hudgins
Demi and Alexander Jessett
Stephanie and Chris Johnson
Stephanie and Michael Kennelly
Heather Knies
Rena and Michael Koinis
Matthew Korpita
Jennifer Lakowsky-Brueckner and Karl Brueckner
Ann and Patrick Lathrop
Elaine and William Lawhon
Morgan Marshall
Patricia and Ed Martin
Clarann McCoy
Charles McDonald
Members Give
Penny Merriman
Laura and James Myers
National Fuel Gas Company Foundation
Karen Noecker
Sandra Ojeda and Juan Reyes
Rose Overmeyer
Yadira and Jeff Parker

Tahra and Craig Peterson
Charlotte and Brent Phillips
Phillips 66
Kasia and Kent Pickrell
Chester Sappington
Schissler Foundation
Lauren and Andrew Schlossberg
Schulte Charitable Foundation
Schwab Charitable Fund
Mallory and James Shaddix
Shipley Snell Montgomery LLP
Kerry Lynn and G.S. Sills
Bryce Snyder
Jennifer and Mark Stringer
Target Take Charge of Education
The House at Pooh Corner
Brian and Nikki Thomason
Alison and Adam Transou
Universal Corrosion Specialist
Dana and Brad Vieselmeyer
Halle and Bradley Waggoner
Barbara and Richard Wallace
Andrea Walter and Eric Grueschow
Mary and Temple Webber, III
Janice and Michael Willett
Kay and Daniel Williamson, MD
Pam and Leland Winston
Jennifer and Robert Wismer
Jennie and Kirby Woodard
Ann and Todd Worley
Katie and Forrest Wynn
Tricia Zucker

$1,000-$2,499

Wendy Airlie
AK Andrews Kurth LLP
Albertsons Safeway
Marie and Brandon Allen
Julia Aniskovits and Omar DeAndrade
Antonelli, Harrington & Thompson, LLP
Architectual Supply Inc.
Sandy and Jack Baber, III
Yolanda and Ricardo Balderas
Jennifer and Erik Bartsch
Neely and Curt Besetsny
BP
Milly and Jim Bridges
William Broderick
James Brown
Theresa Castillo, MD and Partho Bhowmick
Nancy Cook, PhD
Cynthia and Sean Cooper
Laura and Heller Cozac
Jacqueline and Drew Crow
Sara Davis
Demco Law Firm, P.S.
Greg Devetski
Sally and Jason Dillee
Samantha Dobyns-Tallent and David Tallent
Jo Anne and Mike Donovan
Earlean Dotson-Foulcard
Lila and Roger Droog
Marie and Steve Evnochides
Michelle Forrester, Ph.D.
Alda and Engelbert Garcia
Jeff Gifford
Darryl Greenfield
Phoebe and Cullen Griffin
Cynthia Guill
Hammerly Woods Condo Association
Kimberly and Zac Harrington
Meghann and Ryan Hartman
Tylor Hearn

$500-$999

Janice and Dave  Ireland
Kay and Rene Joyce
JD Joyce
Leslie and Gary Kappler
Paula and Happy Katz
Nancy Kaufman
Ann Marie and Chris Kolkhorst
Susan Kunz
Stephanie and Paul Landis
Lynn Ellis Locher
Katherine and Daniel Ludwig
Stewart and Logan Lyman
Sarah and Jonathan Martin
Janice and Lonnie Martino
Gail and Richard Matthews
Isabelle and Eric Mayer
Helen and David McCartney
Ann and William McCulloch
Parul and Sanjay Mediwala
Lorena and Pietro Milazzo
Momentum Marketing
Cheryl Monteith
Dorrance and Lynn Monteith
Robin and Jerry Mueck
Elise and Jonathan Mueller
Crystal and Jeremy Newsom
Ann Neyland, MA, CCC-SLP
Nick Noecker
Melissa and Jeffrey Oldham
Luisa and Edgar Ortiz
Rebecca and John Paul Otieno
Pamala and Steven Peterson
Jennifer and Chris Pitts
Lori and John Pohutsky
Anne Powers
Lamia Raad
Lauren and Andrew Raber
Susan and Wayne Ramsey
Amy and Loren Rapp
Bridget and Dennis Ratlief, Jr.
Raveneaux Ladies Golf Association
Edward Rice
Joanna and David Rissmiller
Besse and Michael Ross
Laura Roth
Carla and David Rypien
Katie and Dave Scallan
Melanie and Harvey Seigle
Caroline Serrett
Ivonne and Andrew Sher
George Shipley
Gerald Slattery
Berta and Frank Smeal
Sara Sornson
Laura and John Stephenson
Tina Strautman
Amy Tanner
Susan and Tim Treadway
Jennifer Tucker
Sherry and Paul Wehner
Lexie White
Paige and Kirk White
Bonnie Wilson
Mary and Will Wilson
Nancy and Robert Zimmerman
Jim Zucker
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2015-2016 donors conTinued

Albertsons Inc.
Neta Alexander
AmazonSmile
Janice and Gerald Anderson
Parul and Jeremiah  Anderson
Yvonne and Jason Anderson
Sarah and Brett Anderson
Judith Arceneaux
Wilbert Asper
Antoinette Austin
Gayle Bailey
Elizabeth Balderas and Joel Tamez
Lavada and Charles Balke
Maggie and Chris Bandy
Bank of America
Cyndi Baranowski
Kathie Barga
Gabriela and Victor Barrionuevo
Christian Bastanzo
Margaret and Bob Baze
Carter Bechtol
Cara and Brian Beckcom
Delaney and Jack Bellinger
Susan and Lynn Bellinghausen
John Benge
Gaye and William Bennett
Sandy and Roger Benson
Melissa and Kendall Berry
BG North America LLC
Kim Bilsky
Joseph Birkofer
Naomi Black
Patty Black
Sommer and Joby Blackburn
Hayley Boasman and Vanus St Louis
Stephanie Boates
Joan Bomholt
Kelsey Bowen and Douglas Hill
Box Tops for Education
Candice Boyce
Geraldine Boyer
John Bridger
Kelsey Brooks
The Brown Foundation
Benjamin Brown
Julie and Rodney Brown
Lauren Brown
Angela and Brent Burris
Catherine Bush
Elizabeth Busker
Cathy Bussa
Minnie and Edward Cappel
David Carsey
Mark Chappell
Maribel and Wen Yuang Chen
Mark Chu Cheong
Lamar and Anne Clemons
Susan and Barry Coffman
Julie Cohn and John Connor
Ricardo Colmenter
Sandy and Samuel Colt
John Conly
Susan Cooley
Denton A. Cooley Foundation
Theresa and Ron Cornett
Nicole and Julius Cox
Dick Crocker
Natalie and Austin Crossley
Janet Crow
Franklin Cueto-Gonzalez
Sharon and Bret Curran
Courtney Dahl

$100-$499 John Davis
Denny Den Hartog
Joe Denton
Nicole and Chad Devens
Jessica Devitt
Karen Dickerson, PhD
Paul Dickson
Virginia and Vernon Dietz
Sharon and Johnny Dobecka
Rick Droog
Meghan Eddy
Nancy Elliott
Paul Elliott
Episcopal High School
Paige and Harding Erwin
Mitchell Etzkin
Steven Farrell
Carol Feanny
Allison and Freddy Feldman
Amy Ferber
Jennifer Figueroa
Jan and Tom Fitzhugh
Julie and Dale Fitzpatrick
Elizabeth and Mark Fonseca
Jim Foster
Beverly Frazier
Frost Insurance
Daniel Fuller
Weida Gadeke
Susan and Paul Galvin
Catherine and Tanner Garth, Jr.
Sergio Garza
Johnnie Gaskill
Stephanie Geller
Susan and Riccardo Gentile
Marlene and Amir Gerges
Daisy and Samad Gire
Ann and Warren Givens
Dina and Jonathan Glasser
Dee and Tom Glazebrook
Ashley and Scott Goforth
Nancy and Edward Goldsberry
Kathie and Bobby Grabstald
Jana Grauberger
Scott Greene
Gulf South Pipeline
Rachel and Adam Gutow-Ellis
Zulema Habu
Barbara Hagey
Bailey and Simon Haidamous
Christopher Haley
Kathy Hamada
Janet and Douglas Hamel
Cici Hankamer
Julianne and Victor Harris
Jonathan Harris
Kelly Hartmann
Catherine and Mike Haskew
Anne Heard
Rodney Henckel
Zoyla Hernandez
Celeste Hetherwick
Brady Hetherwick
Janet and Mike Higgins
Tyrone Hill
Heather and Michael Hillery
Megan and Will Holstien
Thomas Holstien
Jodie Holstien
Andrea and Bruce Holzband
Amy Howe
Elizabeth Hunsaker
Martha and Larry Huseman

Alissa Ingham
Paige and Randy Jackson
Lisa Jarrett
Laura and Mark Johnson
Shirley and Lennard Johnson
Bonnie and Michael Jones
Martha Keller and Ron Ripley
Carol King
Natalie and Bradley Kirklin
Taylor Kopycinski
Anson Koshy
Katy Kottwitz
Billy Kottwitz
Kroger
Hedda Kukla
Angela Kunkel
Matthew LaBonge
Patrick Lalor
Lands End Inc.
Marcia and Rick Lathrop
Kristen Latta
Karen and Jason Lawless
Therese and Thomas Lawrence
Sarah and Roger Lee
Legacy Asset Management
Debra and Dale Lehman
Paul Lehman
Jeanne and Nolan Lehmann
Allison Leibman
Richard Leibman
Leste Enterprises/James Consulting
Jack Lewis
Mickel Lobb
Elizabeth and Joshua Lobel
Stacy Lord
Cathy and J.E. Lorino
Charles Ludwig
Linda and Paul Lynn
Robert Magner
Susan and Michael Mahaffie
Sarah and Jonathan Martin
Karen Martin
Deborah and Earle Martin
Suzanne and Trey Martin
Patricia and Ed Martin
Pam Mascari
Helen and Danny Maxson
William Mayad
Marcia and Thomas Mazingo
Michael McAfee
Chantel McAhren
Elisa and Russell McCann
Melanie and Jonathan McClain
Kathy and John McClellan
Didi McLaughlin
Carolyn Means, M. Ed.
Brooke Medina
Janice and Jerry Melcher
Jean Merchant
Susu Meyer
Dan Middlebrooks
Mark Middlebrooks
Beatrice Mieth
Michelle Miller
Lyle and Mike Montgomery
Serene Wongsa and Matthew Morris 
Sonali Morris
Steven Morris
Alex Mousoudakis
Zachary Moyer
Amy Myers
Froma and Lamer Nealy
Joelle and Christopher Nelson

Susan and Charlie Neuhaus
Neuhaus Education Center
Nola Newcomb
Nick Noecker, Sr.
Marie Noecker
Peggy and Steve Nolan
Shannon O’Connell-Van Heest
Kevin O’Neal
Nichole and Afis Olajuwon
Karl Oldenkamp
Jo Ann and Gerald Oldham
Jens and Henrike Olschimke
Alexander Olsson
Paola Ortiz
Karen and Chip Oswalt
Travis Owens
Robert Paddock
Victor Palafox
Kim Parker
Virginia Parker
Stefani Patch
Madiha and Irfan Patel
Tricia and Richard Penick
Suzanne and Danny Pennington
Scott Pera
Leah and Giancarlo Perossa
Cheryl Personette
LeAnne Phelps
Sheri and Frank Phelps, Jr.
Anita Pickett
Les Pickett
Edmund Pincoffs
Laurette Presley
Elizabeth and Joseph Presley
Maria and Joseph Probst
Jeffrey Raber
Ruth and Brian Raber
Gayla Rapp
Dawn and Doug Reinarz
Reynolds and Reynolds
Amy and David Richard
Beverly and Howard  Robinson
Pamela and Gregory Roche
Luann Rockman
Lanie and Jerry Rose
Sandra Ruggs
Cheryl Rummel
Jill and George Safi
David Saitowitz
B.J. and Steven Salato
Rebecca and Francis Sallans
John Sallans
Nancy and Bill Sartain
Gloria and Edmond Sayyah
Caroline Schlemmer
Lyn and Carl Schmulen
Adrienne and Brent Schwartz
Ann Seitz
Janie and Josh Selph
Jackie Sheahan and Jim Miller
Sherwood Forest Montessori
Sharon Shipley Rodriguez
and Rene Rodriguez
Rhonda and Edward Simpson
Catherine and Stephen Simpson
Matthew Slowinski
Thomas Smith
Mary and Jonathan Smith
Caralou Smith
Amy Snell
Larry Snider
Pat and J. Gordon Sorrells
Rachel Sotelo

Claudia Soto and Javier Barreda
Jennifer and Stuart Sperling
Eileen Spisak
Jeane Squires
Andrew Stakelum
Andrew Stanger
Lindsey Steckel
Holly and Hunter Stewart
Angela Straface
Sarah and Daniel Swantner
Madalene Tejeda
The Kula Foundation
Gwen and Gilbert Thomas
Lisa Towery
Hien Vo and Nghia Tran 
Peggy Treibs
Julie Trotter
Sandy and Bill Turner
Chelsea Turner
Karen and Bruce Tyson
Urban Kitchen Houston
Judy and Richard Vail
Janneke and Dennis Van Deursen
Mindy Vance
Deanna Velvin
Pam and Bill Wallace
Patricia and Tony Walter
Joseph Walunas
David Wang
Chandler Ware
Susan Watt
Katie Wells
Diana Wengler
Amanda Wesneski
Shelly Whitenburg
Dinah and Mike Wicker
Nancy and Frank Wilson
Melinda Wineinger
William Winters
Jennifer Wizel
Ame Wongsa
Mary Wood
Jan and Tim Wood
Lauren and Daniel Wood
Jill Wood and Patrick Miral
Jennifer Woody
Dennis Wright
Hilary Yip
Greta and Chuck Zimmerman

We appreciate your 
donations from $1 to 
$1 million! Your generosity 
serves children who have 
communication delays 
and learning differences 
by funding financial 
assistance, the Margaret 
Noecker Nature Center, 
our “Seeds for Growth” 
campaign, professional 
development for staff…
and so much more. 
Thank you.
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2015-2016 seeds donors

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of these reports and 
to recognize gifts received. If any errors or omissions have been made, 
please accept our sincere apologies and notify Amy Tanner, Director of 
Advancement at 713.467.4696 ext. 125 or atanner@parishschool.org.

Jill and Todd Fisk
Sawera and Abdurahman Ravat
Alfredo and Laurie Gutierrez

$5,000-$9,999

Joe Bob and Jeanne Perkins
James Smith
The Hood-Barrow Foundation

$10,000-$19,999

Nancy and Tom Bewley
Kay and Robert Bryant, Sr.
Moona Haque and Amer Khan
Glenda and Tommy  Jamail
Melissa and Andreas Nikolaidis
Shell Matching Gifts Program

$2,500-$4,999

$500-$999

AIG Matching Grants Program 
Aisha Albimani and Lyle Wincentsen
Mary Kate and Tim Burgess
Ivette and Kyle Chapman
ConocoPhillips
Gail and Fred Coveler
Elizabeth and Greg Dillard
Rachel and Adam Dunn
Colleen & Clay Elkins
Ginger and Phillip Gobe
Kathi and Matt Greene
Mollie and Leighton Hill
Sharon-Marie Hogge and Daniel Lang
Eleonora and Bryan Leibman
Patricia and Ed Martin
Isabel and Ken Miller
Tish and David Peden
Phillips 66
Kasia and Kent Pickrell
Chester Sappington
Schissler Foundation
Thomas and Barbara Scott
Temple Foundation
Barbara and Richard Wallace
Andrea Walter and Eric Grueschow
Karen and Bob Webster
Pam and Leland Winston
Jennie and Kirby Woodard

$1,000-$2,499

Wendy Airlie
Neta Alexander
Marie and Brandon Allen
Janice and Gerald Anderson
Yvonne and Jason Anderson
Judith Arceneaux
Sandy and Jack Baber, III
Tehmina Badar and Shahin Shirzadi
Elizabeth Balderas and Joel Tamez
Charles and Lavada Balke
Bank of America
James Barrick and Phyllis Guillory
Delaney and Jack Bellinger
Gaye and William Bennett
Sommer and Joby Blackburn
Hayley Boasman and Vanus St Louis
Stephanie Boates
Candice Boyce
BP
William Broderick
Gregory Brown and Leah Schlater-Brown
Julie and Mike Bryant
Angela and Brent Burris
Cathy Bussa
Johanna and Remo Castillo
Maribel and Wen Yuang Chen

Molly and Timothy Church
Lizzie and Stephen Clarke
Denton A. Cooley Foundation
Cynthia and Sean Cooper
Theresa and Ron Cornett
Sharon and Bret Curran
Courtney Dahl
Joe Denton
Karen Dickerson, PhD
Virginia and Vernon Dietz
Samantha Dobyns-Tallent and David Tallent
Earlean Dotson-Foulcard
Julie and Daniel Droog
Jan and Tom Fitzhugh
Lshea and Brittain Fraley
Daniel Fuller
Susan and Paul Galvin
Alda and Engelbert Garcia
Daisy and Samad Gire
Melinda and Steven Gordon
Jennifer and George Gore
Kathie and Bobby Grabstald
Scott Greene
Janice and Charlie Hall
Kathy Hamada
Janet and Douglas Hamel
Meghann and Ryan Hartman
Catherine and Mike Haskew
Andrea and Bruce Holzband
Whitney and Eric Holzer
Amy Howe
Insperity
Paige and Randy Jackson
Laura and Mark Johnson
Shirley and Lennard Johnson
Bonnie and Michael Jones
Paula and Happy Katz
Martha Keller and Ron Ripley
Carol King
Taylor Kopycinski
Marcia and Rick Lathrop
Ann and Patrick Lathrop
Theresa and Thomas Lawrence
Sarah and Roger Lee
Richard Leibman
Elizabeth and Joshua Lobel
Linda and Paul Lynn
Lori and Neil Martin
Suzanne and Trey Martin
Sarah and Jonathan Martin

$100-$499

Marcia and Thomas Mazingo
Chantel McAhren
Helen and David McCartney
Melanie and Jonathan McClain
Brooke Medina
Jean Merchant
Michelle Miller
Peggy and Steve Nolan
Sandra Ojeda and Juan Reyes
Nichole and Afis Olajuwon
Jo Ann and Gerald Oldham
Paola Ortiz
Irfan and Madiha Patel
Richard and Tricia Penick
Steven and Pamala Peterson
Lori and John Pohutsky
Anne Powers
Kathryn and James Prappas
Susan and Wayne Ramsey
Dawn and Doug Reinarz
Ashleigh and J. R. Rickertsen
Joanna and David Rissmiller
Pamela and Gregory Roche
Amber and Robert Rosenblum
Besse and Michael Ross
Cheryl Rummel
Melanie and Harvey Seigle
Janie and Josh Selph
Sharon Shipley Rodriguez and Rene Rodriguez
Catherine and Stephen Simpson
Caralou Smith
Pat and J. Gordon Sorrells
Rachel Sotelo
Jennifer and Stuart Sperling
Jeane Squires
Tina Strautman
Amy Tanner
Palmira Testa-Limas and Albert Limas
Nghia Tran and Hien Vo
Judy and Richard Vail
Janneke and Dennis Van Deursen
Dana and Brad Vieselmeyer
Pam and William aWallace
Joseph Walunas
Mary Wood
Lauren and Daniel Wood
Jennifer Woody
Ann and Todd Worley
Hilary Yip

$20,000+
The Dale and Deborah Ross Foundation Yolanda and Ricardo Balderas

Stephanie William Clarke
Clyde and William Crook
Teri and Peter DeFazio
Lila and Roger Droog
Marie and Steve Evnochides
Tao Ho and Vi Nguyen
Demi and Alexander Jessett
Stephanie and Chris Johnson
Elaine and William Lawhon
Ann and William McCulloch
National Fuel Gas Company Foundation
Rebecca and John Paul Otieno
Yadira and Jeff Parker
Amy and Loren Rapp
Maria and Michael Thompson
Alison and Adam Transou
Bree and Christopher Walker
Mary and Temple Webber, III
Sherry and Paul Wehner
Paige and Kirk White

Seeds for Growth, one of our most important fundraisers, is an annual campaign that raises funds to cover the gap between what tuition 
covers and the actual cost of a Parish education. During the 2015-16 school year, 100% of staff and board members contributed and 
95% of parents gave. An anonymous donor also matched all gifts up to $20,000 from current and alumni grandparents. Special thanks to 
everyone who donated to our Seeds for Growth campaign.

Already this school year, 100% of staff and board have contributed, as well as 98% of parents.  If you’re interested in giving to this 
important fund, please visit our website or email atanner@parishschool.org.
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The Parish Perspective

Don’t just grow. Thrive!

Dylan Stringer 
Former Parish Student: 2009-2012

Dylan Stringer was diagnosed with expressive language and oral motor function 
disorders when he was 2 years old. He saw a speech therapist twice a week without 

much success, so his parents decided to enroll him in The Parish School.

“We felt like Parish staff knew what we as parents were going through and we finally 
found the support system we needed,” said Dylan’s mother, Jennifer.

After more than three years at the Parish School, Dylan enrolled in St. Francis Episcopal 
School, where he has excelled in academics, earned awards in drama, joined the choir and 
is active in cub scouts. 

Where Dylan has truly found his passion is in gymnastics. While at Parish, he was 
identified as needing additional occupational therapy supports. Jennifer decided to enroll 
him in gymnastics to build his self-esteem and core muscles. Since then, he joined a 
competitive team, working his way through skill levels and competing in trampoline and 
tumbling. This past summer, Dylan was crowned National Champion on the trampoline 
for boys ages 9/10 at the USAG Stars & Stripes Junior Olympics in Tulsa, OK.

“The Parish School was a safe and loving environment for Dylan,” said Jennifer. “I know 
that Dylan would not be where he is today if it were not for The Parish School.”


